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3 Tut. 3: 16. 


All Scripture is given by Inſpira- 
tion of God. 


N the verſe preceding, it isfaid 
concerning the Scriptrres of 
the 01d Teſtament, that they 
are able to make a man wile 
unto falvation, #:4 wicew; v5; is 

ygi6 ines (by the faith whichis inJeftus 
Chriſt) : And it follows immediate- 
ly, All Scripture, ©*c. 

__ *n#igs(the Þaith) is often by a 
Metonymy taken for the Goſpel, 
which 1s the 0bje# of the Faith of 
Chriſtians. We read often of the 
«Preaching, and Þ® Hearing of Faith +» 
of the© Anulogie of Faith, *the com-* 
mon Faith © which was once delivered 
to the Saints ( 1n the preaching of« 
Chriſt, and the I7 ritings of his Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles ) and ſo I con- 
ceive 1t 1s to be taken in this place. 

42 SO 


5 


* Gal.1.23 

3. 28. 

Rom.12, 
6s 


d Tir. 1. 4» 


« Jud. 3. 


Againli the 


So that the #caning of the whol- 15 
this, The Old Teſtament underſtood 
and expounded according to the Amna- 
lozy of the New, 1s able to make a 
man wiſe. And the Pen-men of the 
Canonical Books of the Old Jeſta- 
ment (wherein Timothy had been in- 
ſtructed ws fetevs) and of the Books 
of the New -Teſtament ( which ex- 
cept thoſe of S. John were extant be- 
fore the writing of this Epiſtle) were 
inſpired and direFed by the Spirit of 
God. 

The words of the Text are an entire 
Propoſition : aſſerting the Divine Au- 
thority of the Canon of Scriptures 
and my endeavour ſhall be at this time 
to prove the truth of that Propoſition. 
Wherein, that | may proceed with all 
plainnefs and clearneſs, I ſhall premiſe 
two words by way ne jon; 

Precautton. 

I. by way of Fetition, I ſuppoſe and 
take tor granted; 

I. The great pranciple of the 
power of God, and his provi- 

_ dencemn governing the world. 
2. I hat our body of Canonical 
Books 
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Books of the Old TeStament, 
1s the ſame with that which 
was in Uſe 1n the time of 
Christ and his Apoitles, And 
our body of the New Telta- 
ment the ſame which Was a:- 
ciently recerved mn the 
Church. So that what ſhall 
be proved of thoſe, 1s applica- 
ble to the Original Scripture 
ſed in our time. 


3. I hat thoſe Books of New Te- 


ſtament whole Authors were 
not anczently queifioned, were 
Written by: thoſe Authors 
whole Name they bear. And 
that thoſe few others which 
were ſometimes queltioned 
by ſome particular Churches, 
and afterward Univerſally 
received. contain in them no 
one point of Faith or Manners 
dillentient from the Contents 
of thole Books which were 
never queSroned. 


2. By way of Precaution and Ad- 
710nition mult 1ntreat you to? the 176- 
tice, that I ſhall not now meddile with 


A 4. the 


bs Againlt the 


| the Controverſies concerning Apo- 0 \þ 
| crypha, Tranſlations, Keri and Chetib, -r 
Hebrew points, various LeFions, dubi=> (C 
ous Authors or parts of Scripture. Lt 

But my endeavour at this time ſhall 
be to Afert the Divine Authority of »v 
the body and ſabſtance of the Original t 
Books of the Caron of the 01d and - 
New Teſtament: And this not in the £5 
way of common place , but in a par- «© 
ticular Fxamination or Refutation of C 
the molt dangerous 9pinions of the _-. 
Anti-ſcripturists, whichare theſe. | 
T. Of thoſe whopretend to beheve {1 
the truth of the New Teſtament, and 
yet they deny the Divine Authority 

of the Old. ; 
IT. Of thoſe who pretend to be- 
lheve the truth, but deny the divire 

Authority of the New Teſtament. 
| HI. Of ſuch as pretend to believe 
| matters of fad? to have been truly re- 
Y lated in the New Teſtament, but do not 
believe the truth of the Do@rinal 
parts relating to Faith and AMan- 
| 


hd A ow \ x ©, 4 > oÞ 


mers. 
IV. Such as dexy the truth of the 
Relation of matters of Fad in the 
| New 


<< vv 


Inti-ſcripturiſts. 
New Teſtament, and in conſequence 
reje the whole Body of Scripture. 
Of theſe as brietly and plainly as I 


- Can. 


I. The firſt Opinion 1s of thoſe, 
who pretending to believe the Truth of 
the New Teſtament, deny the Divine 
Authority of the 01d Teſtament. The 
Severians, and the Menichees, Balili- 
des, and Carpocrates of old: The 


Catabaptiſts of later times, ſome 


Anabaptiſts, Antinoztians, and other 
Fanatical Seftarids amonglt our 
ſelves. 5 

In oppoſition to theſe, Iſhall ſhew, 
that ſuppoſing the truth of the New 


9 


Teſtament, the Divine Authority of the 


Old Teſtament 1s to be acknowledg- 
ed : Becauſe the Divine Authority of 
the 01d Teſtament 18 allerted by C/r iſt 
and his Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in the 
New. 

1. Next to the Redemption of the 
world, the great butineſ(s which Chriſt 
had todoupon Earth,was toCorvince 
men that he was the A7ſzas, and fo 
to aflert his Legeiflative Authority. 
And the great Argument which he 


uſed 


OW gs OOO IE _— 
m_ k 


Joh. s. 45. 


Agatnlt the 


uſed for the conviction of the world 
was this. 

All the Marks and the entire Cha- 
raZer of the Meſliah, and of his Acti- 
onsand Paſſions, were preferred and 
foretold by the Law and the Frophets, 
and the P/2l-xs, i.e. in the Volume of 
the Old Teſtament. 

And all things foretold or prefi- 
gured concerning the Meſliah, were 
accompliſhed by hix:ſelf. 

So that though the great Works of 
Ehriſt, and the purity and excellency 
of his DoGrize, and of his Life were 
of themſelves ſufficient to juStifie the 
Introduction of his Law into the 
World, yet he was pleaſed to reſolve 
(Cas it were) his own Authority into 
the Divine Authority of the Old Te- 
ſrament, an'l to makeuſe of thoſe o- 
tier maniteitations of himſelf, in a co- 


ordination with that principle. 


And therefore we find him ſtull 
preſſing the Jews with this, that if they 
did beli:ve the Writings of HMoſes,and 
th2ir other Scriptures, they mult. of 
neceſſity believe h7zx allo. 

Moſes wrote of me ( ſaith he) 
where- 


Anti-ſcripturiſis, I1 
wherefore, did ye believe 279ſes, ye 
would believe wwe. The Scriptures 
feſtifie of me, therefore ſearch them 
diligently, ptvydre Te; yeroae. F Or the 
attuning of everlaſting life he reters 
the Lawger to the Law, What 5 Lvknozs 
written in the Law £ how readoſt thou? 
For the avoiding of the place of tor- 
ments, he mares Abrahu reter the 
Relations of Dzves to Moſes and the 
Prophets. 

In all his Diſprtations with the 
Phariſces and Sadduces, the Lawyers 
and the Scribes, he makes his appeal 
to the Scriptures of the. OI Teflta- . 
ment. Andlcit any one ſhould think 
that in all this he did only argue ad 
homines ( that diſputing with rhe 


Joh.s. 39. 


Ltk.15.29 


| Jews he only proceeded upon their 


own Hypothelis) we find him inthe 
courſe of his Miniltration poſttively es 
aſlerting, that the Scriptures zz? be Joh.10.35 
fulfilled; that they cannot be bro- 
ken 5 that he came not to defiroy the 
Law and the Prophets, but to fullfil yr... 18. 
them and that Heaven and Farth 
ſhall pals awav, before one Jo or 
tittle of theſe ſhould per;/h, until all 

Was 


Mat. 3.31, 


ee re 


| 

[ i 2 Againli the 

| was fulfilled. Thus he afſerted the 
Authority of the Old Tettament be- ,- * 

' , finc 
fore his death. 


And after his Reſurre@ion he made 
a real demonſtration that the Old 
Teſtament was given by inſpiration 2900 
of God ; for on the day of his Re- ; 
| turrection, falling into company of ,, . 
# two of his Diſciples, going to Em- « 1 
kt Luk.24-27 22445 : He began at Moſes and all the 
-F Prophets, and expounded to them 
|| in all the Scriptures the things con- 
cerning him(elt. bf 

And afterward when the Eleven 
were come together, as a recapitula- 
tion of this his method, and that he Gil 
might inſtruct his Diſciples in it, he , 
ſaid unto them, Theſe were the words P ; ; 
which T ſpake unto you, while I was P* 
zet with you, that all things muſt be 
fulfilled, vhich were written in the |. 
Law of Afoſes, and 1n the Prophets, 


£ -—_ 
So 
4 OREN 
— 


. Nt: 
and in the Pſalms (in the Volume of Br 
Old Teſtament ) concerning me. He thi 


opened their underſtandings , and ,. 
ſaid, thus 1t 1s written, and ths it bs 
behoved : And as a ſhort Idea of {«: 
y, "t they were to do, hetells them, 

| | and 
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and ye are Witneſſes of theſe things. 

2. In purſuance of this method we 
find the Fvargeliſts very curious, and 
very frequent 1n obſerving the ac- 
compliſhment of the Preſcriptions of 
the Old Teſtament, reciting fome- 
times the ſpeeches of Chriſt, ſaying, 


- that he did ſuch, or ſuch a thing, to 


the end that the Scriptures might be 


_ fulfilled : 7 will not eat of the fruit of 


the Vine till all things be fulfill- 
ed. 

Sometimes 1n their. own Perſons 
obſcrving the accompliſhment of par- 
ticulars, and noting either particular 
portions of Scriptures which were 
fulfilled, or the fulfilling of the $2ri- 


uf prures cited at large , without any 
Y particular Quotation. Thus the E- 


yangeliſts writing of the * Concepti- *** Mar.r. 


on, © Nativity, < Name of Chriſt, 4 " M Rive 
his coming out of Egypt, * dwelling at «war.2.23 


. Nazareth, frgration to Capernanm, « 


8riding to Jeruſalem: Say that theſes 31, 4 
things were done that the Scriptures 

or the ſaying of the Prophet ) at 
Lirge might be fulfilled : So hkewile 
for the circumſtances of his Paſlton, 


the. 


E Againlt the 
"Mat.2s, the k flight of his Diſciples, i caſting 
ws 35: _ mhis Ons, K Vinegar g1- 


: 29 Other tines they note the -5J08 


«Mar 82, lar Prophet, Chriſt » healed Diſeaſes, 
Chara 2. © poke in Parables, and that the ſay- 
" '51ng 0: 1/4.4h the Prophet might be 
at, 2.17 
fulfilled: » When Herod flew the 
Ciildren , then was fulfilled that 
_— was {poken by YJereazy the 
7 OP! Het, F. rhel WW. ep11'g for her Chil- 
dren, Ec. and once we Gd a quota- 
tion of the ſecond Plalm, and the 
like : Tyr for the Evangeliſls. 
3. Lajilzy, the Divine Authority 
of the Old Teſtament is aſſerted by 
the Apoitles: Whom we find every 
wacre 1 their Writings, citing the 
*Gal.z no Teftimanics of the 4 Law and the*® 
{ 


Sr 2 bets, and the. 'Pſulms * ; appealing 
2 


& 13 33. {Othem, *what ſaith the Scripture? 
*Rom-4-2-* te Seripture hath c ine oma or 
virb*® 5: Arorine out of them, oft times 
at iro} thus not only the Apoſtles 


$'B- 
-"©4-28; _—_ y 4pollos nnghtily conv jnced the 
Ja 3*9* Jews, ſometimes ab abſurdo, * do ye 
think the Scr: ture (pcaks | in vain? 
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Ina word, the Apoſtles followed the 

way and method which their Maſter 

taught them : 5 they aſſerted that the 
Golpel was * promiſed by the Prophets, *Rom.1.12 
b witneſſed by the Law and the Pro- Nom. rs 
phets : <by all! the Prophets. Affirm- oo: 
pg of themſelves, that they believed 43: A 
a.ill things written inthe Lawand 1n "4 


14. 
the Prophets : and that they continu- 
ed teſtifying and ſaying © »o other ** ro 


things than the Prophets and Moſes did 
ſay ſhould come. 

Finally, leſt any place ſhould be 
left for doubting concerning any part 


of the Old T eltament, the Apoitles 


have exprelly allerted concerning the 
f Law, that it 15holy, juſt, and good "Rom, g. | 
$that the Prophets are holy, and *the, A . 
Scriptures holy; that they are the oF s 
i Oracles of God, Klively Orarles; that 0g __ 
Ll God ipake by the Prophets; © that 146, de 
holy men of God ſpake as they were *® 2 Per.1. 
moved by the Holy Ghoft. Laſtly, a, 
; (in the ext )' that then li2g Yegupalt,® : Tim 3. 
wherein T70thy had been inftitifted 15. 
by his Mother, were giver by i»ſpi- 
ration of God. 

This 1s the {enſe of the New Teſta- 

Pens 


if, 


16 


Againft the 


ment concerning the 0ld Teſtament : ſte 
ſuppoſing therefore the Truth of the 


New Teſtament, the Divine Autho- 


' rity of the Old Teſtament is to be 


— 


F< 


acknowledged, contrary to the firſt 
Opinion of the Anti-ſcripturiſts. 

IT. The Second Anti-ſcriptiral O- 
pinion 1s of thole whopretend to be- 
lieve the Truth, but they deny or 
doubt the Divine Authority of the 
New Teſtament , either of the whole 
body of the New Teſtament , or at 
leaſt of that part which delivers the 
Speeches and Writings of the Apo- 

les. 

Of this ſort there are ſazd to be 
m14ny, Who by the power and influ- 
ence of their Education are reſtrained 
from derying or diſ-believing the 
Truth of the New Teſtament, and 
et through the infelicity of corrupt 
converſation are fallen from that 
[encration Which 1s due to writings 
luppoled to be of Divine Authority. 

For the Hiſtory of the New Te- 
itament they have the ſame reſpect 
which they have tor Tacitus or Saluſt, 
or ſome ſuch other Hiſtoryztor the 1- 


ſiery 


thi 
rel 


Anti-ſctipturitts, 
#2 fiery of the Goſpel, the ſame which 


ce they have for ſome parts of Plato, or 
\g9- remnants of Pythagoras, For the 
be praGical parts, the ſame which they 
-{+ have for ſome parts of Cicero or Se- 
neca,or Epidetus. All which writings 
7.. they believe to be trxe, but no man 
o. believes them to be Divine. And ſome 
or #here are who pretend a great weme- 
he ation for the ſpeeches of Chriſt, but 
ole have a meaner eſteem tor the words, 
at and writings of the Apoſtles. 
the . In oppoſition to thele Opinions, I 
po- ſhall ſhew, that ſappoſme the words of 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles to be True, 1t 
be Will follow, that they are to be e- 
1. ſteemed to be of Divine Authority. 
ied. Becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles did 
he profeſs and declare, that what they 
nd delivered to the world, was of Dz- 
pt vine Authority. 
\at And becauſe onr Lord Chriſt did un- 
; dertake not only for h;-ſelf, but for 
the Inſpiration of his Apoſtles allo: 
"oe. , I. Inthe examination of the ext 
e& Opinion, I ſhall be obliged to lay. 
vſt, before you ſome of the evzderces of 
- Divine Authority 1n Chriſt and his 
B Apo- 


Tt 
| 

4 

, 
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* Mat. 21: 


Againli the 


Apoſtles, here it 1s ſufficient to pro- 


daee their a/ſertions of It. 

The tie of our Lord Chriſts #:- 
iſtration 'S betwixt three and four 
years) was ſpent in preaching and 
working , and his Authority was of- 
ten queſtioned. 


ing the Goſpel, the Chief Priefts anc 


the Scribes and the Flders came upon | 


him, faying, tell us by what Autho- 
rity thou doſt theſe things (preacheſ! 


to the people) and who gave the: 
that Authority ? 


| Knowing the perverſneſs of the: ' 


minds, he was zot pleaſed to gratifi 
them at that nime with a diref an 


(wer , but confounded them with : 
queſtion concerning the Baptiſan ©! 


Joh. 

But at Other timtes,upon Other occa 
fons, we find the Divine Authorit' 
of his teaching abundantly declare: 
and aſſerted by him, 


oh.14.6 ®*Tam the way, the truth and tl; 
B6:53 life : The words which I ſpeak uni 


\ 


_ 


In Lzke 20. 1. and in the * paral- \ 
23. lel places, Whale he was in the Tem- 
Mar-11-27 ple teaching the People, and preach- 


pot 
tho 
hel 
thec 


the: 
atifi 


f an 
1th 
mM 0 
occa 
orit' 
lare\ 


d th 


\vITLE 


Y 


- ſelf, but the Father that ſext me, he 


h- why me- a Commandment what I 
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you they are ſpirit, and they are + 
life. © The words which I ſpeak 1* Job. 
ſpeak not of my ſelf, but of the Fa- 

ther which dwelleth in me. 4 a4 *Jeh7.16 
Dodrine 18 not mine, but his that, 

ſent me. ®*I do nothing of my ſelf, ro 
but as my Father hath taught me fo 

T ſpeak: f 7 have not ſpoken of my * Joh.r2- 


49. 


*9 


4- 
10; 


hould ſay, and what I ſhould fpeak. 

E 1Yhatſoever I ſpeak therefore , even* Joh. 12: 

asthe Father ſaid unto me, fo ſpeak. af 

k Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, » mar. 24+ 

but mry words (hall ot paſs away. z3v 
Thus aid our Saviour aflert the 


'Divine Authority of his Words. 


2. And ſo likewiſe the Apoſiles are 


very frequent in aſſerting the Di- 


'vine Authority of the things which 
'they delivered. 


In the 15. of the 47s, we find 
them aſſexzbled about the queſtion of 
Circumciſion 5 and they accounted it 
0 robbery to entitle their Decrees to 
the Holy Ghoſt, 1t ſeemed good to 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, v. 18. 

Nor do they pretend to reyelatiou 

Þ #: wher 


2© Againft the 
when gathered in Council only, 
but each one ſeverally for him- | 
ſelf. | 
S. Peter profeſles of hizvſelf, that he 

*r Pet.g,t WaSA "part aker of the glory which was 
revealed: And of his Goſpel, that it 

> 1Pei.1.5. wasÞ revealed from Heaven. 

*rJoh.1.3' S- John declares that he had <xayariey 
with the Father and the Sor 5 as for 
his other writings, that they con- 

& Joh.1.1, tained the things 4 which : he had 

heard and ſeen with his eyes, which 
he had looked on, and his hands had - 
handled of the Word of life. 

As for the Apocalypſe, he profeſles, 

* Apoc. 1. that being in the Spzrit in the Tfle of 

9, 19  Patmos hereceived it, and was com- 

ſth. 19; Manded to wrzteit ina Book. 

The greateſt writer among the Apo- | 
ſtles wasS. Paul, and the greateſt Que- 
ſtion hath always been (amongſt Un- | 
believers) concerning his Call;yg and 
the Authority of his Goſpel. 

He knew this very well, and there- 
tore we find him aflerting both his 
Calling and his Goſpel with abundant 
care and diligence. 

He affirms himſelf to have been 

an 


-3 


_ an Apoſtle not * of an , neither by:gq,, , 
man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God 
the The Fathers That by » God himſelf he» gom.s... 
was - Was ſeparated to preach, conſtituted 2Tim.r.11 
... A Preacher, an Apoſtle, anda Dae en 37 
at it 3 2; 
der of the Goſpel. As CONCernme 
Pu his Goſpel, he proteſles to have © re-<Eph.3.1 
- for ceived it by Revelation of God. 
TY As for the Spirit wherewith he 
had Prote and preached, he profeſled him- | 
Mick ſelf *ready to give a proof of Chriſt «2Cor.13. 
Jad ſpeaking in him. He appealed to the 3. 
Prophetick Spirit then in the Church, + ;cor.14. 
es, © If 419 man think himſelf a Prophet or 37: 
lo of Spiritual : let him acknowledges ths 
nl things which Iwrite to be the Command- 
ments of God. 
p6- Out of this aſſurance it was that 
Pue- he enjoined his Epiſtles to be read in "I 
; 8 the Churches of * Coloſs, 5 Laodicea, hs 
4 b Theſſalonica, and i excommunicates * 2 Thel, 
{ſuch as ſhould be diſobedtent in that 3: 1+: 
particular. 
_ And leſt any one ſhould here Fe- 
Jane | Peat the ObjeFzon made again{t our 
; Saviour, Thou beareſt witneſs of thy 
ZE ſelf, thy witneſs is _-_ _ 3 
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22 Againlt the 
S. Paul ſpeaking of all the Apoſtles, 
*Eph 4-11 affirms that God had ® ſet them in the 


a 
» 3.4 Church, and that ®the Myſtery of the A 
Goſpel was revealed to the holy Apo- t 


: SCALE a7 a8 ==X4 
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ſtlesby the Spirit. + ſt 
| Particularly, notwith{tanding that - 
| diſpute betwixt S. Peter and S. Paul t 
F Min (trom the*firſt Ages of the Church 


| zm. Galat, © Our own Times, objected by Un- 

ml & i=c.2. belteversto the prejudice of Religt- 
=. RIO. on) it1s remarkable, that, in the ſame 
place where S. Paul gives an account 
how © Peter was to be blamed, and - 
how and wherefore he withſtood him to + 
his face at Artioch,: he doth expreſiy 
athrm, that the Goſpel of the Circumci- 
ſon was committed to Peter, and that 
God wrought ctiectually in Peter to 
the Apoltleſhip of the Circymerſron. 

On the other fide S. Peter, in that 
very place, where he may ſcem to 
:2Pet-3-15 complain of the * Avayinre of S. Panl, 
pet even there he owns him as his be- 
loved Brother, acknowledges lis Wiſ- 
dom tohavebecn given him of God, 
and numbers all his Fpiſtles , inter 
T8; M0: TAs YLagas, amongſt the other 
$CLPLUTCS. 


\ 


P_—_— — k\ _ | 


* Gal. 2, 


*L Laſily, 
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les, 3+ Laſily, for ſuch as would put 
the a Liffercnce of degrees betwixt the 
"the Authority of the words of Chriſt, and 
Apo- the writings and Sermons of the Apo- 
ſtles, they may take notice, that the 
that Authority of theſe, reſolves 1t {elf into 
Pay! the veracity of Chriſt himlelt. 
irch He it was who being to leave the 
Un- World, promiſed his Diſciples again 
igi- andagan, that he would * 2d down : gy... 
277 upon them the Holy Spirit, that 25. 
Dunt ſhould Þ ;zſtru# them and fearh them » 1, 26. 
and All things, that ſhould © Lead them into * 16-13: 
to alltruth, * Brineto their remembrance - '* "_ 
reſly all things which he himſelf had ſpo- 
1cj- hen, that ſhould< ſhew ther things to* 16. 13- 
that come, that with this Spirit they ſhould 
- to notbelightly daſh'd,or ſprinkled, but 
72. that they ſhould be f Baptized, and rag, yg. 
that as it were plunged into it. 
to How all theſe Promiſes were per- 
aul, formed, andhow the A4fertions of the 
be- Divine Authority of the Words of 
if) Chriſt, and the Apoſtles were proved 
rod, to be true, I am zextto ſhew. Tn the 
ater interim T conclude, that ſuppoſing the 
her truthof the words of Chriſt and þjs A- 
poſiles, they are to be _ emed of Divine 
Fly, Anthority. B 4 IL. The 
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ITT. The third Opinion 1s of ſuch ble 
as pretend to believe matters of ſat Dot 
to have been truly related in the New Apc 
Teſtament , but they do not believe - . 
the truth of the DoGrinal parts re- cer 
lating to Faith or Manners. 01 
|| Of theſe there have always been Tw 
F too great a number, not only preter- So! 
E106 ders, who under a form of Chriſtia- 1. 
my nity deny the power thereof, but ge- hat 
erally all ſorts of Hereticks. When An 
; | Porphyrinus had revyolted from Chri- the 
ftianity to Platoniſir, and had bent W: 
all his Forces againſt the $cripture- 
Hiſtory, he was refuted not only by fof 
Lattantins, and Methodius, men Or- am 
thodox in Doctrine , but by Eſeb;z5 Ot! 
and Apollinarjsz and of late days, (K 
+ Socinus and others have well aſſerted to 
j the truth of the Scripture-Hiſtory he 
who yet have been offended at the th 
dogmtical parts of the Goſpel, and EF}; 
concerning the Faith have made fſhip- 
mwrack. | Pc 
In Oppotition to theſe I ſhall en- #- 
deavour ty d:monſtrate, that, Sup- 
polling 31-tters of Fact to be truly related tl 
im the New T2ſtament, it 13S unreaſona- * 
| ble 


: 
” 


| 
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uch þle to ſuſpect the truth of wy of the 
{af DoFrines delivered by Chriſt or his 
Vew Apoſtles. | 
eve -. Amongst the various fancies con- 
re- cerningReligion,wherewith the whole 
world hath been always embroiled : 
en Two thines there are wherein all the 
en- Sons of Adam have agreed; namely, 
1a- I. That that 1s to be believed which 
ge- hath received the teſt;m1ony of God. 
en And 2. That this teſtz-20ny 1s to be ga- 
ri- thered trom inſtances of ſupernatural 
ent Wiſdom and Power. 
re- Tathe ſtudy of natural and Philo- 
by ſophical Theologie , the Speculativz 4 
Ir- amongſtthe Greeks and Romans, and 
5 Other Nations, ſought after Wiſdom, 
VS, (Reaſon , and Demonſtration. But ) 
ed to reduce the People to the forms of re- 
ry teions Rites and Sacrifices preſcribed 
he them, they were made to believe the 
1d Ep3iphanies of the Gods, and the ma- 
p- mifeſtations of their 1iſdom, and 
Power, by Oracles and TVorks ferrer- 
n- eatural. 


Þ= ' To theſeeven Muhomet Pre: 
'd though his great Argum?”” 
7 - Z 


: ; 
-Þ Z 


Again(t the 

the Sword : and of the Jews I neccy ,y 
not ſpeak. nev 
For a Foundation of Religion, andy 
in our -qiſtion atter that, ſhort O',,,v 
this Teſ!;»207y we ought not to ſtay:git 
further we cannot go: And herein 1 ger 
the utmoſt of humane wzſdom to con 
fder well thole Evidences upon whicl x ,s 
weadventure the intereſt of our eter tar 
nity. Frg 
To this evidence therefore we ap yas 
peal in alerting the Do@rine of ou x57. 
Lord Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 5 Name gy 
ly to the inſtances of Smupernaturi gþ,;; 
Knowledge and Supernatural Power cy 
whereby their Do&rine was atteſi | 
8%. wn 
I ſhall not here wave the force, bu ,,; 
I ſhall decline the repetition of wha the 
[ have formerly ſpoken ooncernin!+;, 
the atteſtations given to itby Yi{b. cg, 
Signs, Audible Voices, Apparitions 0Þtþ 
Angels, Fulfilling the Prophecies, Evi y0; 
dences of Chriſts Reſurretion, Miſſio'" m4 
of the Holy Ghoſt. mM: 

In 70h. 7.15. the Jews wondred 1 
Chrilt that he kaew ary thing : Hov n« 


zowets 
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CCcy ,owerh this man Letters, ſeeing he : 
neverlearned them? but if we mark 
anche Scriptures, we ſhall fr:d that he 
F Olkzew all things, and that nething was 
4) :withdrawn from the reach of his un- 
7 \gerſtanding. 
"or He knew the * pckrneſs and death of 
uCl x 19ar us, though abſent and at a di- 
Ferftance; He ſaw Nathaniel under the? 4. 17. 
Fre-tree, and convinced hrm that he 
4Þ was the Son of God, and the King of 
ou Iſ+-zel : ©Come ſee a man (aid the Wo- 4" 
me man of Samaria) which told me all 
uri ghings thatever I did, fs not this the 
wer Chriſt ? | 
teſt He was KaeJrwyvun;: The ſecret 9% Joh.6.6 9 
- murmur at his hard fayings, the 7- 64. 
Urard © deſpres to ask him @ueſiions3 «15, 19, 
/ha thef Reaſorings and Dialogiſyrs of the * Luk.9.45 
Wert of his Diſciples; 6 the ſecret Q® 
{tb Comncils of the Scribes and Phariſees, © 
s 0Stheir evil ſyrmiſings, * their ereache>  Mte2-F. 
EU! yous intentions to intrap him, K their» - = wg 
ſao”: ental Blaſphemy, were all naked and 7: 
manifeſt before him. | 
a: He knew what was in m14#u, and*Joh.2.24 
ov necded not that any one ſhould tell 25: 
pers hum 4 


* Joh. 17. 
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« Mat.x9; £15 * He knew the various Kinds of. ly 
2H» Devils, and how they were to be e- pp 

_ jected: This Kind cometh not out 
at.17.21 R \ſtro 
Mat.17.29 but by Prayerand agen: He knew *,..;- 
the Fiſles of the Sea, and where they ful 
were, and what was in them. «6 
He knew not only things paſ? and, .. 


» Joh.18.4 .  bþ - I 
g, hg, preſent, but to come; * He foreſaw all Lf 


13.11. thi1gs that were to come upon him, |}! 
©pwho it was that ſhould betray him, 
«Mat.:o. he foretold his Diſciples all the CIr-$.h 


Een cumſtances of his Paſſzoz, *how he! | 


{. 23: was tobe Betrayed, *® Condemned, Ide- . 
. Mat. "_ livered to the Gentiles , 8 mocked, 'PI: 
.- , ; c 
tJoh. 14. ſcourge4, ſpit on, kill d and Cru- |yyr 
8: cified at Jeruſalem. 
Behold, ſaith he, T tell you before ; |. 


al k, . : , r | 
44. © Let this ſaying ſink into your hearts. |, 
'Nat.25. He iforewarned Peter of his denial, | z, 
: _ k and the Diſczples of their flight. 


[| 
'Luk. 21. 
20, 


| He foretola things to come after ' i 
his death, the time and manner of the |. 
deſtruction of Jernſalem : The ſucceſs « 
of his Goſpel, the Effet (unlikely) of * 
© Joh. 12. his Crucifixz09, ® that it ſhould draw |; , 
ET i all men after him, ®that it ſhould be ” 
14, preachedand believed in the whole | 

| world 


an 


PY 
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world * ſpreading it feif hike Leave, ayers, 
of and like a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, 41. 
© d that Satans Kingdom ſhould be de- dy 
Ut Rroyed ns like lightning not- 
©: withſtanding the < falſe Chriſts 4 
1 falſe Prophets which ſhouldarile. 

Theſe and many more were in- 
ſtances of the ſupernatural kzowledee 
of Chriſt : And for his power, the time 
:wouldfail me to inliſt upon the many 
- *PZand various inſtances mentioned 1n 
IT-*the Goſpels. 
 T ſhall omitthe exerciſe of his do- 
\minton over the Sun, Moon.and Stars, 
/Plants, and Animals, Earth, and 
#*:Water, the Wind and the Sea, and 
briefly mind you of thoſe which con- 
cerned the bodies of men ; how he 
'1. Fedtheir hunger, 2. Healed their di- 


al, ſtempers, Z. Raiſed their .dead, and! Mar I4. 
4. Caſt out Devils. AE 

ter. _ 
ul He fed *4000 at one time , and « * Mat, - 
o 5000 at another,with 5 or 7 Loaves, I 
eſs © and a few little Fiſhes. Pap; 


of ' He healed the < blind, *lame,* deaf, * » Mar.8.14 


WO Edumb, 3 mimed,  feaveriſh, *  hydro- Ma 


« | Pical, k paraljtic, l Jeprons, and ® Ju724-! Mar.17. 


tick + 


iS] | "Mat 4-23 


F [of 
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EN I tick perſons. He cured not ” greeneon 
-= 21. wounds only, but ancient invetcratety 7 
 Mar.9.29 J7eladies of * 12, of £38 years conti del! 
: Joluge5- nuance, oxe that was born blind. W, 
He ſedno Plaſters nor Potions, nithe 
Teleſmans or other Charms, but per caſt 
« xultss. formed all theſe things by a 4 touclia!, 
»NMat.9-29 of his Hard or of his* Garment. Hicer 
© Mac. 8.6, healed * abſext perſons as well as preGac 
# Joh. 5-5+ ſet, 8 he ſprke the word only and the by 
were healed. j 
»Mar.s.qz HE raiſed to life the Daughter 
Luk.9.11 8 Tayrzs, the * Widows Son at Naing 
- Joh His Friendk Lazarys, and ! many bot 
{Mar.27- dics of the Saints. Many of whicÞto 1 
52* healed and raiſed perſons hived tiFFec 
Tuſ. Eccl. about” Trajar's tune, as Guadratys Anat 
Mo Diſciple of the Apoſtles aftirmed 1 - 
Anner.p.81 his Apology to Hadriay the EmpeySu 
rour. | 2Ct 
Like a ſtrong man armed he calf Hi 
out Devils, whatever kind thei! Ex 
were of he quickly diſlodged themy01 

— - foaming and tearing Devi 
which withſtood the power of hi Ac 
Diſciples, and threw down and tore th# Po 


Anti-lcripturifs. 31 


eeneorming to Chrilt himſelf, he preſent-_ 
atety rebaked, and healed the child, and 
ati delivered him to his Father. 

Neither their lozg poſſeſſion, nor 
natheir 2 mbers could ſecure them, he 
'er Calt ® ſever at once out of Mary Mag-* Mar.16.9 
ucpa/en, and an Þ whole Legion outof a" Luk8.27 

Hicertain man of the Country of the 
preGadarens, who had been poſſeſſed 
he by them a long time. | 

| Moreover, for atteſtation to the 

ruth of hisGoſpel, he delegated all this 
power to others,to the © 1 2 Apoſtles.to *Mat.ror7 
KheT70 Diſciples: *He bequeathed it « hag 
h 1ctO Believers at his death, and they alſo ' I.--9. 

titrecerved and exerciſed this ſuper- *Mara6: 
Inatural power. 
| T have given a few jnftances of the 
exSupernatural Wiſdom and Power of 
+Chriſt ſolitarily conſidered: The 
2H3ſtory of the Goſpel affords us many 
thelExamples wherein they were gfori- 
ſ ouſly combined. : 
# ®y his Knowledgef he foretold his 39-5: 


2t. 


I7. 


p 
v + 
: 
f 
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FLuk.24. the Power of his Divinity hety;r 
57- aſcended. on T 

He aſcended, and by his Power heg; , 

fulfilled the Predictions and Promiſe; 

dA. 2.4. which he had made. He ® ſext down; 
the Holy Spirit, and ſhed forth the gift ge 

of ſupernatural Wiſdom and Powe « 

upon his Apoſiles. ho 

: Not to mention the Apparition 0jp, } 
As 9: Angels, and of Chriſt himſelf, they. 
" 10. Bath. Kol. the ©Fxtaſies, * Dream, 
ua it Vilions, and * Impulſes which werg 
*16.6,7. ZLven them for their ows aſſurance; 
That they might be enabled to preacig, 

the Goſpel to all Nations, and deliveg,., 

to the world thoſe Scriptures whereo 

: we are ſpeaking, they hadfthe wor! 
. 6or.12-9 of Knowledge and of Wiſdom and 
of Faith, and the gift of diver, 
Tongues, and interpretation 
Tongues beſtowed upon them. 

And to jutifie their DoGrine tae 

the Ages preſent and to come, they 

had the Gifts of Propheſite , and owy7 
Healine, and of Miracles. Ji 

tap. 4. Þ John (the beloved Diſciple) hearg 
a roice as 1t were of a Trumpet, talk} 

ing with him, which ſaid, Come ul; 

| | hither.” 


© 
"ad 
hy 
-—_ 
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Acthither, and I will ſhew thee thine: 
. which ſhall be hereafter; and imme- 
 Xgiately he was in the Spzrit, and re- 
Hegeived the Revelation. 
WI 2Paut an Apoſtle (though born out * ARt-27. 
iftgf due time) came to Viſions and '® ** 
WER evelations , he twice foretold what 

ſhould happer to the Ship where- 
n Ohh he was carried Priſoner to Rome. 

"Bc forctold the Þ Apoi/acy of the /at-» ,xhe; 
er times, the riſing of Antichrift, 
Sthe perillons times which {hould<2rim., 
ncegnme upon the world 1n the laſt 
days. 4 Acabus a Believer at large, ; 

. At.11.2. 

retold the Famine winch was tOs 
pme upon all the world, f and the fa&.s.13: 
nding of Paxlat Jeruſilem, Oc. 
\ But the Inſtances of ſupernatural 
pwer exerciſed in healing of Diſeaſes, 
ing the dead, 8 confounding the Op- 
w/crs of their Doctrine, and in ſe- 
feral other kinds by the Apoſtles, 
d their Companions and Adhe- 
id Onfrts . the Freachers and Writers of 
he Podrine of the Goſpel, are ſo a- 
Wndantly delivered inthe New Te- 
talktament, that I ſhall not offer at parti- 
Ce uſſlars. ih Ti 
ther.? 


= . 
2 
*f 
.* 
| of s otahegtonn —_ by Se mid 
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In the 4. of the As we find all the 
Apoſtles praying 3wefuuedy, that Goc' F 
would itretch forth his hand to heal.,& *** 
that ſens and wonders might be don 77 
by the Name of his holy Child Jeſs i 
And immediately the place was ſha x | 
ken, and they were all filled wit! b 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power. | 

The particular 2£racles of parti” 
cular perſons are recorded. In on?? 
word, they went and preached evi 
ry where the Doctrines which ar? 
written in the Goſpel 3 the Lori 
working with them, and confirming 
their words by mighty ſigns and wo 
ders, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 

This is the ſtate of the matter 
Fad, as it 1s propounded in the N4 
Teſtament : I conclude therefore. the 
ſuppoſing matters of Fad to be tr 
delivered 1n the New Teſtamer® 
there zs 20 reaſon to doubt of the DS 
@rines delivered by Chriſt or his | 
poſtles, relating to faith or mannelg/ 
And I come to the conſideration 
the laſt and extreme Opinion of th 
Anti-ſcripturiſts. 
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the ER” 
\ i. TV. The laſt Opinions of thoſe who 


_ deny the truth of the Relation of mat- 
5 gers of Fad delivered in the New Te- 
ſu ſtament, and in conſequence rejed the 
| ha whole body of the Seriptures. 
off | 7 could wiſh there were 0 luch as 
#heſe, and that what I have yettoſay 
A my altogether zeedleſ5 for that rea- 
Jon. 
2 Zut what means then the public 
Rumors which we hear 2 and 
Fyhence 1s an Opinion gone 1nto the 
. Fyorld, that ſome great Philoſophers 
=nd men of gererons reaſon are dif- 
$itisfied concerning the truth of Scri- 
$/rre, and believe the Axthority of it 
$ be wholly derived from the Macz- 
frate. 
# Tr reference to thele I ſhall endea- 
Four, - | | 
Y 1. Briefly, toſhewthat the ground 
ypon which theſe 13/emern and Phi- 
Þſophers rejed the Scriptures, 1s con- 
gary tothe AKcaſor of mankind. 
$ 2. To evince, that the belicf of the 
Divine Authority of the Scriptures 


þ moſt agreeable to Keaſor... 
v.F RR 


L.A: 


Wy 


OI © 


—_ 
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r. As for the Areument and ground 4 
of thole (amongſt us Chriſtians) that 
reject the body of the Scriptures, I do . 
not remember to have heardof other x 
than this. | 
t | They have often called upon Belie- q 
[| | vers, Paſtors perhaps, or Doors in | þ 
BF 7 the Church, for aclear and undenable® , 

b 
O 


9 P evidence of the truth of the ſtory of: 
| the Goſpel, and they have ot atford-! 
edit: therefore they conclude , the 
Scriptures are tobe rejeded. FB: 

But 3s this the ronlaiing of gene-} it 
ronsWit2and men of mighty deeds in ? 
Diſputation , of men pretending to? t 
the depths of Reaſon and Philoſophy ?  F7 

To give a man a clear and wnde-: 

. nidble evidence of any thing , there} 
are but two ways, viz. To convince? 4 
either his Serſes or his Underſtand: 'N 
ing;the former whereof 1s to be done! |, 
by Experiment, the later by Demon: 

ftration. ; P 

IWould they have now an Experi-! , 
»:ent whether ſuch or ſuch a thing: O 
were done 16 or 1700 years ago! 1; 
IWould they have a demonſtration of. 

parti? 


ne- 


EDT; 


eri-.} 
ing 
0! 
x Ol? 
rt1-: 


* fur 
* totheReaſon of mankind. 
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particulars, in their nature 3ndifferent 
to be done Or 70t to be done, depend- 
ing upon the liberty of Cauſes ? 

Iwell were it for the world. if theſe 
Beanx Eſprits would have the pati- 
ence, and endure the ſutizne of ac- 
quainting themſelves with the ways of 
knowledge ( Experiment and Demon- 
ſtration)) it would not then be trou- 


= bled with the dangerous Tmpertinency 
| of ſuch Pretenders. | 


Then theſe men would not call tor 


' Experiment ina ſubject nncapable of 


It, and (being inſtructed that Demon- 


 ſtration 1s only of V®7verſal Propolt- 


tions in materia neceſſaria , whole con- 
trary Poſitions zmply a contradiction) 
they would 4xow, that to demanil 


this kind of evidence of the truth of. 


the uy of the Goſpel, 1s to be ab- 
[ 


y znjudicious, and toadG contrary 


For ſeeing we may not with cz- 


| vility ſappole this principle to be 


advanced only for the deſtruction 
of Religion, and the ruine (or at 
leaſt undeniable hazard ) of the 

0 2 Souls 


29 Againl} the 


Souls of men 5 We onght to believe 
that theſe Philoſophers intend this asa 
ceneral Maxim: that (in matters 


<« adventure to aft, but upen clear and 


** undeniable evidence, and (\(peaking . 


«© properly) that wiſe men ought to be- 


lzeve nothing at all. Wherefore let | 


bi »s ſuppoſe this tor a general principle, 
WP and conſider what will follow. 


15 not all /czrning to be caſt away ? 


cometoancnd ? 


his Obedience, or a Tenant his Rent. 
till Titles be made out by Experiment 


or Demonſtration,would not the whole 
world be confounded? 


© ut leaſt of moment _) men ought not to | 


Setting aſide the knowledge of the b 


AﬀeTions of a few Lines and Numbers, 


Auſt not the Civil World of mankind E 
be brought to ſwift cozſuſron? muſt 2 
not mankind it lelf, in a few days ? 


Suppoſe a SubjeF ſhould not yield 


or Demonſtration. Sppoſe the Hus- | 
band-11an and the Merchant, the Ar- 4 
oe” tificer, the Souldier, the Banker, and 
ph "the Judge ſhould not adventure, but 
[tay for the alſurance of Fxperiment 


Suppoſe - 
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Suppoſe men {ſhould not arry, nor 
take Phyſick,, nor eat or drink till they 
ſhould have clear and wndenzable 
evidence, that all theſe things are 


' what they ſuppoſe, and ſhall ſucceed 


according to expeFation, would not 


mankind quickly be_ ſpent, and 


- broughttoanend ? 


if the management of all humane 


- Concernments, Political, Oeconom:- 


TL on OT ER OR 


cal, Perſonal, proceed upon the 


© grounds of Belief and Hope, and ra- 


tional (but not demonſtrative) infe- 


rence. If neither theſe Philoſophers 


2 (if they would conlider) nor a» 
* other Perſon, either ever did, or poſſeb- 
| Iy cold, pertorm any one atlion , up- 
; on ſachevidence, as theſe men require 
| concerning the truth of the ſtories of 

- the Scripture; then to reject them for 

© wantof ſach evidence, 18 repugnant to 

© the Reaſon of mankind. 


T proceed therefore to my ſecond 
aſſertion, that the Belief of the D3- 
vine Anthorizy of the Scriptures is 0ſt 
agreeable to reaſon. 

That the Divine "Authority of all the 
C 4 S$cripturcs 
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Scriptures of the 0/4 and New I c-: In 
ſtament, are undeniably concluded in tt 
from ſuppoſition of the truth of the adva 
Relation or Hiſtory of matters of faG' j/\Teſt 
in the New Teſtament , | have alrea-2 I. 
dy ſhewn. And that the rejed702 ot Cog 
all Hiſtory 1s againſt the Reaſor off 1. 
mankind 1s evident, becauſe all man--#atu 
kind receive ſome Hiſtory or other :Þ 
wherefore [ ſhall briefly ſhew, , 

I. That the Hiſtory of the Newvor 
Teſtament hath all thoſe advantages are 
whercof any Hiſtory 1s capable. b 

2. That it hath greater advantages * 
than any other Hiſtory. a 

1. The Arguments inducing men to 4 


the belief of any hiſtorical Relation, | kn 


are all of them q 
i Ab intra. Internal, from the 1.Cre- 3 


Rn 6 he Knowledge and 1» | 3 
j reerity of the Writers. 3. The 9/7 
way and manner of writing. © 
1 4b extra, External, The 1. Re- Lan 
ception of it in the world. 2.Cor- obj 
cirrent teltimonites of ſtrangers. [1 - 

2. The Conceſſaons of Adyerſa- Jver 
ries and the like. * du 


In b 


Either 
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c-- In all which particulars, no HiStory 
ed'\n the world can juſtly pretend any 
he advantage above that of the New 
G Teſtament. 
a-2 1. Forthe Credibility,Objed,and 
of Cognolcibility of it. 
jo * 1. To ay that inſtances of ſaper- gs, pu. 
n- | mes Power and Wiſdom are impoſ- 
ble, 1sto deny the power of God and 
is providence m governing the 
T1). Rorld: And to ſay that ſuch things 
es. are incredible, as are and have been 
$Ctually believed, in all tzmes, and by 
es Bull ſorts of perſons, Jews and Gentiles, 
Chriſtians and Mahometans ( a few 
0 ZAtheiſtical perſons only excepted) 1s 
1, an abſurdity. 
* The Hiſtory that we ſpeak of, pre- 
>= ends to no Jntrigres Or Cabaliſtick 
- {Counſels,or21yſteries ofState,but cor- 
an Feins 1 it ſelf within the /[imits of things 
e , ifble and Audible, things that were 
/ done or ſpoken; {o that mo Hiitory 
- can have advantage Over it, reſpedu 
- Jo yrs 
| 2 . As for Knowledge in the deli- 
- Zverers, I ſhall ſheyw it by a brief 1n- 
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ſpoken to or by themſelves, and coul$ 


_ verſant with the ref# of the Apoſtle: 


Againlt the 


The whole New Teſtament conſiſts oj John 
the Books of the Revelation, Epiſtle; I © 
Afts of the Apoſtles, and the Goſpels. Wi 

The Anuthors of the Epiſtles an 
the Revelation, in the Narrative part® 
of them, deliver the things done oS 


not be 7en0rant of their own experi. 
ENCES. - 
The Book of the 4s contains ſom#F*? 
things done by or to the ref? of this 
Apoitles , but chietly the concern® 
ments of Faul:; and it was writte!. 
by Luke,who was an jndividual Con 
panion of Panl, and intinately con? 


For the things Related in the Go? 
ſpel of S. Luke, he faith they wer 
delivered to him by thoſe who fron: ; 
the beginning were Fye-witneſſes 0: 
the works, and MiniSters of the wordl 
and his Hiſtory agrees with the _ 
Evangeliſts. 2 . 

The Goſpel of S. Mark hath ”_ 
thing which 1s not in S. Matthew of 
S. John, and was didated by S. Peter, 
the Head of the Apoitles. | 

S. Matthew was an Apoſtle, and Sy 

Jaw 
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 Aoba the Boſom Apoitle of Chrit. 


* [he Apeitles were choſen by him for 
Witneſſes of his Words and A&ions, 
they were with him from the begia- 


In ; a | : 
ing of his AMzniitry, continued with 


= im till his death, converſed with him 
1, M11 his 4ſcerrſion 3 That which they had 


Beard, which they had ſeen with their 
Fyes, which they had looked on, which 
#herr hands had handled of the word 
.@f life , that they delivered in writing 


Fr iter or Relater of Hiffory can pre- 
#nd to. | | 
3 2. For Arguments of their frce-* Cor.s, 8: 
Mity , they have left *Precepts of Ve- os 
Racity, and Þ prohibitions of lying,un-» jam 3.14 
ger pain of Hell torments, the Lake EP-4-25- 
Fhat burneth with fire and brimiFone: ©? on 
They have proteſted that they did not 22.15. 
Jollow cunningly deviſed Fables 5 that "DR 
Fhey did things ſmeerely as 1n the light 2 
ft God. | 
; They have appealed to the ſearcher 
of hearts : The God and Father of our 
Word Jeſus Chriit knoweth that T lie 
Hot. The things which 1 write unto 

ou, behold, before God Tlye not, Gal. 1. 
Joſ 120+ Faith S, Paw) They 
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rThel.2 They have left behind them vari: | 
4-0us in{fances of their ſimplicity anch” 
godly ſircerity 1n repreſenting thei: 

_ failings to the world, and of candou q- 
and ingenuity 1n diſtinguiſhing the? 
diFates of their own Reaſon from thi % 
inſpirations of the Holy Spirit: I ſpeats, 
by permiſſion, not by commanadmen 
of the Lord: This ſay T, not the Lordi 
Thus it is according to »y judgment) 
Oc. T Cor. 7. - 8 

But beſides all this, let the matte!#. 
be eſtimated acccording to common: 
reaſon : If theſe men did deviſe : 

Fable and impoſe it upon the world. 
what end could they propound tl 
themſelves in ſo doing? was there 
any profit in being dei7itute of al? 
things ? or pleaſure 1n being per/ſc-? 
cutcd, affiied, and tormented ? or ho: 
nour in being counted Fools and Mad? 
men. 3 

Before they began to publiſh the $t0-7. 
ries whereof we ſpeak, their Xa 
was gone, and all worldly hopes were: 
gone away with him : If they were 
not bound 1n Conſcience, and in $pi- bg 
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nc#/t > what obligation had he laid up- 
on them to labour and ſuffer tor his 
Fs 
1 $ononr as they did ? 
w > Toomit the ſeverity of his behayj- 
VR our to them, He ca/led them off from 
their Vocations Peter, and Andrew, 


ea 
wy James, and John from their Fiſhing, 
HMatthew from his Cuſtomers lace, the Mat. 9.9. 
ord; P 


-; Felt accordingly. 

# They forſook their Nets , their war, 4,20. 
* $hips, their Relations, and all their 22, 
pxterests,and followed him. 


: And this they did ( clearly and 
rd! F#14inly) believing that he was to be 
tA Great Temporal Prince, and in 


hopes of Preferment under him. In 
zths Expectation they continued to 
Zthe laſt minute of his converſation 
;,,with them upon Earth, and he per- 
1; mitted them ſo to do. 
Z Their laſt words to him were deli- zg, , 
L  vered in thisqueſtion, Lord wilt thou at 
7 © this time reſtore theKingdomuntolſrael? 
! Of the thing 1t ſelf they never 
- doubted , they ozly deſire to be i#- 


©) formed of the time, 
| Now after ſo long expedtation © 
"y | Contioer his Anſwer. His 
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Hjs Anſwer was this, It is not for 59 
you to know the times, &c. but ye ſhal'P© 

receive power when the Holy Ghoſt ic #7"? 
come upon you, and ye ſhall be witne/ 
ſes of me unto the utmoi? parts of th: F 
earth; and immediately he vaniſhei ? 
away. I 
Was this an anſwer to their QueSti 
0n? or a ſatisfatFion to their expe} 
Hation?. Was this an Obligation lac” 
upon them ? It he had not ſent dowr* 
the Holy Ghoſt, this would have? 
moved them indeed , but it would J"<© 
have been to rage and indignation: ? 


this would have obliged them indeed. 1? 


but it would have been to detest and: che 
abhor the name and wremory of hin” bi. 
that had abuſed them. But for the] ,_ 
honour of his name, not their own,they be 
did and ſuffered all things, and elo-I 1! 
ried init. An irreſragable argument. 
of their ſmcerity in the things which | © 
they delivered. hu 

3.Of the internal Arguments for the : r 


belief of HiStory, there remains only i 


the Conſideration of the way and man- * 
er of writing. J 


Hiiories then carry their own cre- 
dential: 
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- &cntials 1m them, when the principal 
},\parts of them are delivered with ſuch 
2 i eircnmſtances of times, places, and 
re) $*r015, as may render them liable to 
t, Examination, and Reſutation, 1f they 
he, Contain any falſhood in them. 

' And in this particular, no Hiilory 
7: hath any advantage over that HiStory 

"whereof we are ſpeakrng, as will be 
Zevident to him that conliders it tho- 
rowout. 

Concerning John the Baptist, 1t 1s 
;Jrecorded, that he wasborn ſome few 1,q,... 
2 Months before Chriſt, that his Aether 
-4 JI was Elizabeth, that his Father was Za- 
1 chariah, a Priest of the Courle of 4- 
2 b:a,that they [ved in the Hill-Conntry. 
He beganto preach in the 15. of Ty- 
ex bcrizzs , Palat being Governovr of | 
Ly Jrdea , Herod Tetrarch of Galblee, Luk. 3.1, 
! his Brother Phzlip Tetrarch of 7turea, 
: and of the Region of Trachonitis, 

: and Lyſanias Tetrarch of Abilene. 
+} Punctual and particular. | 


1 : 

y ' Soon after this he was Impriſoned I 

;.. and Beheaded by Herod , for repre- vide FA 
* hending him about Herodias, all which /ep6. Anr. 
| -c18.c.9.10- 

,. | were matters of Fad, very eabie, fg, ;.,. 


lo | ; falſe, 


48 Againlt the | 
falſe, to have been refuted. Fuſe 
Concerning Chriit, his birth 1s \{ta-he 1 


ted to have been at a time the 120i? dea 
. remarkable that ever was, when the "mo 
whole world was taxed by Anenitus. | 
tr inthe days of Herad, when Cyrez11: ti 
WY. was Governour of Syrias the place ea- < 
1.0 fre to be enquired of, it was in a 


Mat, 4. 6. - 


"0" days afterhe called his Apoſtles; and in? 
". leſs than four years ſpace he performed } 
all his zighty Works ,, whereof I ſhall 7 
mention only ſome few particulars. 

POE At Cana 1n Galilee he turned Water 
yl 80 11, into Wire, at a Wedding, where was!: 
6-913. much company. He raiſed the Dangh-} 
if ter of Jayras, the Ruler of the $yna- 
gogxe, there was but one in that place, ; 
{ſhe was his only Danghter,and about 12 
years Old. He healed the Servant of 
Luk- 7. that Centyrion that had built a $ya- |; 
gogne. Can any thing be more particu- | 


Maxs.8 6, 


lar? Yon; 
joh-11.18 At Bethany , 15 Furlongs from Je- 
| ruſalem, 
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puſtlent, a few days before his death, 
1- he raiſed Lazarss after he had been 
4! dead four days. Could any thing be 
1 more examinable? 
, His deathwas at Jernſulem, at the 
4: time of the Paſſeover, a time of great- 
a- eſt annual concourſe inthe world, and 
#hen it is ſaid, that the Sur was dark: 
zened, the Veil rent, the Kocks torn a- 
ieces, the Graves opened. Canany 
*hing be more ref#teble than theſe 
Ne things, if they had been falſe ? 

: So likewiſe for the Apoſtles. The 
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Dorcas at Joppe, the paſlages with 
Cornelius Caprain of the Band called 
the Itul:an Baud at Ceſarea, and ma- 
3 y other aFs of Peter. The 7ncrepd- 
Fi0n of Barjeſiz at Paphos, 1n the pre- 
Fence of Sergins Paulus the Governonr. 
The healing of a Cripple at Lyſtra, in 
#he preſence of the Prieſt of Japit-r, 


belides any other ads of Panl, and 

of the reſt of the Apoſtles, are ſocircum- 

4- ſtantiatedin the Hiſtory, that 1f fal/e 

u- they might have been very calily 
Fontras diGed. 


e- 3 D But 


9”. 


1 ealing of Fneas at Lydda, railing of 839. 4 
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But beſides all theſe, this Hiſtory ,,,,,, 
contains a Narration of things done "ua N 
and ſaid, not only by perſons well, 
affected , but by Herod and Pontiny 
P:late,and the Roman Governonrs,, by# 
the Phariſees, the Scribes, the High 4 
Prieits , and the Sanhedrims; all of! 
them Fxemies bothto the Hiſtoriany. 
and the Hiſtory; and if any of theſe 
things had been convicted of falſhood 
would not the credit of the whole 
Goſpel have (at once) been mtter|); 
overthrown ? | { 

T conclude therefore, that in reſped 
of internal Arguments for belief, ni. 
Hiſtory hath, or indeed can have an) % 
advantage above the HiStory of the Nen 
Teitament. 4 

2.As for External Areunents, I cat! 
but name them. Though the whol:: 
world irtereſſed themſelves againf 
the ſtory (fo examinable as you havts 
heard) thongh the Books were extant; 
while the memory of things was 14h: 
cent, Matthew within ſeven years 
Mark within dever, Luke about twenth 


- 
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} Peter and Part within thirty years, all 
6 the reſt, z tra units hominis etatem,yet 
ls oO man could ever convince them of 
"Flood | 
7Z The fories were received by men 
of the greateſt 1Wiſdom, Learning, and 
Virtue amonglt the Greeks and La- 
\$ines. Many of the hardeſt pu/Jages 
Frere atteſted and confeſſed by Ene- 
ics and Vnbelievers. 
3 The* Authors owned by Julian : the * cyrill c; 
0 Miracles confeſſed by Celſis: the <a we 
3 &% © : rig. C.C. 
&hecking of the operation of the Dew1l « pyſeb, 
Þy Porphyrics: 4 the Darkneſs and *TeriioHt- 
Farthquake at the death of Chriſt by firir'%.. 
Thallus and Phlegon Trallianus : © the lis 4fr. 3+ 


Frucifixion of Chriſt ( by Pilatunder Gros 


Tiberius) by Tacitus: And in onee15.44- 
yvord, The entire Volume o the $8 cri- Annalium. 
q tures, the very ſame which our Church 
\Fecerves (by virtue of the belief of the 

iſlory of the Goſpel) f befire any ge-f Athanal 
Feral Conncail, or the timc of Conſtan--Smoy- 

'C | — 8 Conft.a 
tine, without any Convocation of the ,- yices, 
Clergy, or imperial Edi for that pur- Vide Fes 
oſe , was inſtinfru quodam Cle os 
Fiano, generally received by all Chri- Lar.var- 
crew D 2 ſtians, 


Acainlt the 


ow and the world made Chri 7e 
ans. | 
In reſpe® of all theſe Argument'y 
internal and external, I might hav 
juſtly ſaid, that the Hiitory of th; 
Goſpel hath the advantage of any i? 
ther Hiſtory; but ſeeing there at 
ſome particulars wherein the advan f 
#ages are ſuper-eminent,] (hall ſpeak; 
little of that diſt;n&ly by it ſelf, an; 
{oconclude, | 4 
2. Theſe advantages I ſhall reduc | 
to two heads, Teſtimoniumſ Rei. 7 
5 Det, | 
I. For the Tei?F;-:0ninm Rez, con Peter 
fider, p Fong 
I. Oppoſition to [1 
*, NG of 5ebe ons. : 
1. Never any ſtory was {ſo muc}; 
oppoſed as the Books and Hiſtory of thi: 
New Teſtament, by Jews and Gemtilei} 
by the World and by the Devil. | 
The beginnings and propagation 1 
the Goſpel was by the Jews maliciou/| 
and ſtremonufly oppoled in the tim}! 
of o- and his Apoſtles, and in a} 
ſucceeding Generations. | | 
| Ley 
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ri. Leſt all men ſhould believe in Chrift jc. 11.46 

| (becauſe of his Aracles) the Rulers 

!!4pok counſel to deſtroy him, the Peo- 

ye cryed out to have him Cruci- 

thfed. 

(3 Leſt the laſt errour (as they called Mat.29.64 

ould be worſe than the firſt, they 

ſealed up his Sepulchre, and ſet a watch 

pon it; andlaſtly, ſaborned the Soul- 

Tiers to lay,that his Diſciples came by 

#icht while they were ſleeping (how 

'Could they 4-owthis?) and ſtole him 

away. 

' That the fiſt Miracle wrought by ,qg , , 

Oi! Peter and Joh might not ſpread a- 
Pong the People, the Rulers and Elders 
andScribes, Annas and Caiuphas, and 

'Zohu and Alexander, and all the Kin- 

#red of the High Prieſt,laid hands up- 

pn them, and put them m hold, and 

threatned and commanded them not 

to ſpeak at all in the Name of Je- 

Of. 

1! When Stephen had uttered his teſt;- a&.s, 5, 

Tony, the people cried with a loud 

yoice, and ſtopped their Ears, and 

bay upon him with one accord, and 


\y- 


D3 cat 


pn , 
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Againl} the 
caſt him out of the City, and ſtoned 
him. 

Wherever they met with Believers. 


Aten or Women, they haled them in- 
to Priſon, breathing out threatning: | 


and /laughter. Wherever they ei 


06%? 


with the Preachers, they oppoſed and * 


a8.13-45 blaſphemed, they tumnltuated , they 


14.2. OA: . ; 
12, {tired the Gentiles, they en- 


e 


and the honourable women againli 
them. 


The inſtances of their malicrons 0þ- 
polition, in all ages of the Church, are 


ny azys only to 4ame them. 


ters and [formers againſt the Afurt yrs 


raged the chief men of the Cztze:. 


ſo many as are not to be mumbred 1; | 
a few Minutes, but would require ma-\ 


They firſt ſtirred up Nero to perſc-|* 

cute the Chriſtians, they contrived the 
Eu14-15* Jeath of Polzcarpws , they ſtood by}: 
and 7ſulted over the dying Martyrs 

1n a word, whoever [hall read the jfo| 

ries of primitive times, he will tin 

that the Jews were generally the $ct| 


and the Brokers for their Goods al 
ter Execution: And the Hiſtories oft. 
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our own and other Nations will ſhew 
us the height of their walice, and the 
continuance Of it. 

Now. be{rde the little Nation of the 


: Jews, the reſt of the whole world, 


when this Hiſtory began to be publiſh- 
ed, and the Books written, were Hea- 
then, univerſally devoted to the Devil, 
whom therefore our Sarzzorr ſtiles, 
the Prince of this world, 

And now that fend which had de- 


pended betwixt the ſced of the Serpent 


": and the ſeed of the woman 4000 


| years, was by the preaching and 
' writing of thele things brought to a 


|. Crills. 


The profeſſed and declared deign of 
the Goſpel, was to drive the Dewzl 


' out of his Do-rinions NotwithStaunding 
|. the antiquity of his poſſeſſron, the un 
' werſality of his Church, and the cor- 


ſent of all Nations, whereby he held 


his title. Notwithitanding is Em 


pire was ſupported by Governours and 
Laws, and fortified by the Arms 


' and actual frrexeth of all the world, 


he ſaw, that it the Goſpel were not /#p- 
D 4 preſſed, 
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preſſcd, a little t::e would ſpoil the 
pride of all his glory, that in a mo- 
ent he ſhould fall like lightning from 
Heaven. 

| That he ſhould be exorciſed gut of 
the bodies which he x ara That 
Ins famons Oracles ſhould ſoon be put 
to ftlence: his gorgeous Temples and 
Tmages ſhould be torn down, his My- 


Steries and lying wonders \et at | 
nought : That Prayers and Vows || 
would be 2:ade to him no more, and: 


he ſhould ceaſe to be celebrated in the 
Songs Of his Poets, and Hymms of his 
Hierophante. 

That hzs revelling Feſtivals would 


be turned to mourning, no more gifts | 


would be preſented , no beats, nor 
children, women or men (acrificed up- 
on his Altars. | 

The Contention was de rerum ſun- 
ma (pro aris & focis) and his rage 
was kindled accordingly : He ſum- 
210ns together all his wiles and ſirata- 
germs, he muifers all his forces, he 
founds an Allarm to the world , ſtirs 
ap yourg and ofd, rich and poor, all 


ages, 


: age 
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IC _ ages, ſexes, conditions, the people 
o- wiſeand unwiſe, the CommonSouldiers g,;,, c. c. 
m and Commanders, Counſellors and 1.1. 
| Tudgez, Senate and Emperonrs, by 
of ſuppreſſing thele Books, and deſtroying 
at the Bel:evers of them, to eraſe the me-- 
ut ory of the Goſpel, and aboliſh it for 
id ever. 
'y- | Thepeople were enraged againſt the 
at Believers, as againſt the common Ene- 
ws my of mankind, and pro ſolenni ſuo, 
1d + they ſandered them with unthoughr 
he of wickedneſs, they imputed to them 
1s | all the calamitiesof the world: And 
"required them to death: $7 Tiberis 4- 
Id | ſcendit in menia---Chriſtianos ad Leo- 
ts = HCS=== | : 
Or Againſt theſe Bcoks, the Learned 
p- | employed their Learning, and the 
_ | Witty employed their Wit. Celſas, 
2- | Porphyrius, Jamblichus, Hierocles, and 
ce | other Philoſophers, endeavoured to 
2- | diſpute them out of the world. $ym- 
a- | machus and Libanins, and other Khe- 
1e | tors to declaim them away. Julian 
rs | and Lucian and other Scoptich wits, 
1t | endeavoured to jeer and droll away 
s, | thecredzt of them. Mean d 
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| Mean while the Serators and Law: 
ers employ themſelves to deſtroy the 


Books, by ſtretching againſt then) 
the ancient Laws againſt bringing 
in Foreign Religions, and againſt| 
HMagical and Fatidical Pooks: And. 


to deftroy Books and Believers by 
New Laws made for that purpoſe, a. 
gainſt Þ Combinations ( Heterie) Sa| 
criledge, Treaſon, the Law that none| 


ſhould by or fc!l, or draw water with: | 


out Thurification to the Gods, and the 
like. | 

By force of theſe they perſecute the| 
Believers, as Enemies to the Common: 
wealth, and Traytors to the Emperonr, 
as ſacrilegions perſons, and contem- 
mers of Religion. 

The people ſometimes rig uporſ 
them without any Fdi#, ſometime: 


by virtue of Fdids Imperial or Prof 


conſular. 

From the beginning of the Goſpel to 
the end of Diocleſſan and Mtiximian, 
this was the ſtate of Belzevers. 


Their S$criptures were forbidden to 


be read, and required to be burned: 
| their] 
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their Oratorjes and (obſcure) Churches 
were pulled 1n pieces ; their Eſtates 


' were plundered and confiſcate; their 


bodies were impriſoned arid. tormented; 


| Frere and Sword. hot Iron Chairs and 


Cofins, Gridirons , and Cauldrons, 
Hooks, Stakes, and Gibbets, the Teeth 
of Lions, and Tygers, &*c. were their 


| portzon. 


It cannot be ſhewed, that ever any 


| Book, or Story met with equal Oppo- 


tion. 

' 2. Conſider then how it prevailed, 
how quickly and largely, how deeply 
and effeFually, although the Precepts 
were not contrived to ſollicit the Af- 


feFions, nor the DodFrinesto court the 
Reaſon of men. | 


At one Sermon of Peter 3000, at ,q, 41. 


anothzy 5500 were converted : With- 
ina few ycars after the death of Chri 


we find by S. Peter, that the Goſpel *F<e1-t 


was preached throughout Pontus, Ga- 
latia, Cappadocia, Alia, Bithynia ; and 
Paul had planted wt from Jeruſalens 


roundabout to 1yricym: Belides what ,g.,,, 


was done by other Apoſzles,in the Pro- 
vinces aflipned them at the Conncil 


of Jeruſalem, Within 


' Againlt the 

Within 66 years this grare of 1u- 
ftard ſeed was become a Tree, Pli- 
2zy Proconſul of B:thynia (to whom 
the care of Religion, ex officto, 
did appertein) appointed by Trajar 
to ſuppreſs the ChriStians, his writes 
to him, that this Belief was Loxge la- 
teq; diffuſa Civitates, Vicos, Agros,im- 
pletos Chriſti cultoribus. 

During the ſecond Century, we had 
ſhot out great branches, the boughs of 
this Tree wereſtretchedout, Hefterni 
ſumus & veſtra omnia implevimus. 
Tertullian reckons up the known parts 


Adv.Fude- of the World, in quibus emmibus Chri- 
*, 6.7,8. ſti nomen reenat, and concludes, ub; 


porrigitur, creditur, colitur, regnat, a- 
doratur. 

And laſily , During the third (7 
morte Chriſti) the Fowls of the air,and 
Beaſts of the field lodged under the ſha- 
dow of it : The Net drew good and 
bad to ſhore; the Roman Emperour 
and Empire declared themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, 1.6. Believers and Aſertors of 
theſe Books : So mightily orew the 
word of God and prevailed, 


T8 


Antv-\cripturits, 61 

It went on conquering and to con- 
quer, not by the Spirit of the Sword, 
but by the ſword of the Spirit; the 
powers of the Earth, and the gates of 
Hell could not withſtand it; 1t drove 
the Devil away with all his Temples, 
Idols, Oracles, Prieſts, Sacrifices, Ser- 
vices, like lightning : So fell the Dra- 
gor, the old Serpent that deceived the 
World, he was caſt out with all his 
train. 

So fell Lucifer the Sox of the morn, 
his Friends and his Followers lament- 

Ing. 

Sow art thou fallen from Heaven, 1 
Lucifer the Son of the morning ! De- 
folata Templa rariſſimus Vidimarunt 
emptor ! Some complain of people for- pj. 
ſaking of the Gods, others of the Gods 
forſaking their Oracles and Temples, 
and becoming »ſeleſ7 to the World : © 
Te ſaid I will aſcend into Heaven,and 
exalt my Throne above the Stars, but 
he was ſoon brought down to Hell. 

For the Goſpel like Leaven or Fire 
from Heaven, ſeized upon all that ſtooa 
before it3 it Jeaven'd Cinies, Iilands, 


Caſtles. 


Poa? "»- Sk, — - rw "& .. a 
$ _ _ fron—_ _ _— - 5 «I \ __ o_ --.—: A —_— x 6] 
» Ft no dh; 2 4 © oy wr SOT hs y 
L ” 4 y ty »” weft a - > —_— —_ 
= wr, nd £ 9 oe ne EN ia > EVI AT Es: ws wt ins 
PoE « P > mens 35 Lonhengt - rl : bt 6h "OED «eee eos oa 5 
> mmm Wn Is... b "L43 £ 4 Ry 46 - = au DL OT; Lea et $52 20d oe I _ 
_—_ worm, —— A ——_— > ng rats ent”: 421% = ob AST 3ST - 4x YE Es prong & 
uns" TY IS wm, - Ee 4 , _ eG Rn mera, oe ne = 
ag LH: —_ ag 
N . - a9 Ro - - & - - R 


- 60 7 NY ar 
———a en 44 on tpmerertn gant hee _ 
Mops 


62 


Tert.4p.37 


Pſtom againſt Libanims, Prudentins | 
againlt Symachys and the Rheto-| 


\ 

: Agatnit the 
Caſtles, Councils, Camps, the Tribes 
and Decuries, : the Palaces, Senate, 
Pleading-places. 

Tt took poſſeſſron of the Learned, 
and the Wiſe, the greateſt and nobleſt 
Wits of the Faſtern and Weſtern Nati- 


ons : It raiſed up Philoſophers tocon- | 
found the Philoſophy , and zoble Ora- | 
tors to confound the Rhetorick where- | 


with it wasoppoſed. 
Again't Celſzs 1t excited Origer, 


againlt Porphyrie, Apollinarius,& Mer | 
tholixs; againſt Porphyrie and Hiero- | 
cles, LaFantins and Fuſcbizs (beſides | 
what was written ſpar/m by Jerom, | 


Auguſtine, Cyril, &c.) It ſet up Chry- 


FICIANS. 


And as it ſpread it ſwf laree and 


hi7h, ſo where it took poſſe{ſror, it | 


took a deep poſleſſion, Dnuntuns ver- 
tice---tantum radice; Thole that re- 
-cived 1t truly, received it in the low? 
thereof , 1t took poſſeſſro» of their 
hearts : it penetrated their ſpirits, and 


took its lodging in the inmoſt receſſes | 


of 


Anti-\cripturilts, 
of the ſoul. The' Contents of theſe 


| Books was their moſt precious Pearl, 


and they hid it in their heart, The 
Books themſelves were their greateſt 
worldly treaſure, and rather than they 
would deliver them to be byrned,they 


choſe toſuffer the loſ7 of honenr; liber- 
ty, eſtate, Wives, and Children, nay 
| even[lifertielf. When Diocleſan re- 


quired the Scriptures that they might 
be burned, In one Province (Feypt ) 
in oze Month, 17000 perſons choſe ra- 


ther to dye than to deliver them : In Exſ 1.8.c.3 


compariſon of thele they connted not 


| their /zves dear to them 5; the love of 
| them was ſtronger than Death, many 
' waters could not quench it . neither 


could the flouds drown it. This was 
Teſtimonrum Ren, und in adnantage 


| above all other Hiſtories, cr Writings 118 


the IVorld. 

2. Moreover they had Teſtimoninm 
Dei. Indeedall that 18 already fþo- 
ken 18 an evidence of a Divine al/: 
ſtance: But more particularly, God 
gave Teſtimony to theſe Books, by 


3. Thei: 


63 


* 2 A OE DA LOA > gh. 


64 Againli the 


them. 


2. His co-operation with Believers of 
them. 


lever. 


That which #0 Tſtzrution 1 


Goſpel, in a moment. Like a charn 
from Heaven, it (tilled the paſſtons, 
and mortified the /uſts of men. What 


Fo Corinthians: But ye are waſhed ((aith 
"NT he) but ye are ſandified, but ye are 


| Jus, andby the ſpirit of our God. 


Lat. de 
falſ. ſap. 


{.3.c26. judice wherewith they were loaded, 


the  wrpropitions and reluding world 


lievers of theſe Books were effeFually 
taught to dery ungodlineſ; and world- 


1. Their operation upon Believers of 


I. The Goſpel which they contein,| 
was the power of Godto every true Be-| 
Philoſophy, nor Initiation 1n the Ay-| 
Wide Orig, f{eries of any of the Godr, was ever} 


E.celſ.1.3. able to accompliſh, that was every| 
"where atchieved by the belief of thef, 


a Beadroll doth Paul reckon up 1n the| 
Juſtified, in the Name of the Lord Je-| 

Notwithſtunding all the calummies} 
thrown upon Believers, and the pre- ; 


were forcibly convinced that the Be-| 


ly lifts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and 


of 


and godly in this preſent world : 
through the cloud of jgnrominy where- 
with they were encompaſſed , theit 
innocency broke forth as the light, 
and their juſt dealirg as the noon day 3 
the piety, loyalty, juſtice, charity, 
' magnanimity, patience, meekneſ;, and 
purity of Believers of theſe Books, con- 


| vinced the xnbelieving world , that 


| God was in them of a truth: for they 
'teach as having Authority and Powrr, 
and not as the writirgs of other 
$cribes. | 
2. Burt beſrde the operation of theſe 
Books upon the Believers, God was 
pleaſed to give teilimony to them by 
his co-operation with them in ſigns and 
wonders, and mighty deeds. © 
The HiStory of the Goſpel tells us, 


that when Chriſt was even now leav- 


ing the world, he left this Legacy to 
Believers for confirmation of the 
truth of the Goſpel 5 Theſe ſrens (ſaid 
he) ſhall follow them that believe 3 


Speak with new tongues 5 Take up Ser- 
pents 5 If they drink any deadly thing, 
E it 


In my name they ſhall cait out Devils; Mar16.19 


#1 it ſhall not- hurt them, They ſhall" lay 
oi hands on the Sick, and they ſhall re 
| | g cover. | 
\ 1 Now that this was »2ade good, and 
that theſe ſens ((o long as there was 


ers, we have as good aſſurance as we 


memory Or experience. 
They have been delivered to us by a 


Generations, by perſons of ſuch inte- 


in tesfimony of their veracity 5 del: 


the Adverſaries of Chriitiamity, wit! 


Vl a challenge to the examination of the 


jag | ; [ truth, or a convition of the falſl:oo! 
8. of them. Inſtances are VETY aur 


Dial. cum 


Tiyphine. Anno 165) attirms to Tryphothe Jew, 
that theſe ſupernatural gifts were 


found in his ti-ze among Chriſtians. 


7) j 1 reed) were continued among Belief 
| can have of a»y thing beyond our ownf 
Cloud of Witneſſes 3 by men of thef 
greateſt Wiſdom and Learning 1n thei 
erity, that they [a;zd down their kveþ 
vered not by hear-ſzy, but upon their 


certzin knowledge; delivered 1n theuf 
Diſputations with, and Apologies to 


ros, I ſhall produce only a wery fen.| 
Juſtin the Azrtyr ( who ſuffered 


IrentHl 


| Anti-ſcripturiſs. 67 

" Trenems an Auditor of Polycarp,who 

was a Diſciple of S. John ( ſuffered 

circa 206) affirms upon his own know- 

xd} ledge , that the gift of Propheſie was = PREY 

azþ then frequent inthe Church, that ma-c. 56. 

| ny had the gift of tongues, ip! andi- E5.5-c-7 

rel 01/1455 Others caſt out Devils,Others "© 70: 

vnf healed Diſeaſes, Others raiſed the 
dead; and thoſe raiſed perſons conti- 

af nued many years amongſt them, pro 

heb certo. 

en} Tertullian 1n his Apologetica advuer- 

te-þ ſus Gentes, affirms that Jam de wobis 

veeh Demonas Cjicinnt. 

eli-h Origen * yeup Celſus, faith, that he 

eirÞ himſelf had ſeen by invocation of 

ef God, and the Name of Jeſas very ma- 

to ny that were delivered from grievous 

1thÞ maladies,dn' indnoy (alienatione men- 

chef tir) warioy & @vay wgioy. = 

ooh Not to mention others, S. Auenſtine 

2 in his Book de Civitate Dei (begun a- 

em.| bout 410, but many years in writing) 

red} /. 22.c. 8. gives an acconnt of very 

ew, many Miracles done at Hippo, Car- 

ereh thage, and other places, of no great di- 

vs. | {tance, noting times, places, perſons, 

£14 | En 0cCa- 
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68 Againlt the 


oceaſions, appealing tothe Country, de-| to 
lrverine them under terms of the | cio 
greateſt aſſurance; $cio ego; cognoſio | 
ego 5 nos interſuinme, & oculis noſtris | 101 
eſpeximus: And in his Retraftations, | 1! 
Ea que cognoſcimus neqz reſerre neq;| of 
enumerare paſſumus. | cl. 
Other Hiſtories and Writings, and} Ro 
the Authors and Believers of them can} pul 
pretend no higher than to the teſtimony 
of men, theſe have the teſtimony of 
God alſs : I we beheve the teſtimo-F 
ny of men, the teſtimony of God 
1s greater. 7 conclude therefore, that 
there is greater Reaſon to believe the Hi-P 
ſtory of the New Teſtament than any of 
ther Hiſtory in the world. 

The ſur of all isthis, The Diwvin: 
Authority of the Scriptures 1s the great 
fundamental and comprehenfive Prin: 
ciple of Chriit;anity, which being ad: 
mitted it ſtands, and being removed i. 
preſently flls to the ground, 

Againſt this therefore the great E-þ 
7emy of Religion in theſe later day; ti 
(under pretence of Reaſon and Phi: 
toſophy) directs his Forces, and 1s {iu 

to 
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Anti-ſeripturids, = 

to have found a ſucceſs very perni- 

cious and deplorable. | 
I humbly conceive that the Reſolu- 
tion Of the belief of the Divine Autho- 
rity of the 8criptures into the Decrees 
of Popes, or Determinations of Coun- 
cils with thoſe who call them(clyes 
Roman-Catholicks, into private im- 
pulſes and diFates of the Spirit with 
| the Ethuſraſts, and into the Laws and 
Edi@s of Princes and Magiſtrates with 
- our new pretenders to Reaſon and 
| Philoſophy, 1s that exgine whereby the 
Devil hath prevailed to ſcandalize 
| the world and calt it into Antiſcriptu- 


nh dads 


ESTs 


-Þ ral infidelity. 


It is for this caſe that I have con- 
ceived it requiſite (after many others 


who have doc worthily) to have re- 


69 


courſe ( ONCce more ) to the Oricinal Vide Phi- 


Reaſon of things , and the common le. Eſa. 


grounds whereupon mankind doth 
proceed in matters of this nature. 
Where (hoping that IT have eſcaped 
the abſurdity of begging the matter in 
Queſtion, diſconr(ing 19 a circle, and 


| the 7mconveniences of lome other me- 


thed s) 
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Again} the, Te. : | 
thods) TI have endeavoured to de- 
wonſtrate : T hat ſuppoſing the truth 
of the New Teſtament, both 1. The 
Old Teſtament , and 2. The New Te- 
flament are to be received as of Di- 
vine Authority. 

3. And ſuppoſing »2atters of fad to 
be truly reluted, the DoGrinal part: 
are to be belzeved. | 

4. For the Hzſtorical Relation of 
matters of fa,that there is no ground} 
to diſ-believent. | 

That for the Receptior of 1t, it hath} 
1. All the advantages whereof an Hi-| 
ftory 1s capable. | 

2. Far greater advantages than a- 
ny other Hiſtory. | 

Wherefore I conclude, that Al 
the Scriptures ( 1. e. the Canonicalf 
Books of the Old Teſtament and the} 

Books of the New T1 + amine were givenÞ 
by inſpiration of God. Quod erat} 
demonſtrandum. 
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Danger »of Infidelity, 


Remedies. 


: 
SERMON 
Preached at Whitehall, 


J Feb. -16. 1653. 
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THE 
SINFULNESS 


INFIDELITY. 


Heb. III. 12. 
Take heed bretbren,le$ there be in 
any of you, an evil heart of un- 


belef,in departing from the li- 
vViIng God. -- Exhort one another 


daily. -» 


J Shall nor ſpend time in a 
Q diſputation concerning the 
MN Author of th's Epiſtle, vis, 
whether it were Paul, or 


ence, or Luke,or Clemens, or Apot- 
lvs, &c, but ſhall with the Church of 
England, ſ{uppole S. Panl to have been 
the Author of it, * 
| A 2 It 
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2 The Sinfulneſs 'or 


If the Author of it be not infallibly | ?: 
knowen, this ought not to detraR from of 
its Authority, | mil, 

Moſt of the other Epiſtles have phe 
been acknowlede'd to be of divine Au- fou 
thority, becauſe they were known toff. 
have proceeded from Apoſtolical wri-Þ >> 
fers. | | 

This ( on the contrary.) hath been Pre 
concluded to be an Apoftolical Epiſtle, 2* 
propter Th; Gegoews % Young Chard: 
Ferem, by reaſon of that divine and} "2! 
Apoſtolical Spirit, which to thoſe who 
have had their Senſes exerciſed, hath} P% 
manifeſtly appeared in it, cal 

If it were lawful (in this ſenſe) to 
compare ſpiritual things with ſpiritsal; 
I ſhould not fear to affirm, that thi; 
Epiſi/e hath inic ſome peculiar advan: 
tages3 Compared with ſome other 0 
the Epiſtles, ( Advantages, I mean, 0 
uſefulneſs, not o: Authority, ſeeing all '' 
of them iſſued from the ſame Spirir,) 

| The deſign of it is General, Funde| ** 
mental,Comprehenſve,aot Private,Cir 
cunsſtantial , Occaſional ; And it hat 
peculiarly conveyed to the Church tn {pe 


great !rcaſures, y, A Compleat Model 
0 


of Infidelity, 3 


or Syſtem, of Chriſtian Divinity, And 
2, the Way of that Analogy, and manner 
of ratiocination, whereby the trxe Spi- 
rit, and meaning of the Types and Pro- 
pheſies of the Old Teftament is to be 
found our and applied. 

It was direted to the Hebrews; That 
is, to thoſe of the Fewiſh Nation, who 
had received the Goſpel, and made a 
Profeſhon of Chriſtianity, And the 
He | main Scope and defign of ir, is to pre- 

"pſerve the Profeſbors of Chriſtianity 
from Apoſtacy and Infidelity, 


ww The mzazs ufed to this purpoſe ; are 
ark partly Dida@ical, and partly Prorrepti- 


cal; Demonſtrating the truths of the 
Goſpel, and then »rging the Profeſſors 
#of thoſe truths, ro be ftedfaft in the 
faith, and ro beware of Infidelity, 

The Method here uſed is a mixt me- 
thad of Doctrine and =: pigs Doe- 
matical truths and pathetical Exhorta- 
tions {continually interwoven, 


\ He begins with the Great foundation Chap. r. 
14,0 of our faith, Chriſt is the Son of God, 


the brightneſs of his glory 3 better then 
the Angels, Wherefore if the Word chup.z. 
ſpoken by Angels was fRtedfaſt, how 
A 3 ſhall 
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4 The Sinfulnels 


ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great 
ſalvation? 

From the Compariſon of Chriſt with þ 
Moſes, he concludes againſt Hardneſs 
of Heart and Infidelity, 

He demonſtrates the Prieſthood otÞihe 
Chriſt to be more Exce/ext then that} 2 
of Aaron; and in the midſt of hisÞþs cc 
argument, he falls into an Application, | 3, 
or Corollary, concerning the dreadfulcev 
Condition of them that fall away. ly 

This is his deſign , and method, 1 
thorowout the Epiſtle ; Whatever Do- : 
&rinc heis upon, this is ſtill the avift} 
and arm of all his Applications,namelyh 
to preſerve the Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
»ity, trom Apoſtacy and Infidelity. 

The words,which I have choſen, are 
2 Reiteration or Reinforcement of an 
Application, or Corollary, ariſing fiom|/ 
the Conſideration of the Excellency of [Con 
Chriff above Moſes, Moſes was faith-Fom 
ful in the houſe as a Servant ; Chriſt orc 
as a Son, over his cwn houſe, Thisþrut 
houſe are we if we hold faſt our faith, hai 

Wherefore as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, Jnec 
Har den not your hearts=— bÞy! 

[lies 
Take 


* 
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of Inſidelity, 5 


eat} Take heed brethren, leſt 

I ſay, the words areanUſe of Exhor- 
tion, and in them are conſiderable. . 

I, The Perſons to whom direRed : 
roteſſors of Chriſtianity, expreſſed in 
he Word Brethres, 

2, Matteror Obje& about which ic 
3s converſant, Upbelief: heart unbelief. 

3, Form of Exhortation 7 way of 
aveat, (emerte. take heed, 

Now every Caveat implies, 


od,} 1. Evil in thething. 

Do-F 2, Danger of the thing. 

rift} 3. That there are wayes and means 
elyſoprevent it, This is implyed in the 


aveat, and expreſſed in words fol- 
owing, 

My deſign, at this time, will be co 
nforce the Exhortation of the Text : 
nd ſeing that every Application is a 
ouſequence or Corollary atiling from 
ome Antccedent Propoſition, and the 
orce of it is finally reſolved into the 
mth and evidence and concernment of 
hat Antecedent: Therefore it will be 
eceſſiry to draw out that Antecedent 
y.refleQing briefly upon the Texr.as ic 
liesin the Seres of the Epiſtle, 

A 4 I Then, 


I, Then, tor the Perſons, They ate 


The Sinfulneſs 


here ftyled Brethren , andelſewhere, 
Holy Brethren, Partakers of the hea. 
wenly Calling, i hey were QulSer- 
765, baptized into the Profeſsion of 


the Goſpel, they had taſted of the 
Word of God, and the power of the 
world to come, 


II. The Matter, Unbelief, or rather 
D# belief, ( not Negative Infidelity, 


but a politive Revolting from the 
faich which they had profeſſed) Ge- 
nerally, a Disbeliet of the Word of 
God ; Particalarly, a Disbcliet 0 
the Goſpel, as to the Dodtrixes, ot 
Promiſes, or Threatnines thereof, 


I TI. For the Form that which is here 


expreſſed by Bemis (look to it)is in 
the other forms of Exhortation, tho- 
rowout the Epiſtle, expreſſed by 
termes of the greateſt Emphaſis and 
earneſtneſs imaginable, Let us Fear 
leſt we tall ſhort, 4, 1. 

Labour to enter, 4.11, 

Liſe diligence, nor| be flothful, 
6,11, 12, 


Preſs earneſtly , dra near , hold 
faſt, 10, 22, 


of Jnlidelity. 7 
EA INTEWS DEgory ey (Tot mn 
ezppuwpyy* Letus give more dili- 
gent heedleft by any means we fhould 
lec it ſlip, 2.7. 

So that, the Summe of the Apoſtles 
Argumentation is this : The laſt reſoluti- 
0n of all the Obligation of men, 1s into 
reaſons of Duty and of xtereſt. | 

It there be Wickedneſs in 1nfideli- 


ty, it is matter of Pwty, if there be 


Danger in it, and Danger of it,it is mat- 
ter of Intereſt and Concernment to Be- 
ware Of it, 

This Heart of Unbelief is an Evil 
heart (xapl1a Tomea) there is Wicked- 
xeſs in it. It grieves the Spirit of God; 
It provoked him So,that he ſware in his 
wrath, that he would take Vengeance 
for it: there is Danger in it, Yet it was 
a thing Ordinary and common amongſt 
the Fathers of theſe Hebrews, it was 
neque Novum, neque Rarum, There is 
Danger of it, 

« Ir is the Duty and Concernment 
«of every one Profeſsing Chriſtianity 
© totake heed leſt there be in them an 
* heart of Unbelief, and to uſe all means 
<« to prevent ic, This is the Ante- 
** cedenr, Where- 
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$ The Sinfulnels 
Wherefore take heed brethren, &c,— 


(which 1s the Exhortation by way of | 


Caveat; —— Exhort one another dayly, 
&c.which is the way to prevent it, 

So then for the enforcement of the 
exhortation upon the whole matter, I 
am to (peak | 

I. of the Evil of Infidelity, 

TI. of the Danger of falling into it, 

ITI, of the meanes of preventing it, 

And then to conciude with 

I'V. The Exhortation of the Text, 


In ſpeaking of the Ewil of Infide- 
lity, I ſhall not diſcourſe at large, but 
confine my ſelf ro an enquiry into tws 
pretenſes CW hich having been broach- 
edin the late times of 7nfidelity towards 
the Kiyg , are ſaid to have operated 


very far towards a general Apoſtacy 


{ 


from the faith, and the production of 
Infidelity towards God ) both which 
appealing to the tenor of the Scriptures; 
muſt be examined by them, 

The firſt is of a famous Author,and 


it is this , That the Scriptures do not 


make 1»fidelity to be a Sin, at the time 
of the delivery of the Scriptures, | 
The 


of Infidelity.  < 


—| Theſecond is of a Writer more 6b- * 
of | ſcure, but in ir ſelf, ſo agreeable to the ©. 


diſpoſition of the preſent generation, 
that it hath poſſeſſed the minds of ma- 
ny; 1t is this, that 

Although Infidelity (according to 
the Scriptures) in the times of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, were ſinful, and inex- 
uſable, yet in our times, it is excuſa- 
tle, Theſe are the pretences to be ex- 
amined. 

The Subſtance of the Goſpel, as it 
immediately relates to Chriſtian duty, 
s ſummarily reduced to the DotFrines 
and 1»jund ons of our Lord Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, 

The Author of Leviathan (cap.4q2, 
pag. 286.) tells us inplain terms, that 
*ppe do not read any where(inthe Scri- 
© ptures) that they which received not 
* the Dofrine of Chriſt, did therein 
* Sin, 

& And again, that the 1njundons of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, men might re- 
fuſe withour fin, : 

Now concerning this aſſertion, I can- 
not chuſe bur ſay, that had I not been 
acquainted with the works of that _ 

| thor 


M41.21.42, 


T 
Luc. 9.41, 


24.25, 


F -. 
®, 


* 
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thour (eſpecially rhoſe relating to 1e- 
ligion) I ſhould exceedingly wonder at 
it, becauſe it ſuppoſes men never to 
look into their Bibles, which is the thing 
it would perſwade, 

In the 21, of Matth:; Our Saviour 
askes the Fewes this queſtion, Dd ye 
ever rad inthe Scriptures ſuch a ag 
a queſtion v hich I muſt repeat to the 
Aſſertors of this doftrine. Did they ne- 
vir readinthe Scriptures the Sinfulneſs, 
the Danger, the yweſreſ of Infideli- 
lity « Surely he that runs may read it, 

' Our Saviour Chriſt before his death, 
did oftentimes vehemently rebuke his 
Diſciples, for 1nfidelity, © O faithlels 
and pervetſe generation, how long fhall 
I endure you ? ( 2uouſque tandem abu- 
temini patientia noſtra ) And after hu 
Reſurreftion, he calls them fools and 
flow of heart, for unbelieving: Did they 
never read theſe Increpations ? ' 

The Author of this Epiſtle, and the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, do every where ve- 
hemently and earneſtly dehort from Un- 
belief, Did they never read theſe De- 
bortations ? « , 


In the 8 of Foh», Chiift tells cheſ«,, 
Few 


of Infidelity, IT 


Zews, that it they believe not, they F9 #24: 
ill dy in their Sins, That the wrathof 
God abidcth on them, that he that be- 
leveth not, is damned alreacy, Did 
they never read theſe Denunciations? 
Yes ! theſelaſt,ir ſeems this Auchor 


 Yhad read,& as his manner is,thinking he 


could accommodate an anſwer to thee, 


* be hath pronounced ſecurely of all the 


reſt: To theſe he ſaith that they izypore 
onely a #0n-remiſſion of the ſins com- 


 Pmittcd aganft the laws of their Comntry ; 


(that they ſhould dy in thews;) but that 
they do zot evince, any ſ:nfulneſs to be 
ni/nfidelity; W heretore I muſt crave 
licence to proceed, 

The Apoſtle inthe21 of theRevela- 4. 
tions, give a Catalogue of (ſuch ſinners ag F 3? 
e of the higeſtrank, Such as aremoſt 
ibominable in the eyes of God, Such as 
re to have their portion in that loke 
which burneth with fire and brimpone, 
ind he puts Mnbeliewvers in the head of 


* this Regiment The fearful and © Un- 


© believers, and Abominable, and Mu?» 
© therers, and Whoremongers, and Sorce- 
&ers, and Lyars ſhall have their portion 
* inthatlake, 

But 


0bj.1. 


Ref. 1, 


0bj.2, 


Reſ. 2, 


Jer. 2.12, 
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But it may be, perhaps 3 that the} 
Scripture doth nor 1n plain and expreſ; 
rermes, affirm Infidelity to be Sintul! I , 

The Text tells us plainly and expre[Þj c 
ly, that an heart of unbelief is zap: 
Tones (not ASX) but TOmes 8 not in-J- I 
commodious but wicked.) 

But Philoſophers and Mathematicians 
(prerendingStrictneſs & demonſtration, - 
in diſcourſe) regard »ot general words; 
but have recourſe to the Definitions 
thinzs, and from thence proceed to aff 
firm or deny the Attribution which 1s 
under queſtion, Let us therefore have 
recourſe to the definition of Sin. | 

Thoſe who have ſpoken moſt aceu-Þþ; 
rately concerning the nature of Sin, the 
have reſolved, that the formal notion 
it, conſiſts in a departure from God. itþj: 
is Averſio a Deo, & Converſio ad crea 
Itram, 

In the ſecond of Feremy, and 12, wah, 
find the Prophet as it were 1n furore ſacrhh, 
(in a prophetic rage) breaking forth inj;, 
to this Exclamation, © Be aſtoniſhed NF? 

C . . 

** O je heavens, be ye horribly afraid, bql.q; 

* yery deſolate ſaith the Lord! Wha. 

alles. the Prophet to cry ſo loud * je 
e 


of Infidelity. I3 
119 make the beavers reſound his Excla- 
"| ** mation © my people (faith he) have 
e * committed two Great evils,they have 
"| © Forſaken me,thar's the firſt. An heart 
*\}* of unbelief, is an evil heart, in depar- 
« ting from the living God. | 
I is true that the Spirit of God in 
Þthe Scriptures, doth not ſxally deſcend 
to Logical accuracy, to the quatenus, 
or Cauſality, to the obſervation of the 
'Yrules of 19.7% mules, 1g avlo, xa%As 
T(wWToY, | 
And this makes it oft-times, harder 
te deal with men of perverſe minds, 
"then 9axy do imagine, But the more 
rare this is, the more you will take no- 
"ice of the Providence, when you ſhall 
he Konſider, how accurately, and how fully , 
'N he Scripture - hath determined har 
7. Shich is in Queſtion, | 
T4 In the 16. of Foh. $, our Saviour Teh. 16.8. 
ells them, that the Spirit ſhall rebuke #1? 
'. She world of Sin, ot righteouſneſs, of 
ſacn #deement : Of Sin, Becauſe they be- 
h ilYeve ot on him, Job, 3, 18, he thar 
ſhedBlieveth not is Condemned, becauſe he 
» DiFclieveth not, *Avuln eny n pics, the 
Wh jection of the Goſpel is ſajd to be 
,ud ! | © 6b." 0,5 a Sees gs. the 
t0 
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the very Condemnation, SO expreſily is f 
the x9 aulo, delivered to us, (by; 
Cauſal and 7dentical propoſitions ) inf fy 
the Scripture z Who is it now, that in 
can perſwade vs, that the Scriptures dof}, 
not affirm, any Si»fulneſs to be in Inh- 
delity 2 tr 
Yes verily ! the Scriptures n0t onti ,, 
teach us, that wnbelief is a ſin, but theif} « 
teach us likewiſe 1 
6, The Heinouſneſs and Aggravatiun - 
the Sinfulneſs and Puniſhment of this 

Sin, ist 
It was ths that brought all oh 
{in into the World; and every Premed: 
rated ſin ariſes from it. It hardens thi 
heart, and ſears the Conſcience, any cc 
makes it bid defiance to the Lord fcc 
Glory, . 
Concerning David we read inthy,c 
Pſalms, that once he ſaid in' his Al 
that a/ men are /iars, did he revoke! 
when he was at /ciſure ? No, the mo 
he choughr of it , the higher he prc 
ceeds, and becomes the more aſſured i 
this charge ; Swrely (ſaith he) Men 
low degree are Vanity, and men of hig 
P[.62.9, degree ate ( not liars bur) a Lie, Tes | 
on: 


iS ; 


[ 
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one gives the lie to one of theſe lars, 

itis the utmoſt provocation 3 it is the 
ftated word of defiance, concluded fit to X«h.1z.19 
jnſtifie the Duel or the Stab, On the 
#her (ide, God glories in this, that he 
"His zot a map that he ſhould /ze, that the 
ſtrength of Iſrael will not lie, yer infi- 
dlity gives him the Lye. ** He that be- 
« lieveth not Ged makes him a Liar, 
(t Joh. 5.10,) 

7.1 deſire to know what is that xexm1- 
2#or, whereby the Heinonuſneſs of any fin 
is to be eſtimated, | 

Is it the denunciation of Future Velo x; 1.5 

geance? ** The Lord Jeſus ſhall be 
'* revealed from heavew with hs mighty 

* Angels, in flamine fire, taking Venge- 
ance upon Unbelievers, and they ſhall 
* be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtru- 
« tion, from the prelence of the 
y © Lord and from the preſence of his 
* power, 

Is it 014 or New, Paſt, or preſent In- 

'L farces of Vengeance 2 Pere not the xg.rr. 2, 
body of this people newly cut off for #nbe- 
lief £ And of ancient dayes, whoſe were 
J the Carcaſſes that fell inthe wang rm, 

and to whom did God ſwear in his 
B wrath. 
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wrath, that they ſhould xot exter into 
his eff, but to them that believed 
not © LL = 
Confider but the ſtory, from whence 
the Exhortation of the Text arifes. Hom 
God was provoked threagh unbelief, The 
(« text tells us. that he was Moved, he 
© was Tempted, be wasGrived , he was 
Proveeked, till ke (ware in his wrath — 
The words are taken out of the 95 
Pſalm, ro which the 78. is parallel, 
* They were((aith the Pſalmilt)a fub- 


© born and rebellious Generation ; 1 hey 


© tempted God, and ſpoke againſt him, 
# Therefore the Lord heard this and 
& was wroth: So a fire was kindled 
© againſtFacob and anger againſt Iſrae!; 
e© Becauſe they believed not in God, and 
*© t1afted not in his Salvation -—— 

* When God heard this, he ws 
* wroth, and greatly abhorred Iſrae!, 
*© he gave way to his Indignation, 
- wrath, anger, diſpleaſure and Fea- 

louſy, 

I conceive, now the fix Queſtion to 
be ſtared, viz, Whether ( according to 
the tenor of the Scripture) [fidelity 
were ſinful and dangerons , inthe w-_ 

0 
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of the delivery of the Scriptures : 1 
proceed co the ſecond Queſtion, viz, 
(However it was in antient times.) 

2. Whether Infidelity, be not in ſuch 
times as ours Excuſable ? 

My meaning is this: Whether (ſpeak- 
ing according to Scriptural grounds, 
and reaſon) Now that Miracles, extra- 
ordinary gifts and Propheſies are ceaſed, 
Infidelity be mot become Excuſable 
(however it might be Sinful and 1nexcn- 
ſable during the time when Propheſies 


and Miracles were in uſe *) 


The firſt verſe of this Epiſtle (ro the 
Hebrews ) tells us what powerful and 
noble motives to believe, God had at- 
forded to the Fathers. 

Go4 himſe'f was pleaſed to fpeak to 
them, ToAuurews E ToAvS;mas, at ſun- 
dry times, and in divers manne1s, 

In the Times of the Patriarchs, Fnd- 
pes, Kings, and Prophets by the Wayes 
of Yi[:ons, Dreams, Voices, - imilitndes, 
Urim, and by divers miracles and wen- 
aers. 

$0 likewiſe, for thoſe that are here ex- 
borted; About the time of the Wri- 
ting of this Epiſtle; God had ſpoken 

2 £9 
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to them by his So» (the brightneſs of 
his Glory , the image of his perſon) 
And by the Apoſtles, to whom alſo he 
bare Witneſs. by mighty {ignesand won- 
ders, by divers mir:cles and g1tts of the 
Holy Ghoft. 

Now that S#ch men as theſe, who had 
ſo Lr1eat adwantazes to bring them to 
believe, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed for 
Infidelity, 1 am per{waded there is 
hardly any man, but thinks it very juſt 
and reaſonable, | 

That ſuch as had ſeen the wonders of 
God, in Egypt and the Wilderneſs, (0 
manifeſtly miraculous, (0 often repeated, 
and yet for all this would not believer, 
that their Carcaſſes ſhould fall in the 
Wilderneſs, 

That Ananias and Sapphira.who had 
known the miracles which had been 
done by the Apoſtles, ſhould think to 
Couſen the Apoſtles: it deſerved the 
Fudement that befell them, 

As for onr ſelves had we lived in the 
times of Miracles or Propheſies,we doubt 
not but we ſhould have belzeved, Or, 
as Philip (aid, thew us thetather, and it 

ſufficerhs Could we but once ſee a mis 
racle 
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racle, or talk with one returning from 
the dead ; it ſhould ſuffice, we would 
believe. | 

But ſcing it is now many hundreds of 
yeares , Since theſe things are ceaſed, 
and we have nothing lefr us, Preter mi- 
raculorum famam; It we ſhall not believe 
the Goſpel by ſome it is openly pretend- 
ed, and by many it is ſecretly tamenmed, 
that, in this caſe we may be Fxcuſed, 

I could wiſh that the timzme would 
ſerve, Clearly torid away this phantaſm; 
; order to it, I ſhall briefly coe three 
things, _ - 

*x. Shew that this Phantaſtical 
imagination 1s no new invention but 
that it hath of old, been the conceir 
of Abominable Hypocrites, 

2ly, 1 ſhall zxquire alittle into the 
grounds of this Conceir, and ſhew 
the miſtake of thoſe ſuppoſitions, in- 
to which it is reſolved. 

3ly. I ſhall fhew, thar our Savi- 
our (Knowing the thoughts of men) 
hath taken particular care to prevent 
this Imagination; and hath clearly 
decided the matter in Queſtion, 


B3 Though 
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I. Though the preſent age be fruitful in 


inventions tending this way, yer this 
hath been Articipated by the Fits of 
former times, 

Luc.11.47; Inthe 110f Lyukeq7, We finZe the 
Scribes and Phariſees, building the Se- 
pulchers of the Prophets, whom their {4- 
thers had Killed, | | 

If we would know, what they pre- 

texd:a, inſo doing, we ſhall find ut in 

the parallel place of Maithew, They 
ſaid, if we ha. been in the dayes of our 
f.thers, we wou:d not have been parta- 
kers «ith them, inthe blood of the Pro» 
phets, | 

That theſe men, did not believe the 

Prophets, \t is manifeſt 3 Chriſt tells 

them,it they had believed the Prophets, 

they would have believed him: tor they 
wrote of him, ' | 

Bur that they wonld have beleiyed 

the Prophets, («ad not have murthered 

them ) had they lived in cheir times, 
ths they pretend + and it is very proba- 
ble they had that opinion. 
Tes Verily ! had they Lwed in the 
dayes of Miracles and Propheſies, they 
would have believed, the wery con- 
ce 


Mqt.23.30 
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ceit which is now Pretended ! 

But the Truth is, theſe men were 
abominable Hypocrites, and the cauſe of 
their Unbelief, was not the want of mi- 
racles and Propheſies but Carnal preju- 
dice, and interef, and the Yile affettions 
of their hearts, Did not Chriſt work 
miracles? Was not he that Prophet 
which was tocome? Yet they took him, 
and with wicked hands they ſew him, 
and brought upon themſelyes the bloyd 
of all the Prophets, 

Bur 21y, It we ſhall examzne the bot- 
toms of this fancy , and reſolve it into 
its Principles, we ſhall finde that it ſup- 
poles theſe things. 


' I, Thar the waxt of the fight of 
miracles, is ſufficient ro Fuſtifie un- 
belief, 

2, Thar to live in the very age of 
miracles, is apter to create beleif , 
then to be born and educate, in a 
believing nation, after the world hath 
been convinced by the miracles of for- 
mer times (which is our Cale.) 


3. That the bare fght of miracles, is 
of it ſelf alone, (ufficient to create be- 
B 4 het 
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lief, in every perſon that ſhould (ce 
them. 

_ Of which ſuppoſitions, the firſt is 
contrary tO common Reaſon , and the 
two later are contrary to Sereptural Rea» 
ſon, and ro the experience of the 
world, 

1, If the want of the ſight of miracles 
were enough to juſtifie Infidelity, then 
for every Dogma to be believed, Every 
Individual prrſon, were to expedt rhe 
52bt of miracles; which if it ſhould hap- 
en, the wonder would ceaſe, and mira-. 
cles become No miracles, by the frequen- 
cy of the performances of them, and 
ſo they would be inept tO create be- 
lief. | 

Every work of nature, is in it ſelf a 
miracle ; Who would not think it eafter 
£0 recover a man, (who had all his parts 
and humours already formed ,) from the 
dead, then from that liquid principle 
whereof Job (peakes, to raiſe up fleſh 


19.19.16 and 5kin, bones and finews: to Advance 


an underſtanding creature , capable of 
Aadoring or blaſpheming the maker of 
him? Yet that «a miracle,and this is none, 
onely through the rarity of one, and 
frequency of the other, Aeain 
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ce Again, if every one were to fee mira* 
cles, rhe merit of faith would be taken 1c.20ag. 
is {away, © Feſus ſaid unto Thomas, be- 
he © cauſe thou haſt ſeen -- thou haſt be- 
4+ F< lieved, B efled are they that have nor 
he ſeen, yer have believed. This for 
the firſt ſuppoſition, 
es | 2, The ſecond is this, that ro /zve in the 
en I very age of miracles, 1s after tO create a 
ry $6:lief, thento /ive in a belicving nati> 
he B12 a good time after the times of Mi- 
p- Faces, 
4-.j Bur, contrary to this, we have 2n- 
n- Efances both in Jews and Gentiles. After. 
nd Bnear 4000 years. How pertinaciouſly doe 
1e- Bthe Jews aahere to Moſes, againſt whom 
their fathers Murmured, and rebelled, 
a Ioorwirkſtanding the ſight of all his w7- 
jer Fracles; and when he had wroughe thar 
rts Pereat miracle u, 0n Corah and for his 
he I:ebellion , the next day they rebelled 
le Jegarn, 
ſþ | And we find now the whole world, 
62 (eſpecially the wiſer part) Converted 
of to Chriſtianity, whereas the Apoſtles 
of [complain of the paucity of proteflors, 
ze, (and the Infidelity of the Jews, in the 
nd [Age of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, was ſo 


un Oreat 
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Ereat and reſolute that it hath 2 fatal 
operation upon that nation unto this 
day, 

I am fcnſible, that in the Compari- 
ſon of later ages with the dayes of mira- 
cles, I may be thought 8A dar wathes 
o«, and to advance a paradox, where 
that I may not lean on my own undet- 
ſtanding, I beſeech you to Copſeder, 
our Savioyrs deciſion of the Queſtion 
which we have in hand, 

1 ſuppoſe, TI may take it for granted, 
that the Condition of the Fews in ou: 
Savieurs time, was in reſpect of Moſes, 
the ſame (as to the matter in Queſtion) 
with oz7r Condition in reſpect 6 
Chriſt, + 

] he tradition of the law, was accom- 
panied w-ti1 mighty S7gxes and wonders, 
And ſo was .1kewiſe the tradition of the 
Goſpel. 

In the times ſucceeding Moſes, God 
for a Seaſon continued the ſenſible ma- 
niteſtation of his preſence, by miracles, 
Sohe did likewilc in the t1mes ſucceeding 
Chriſt. | 
But before the time of our S4aviow 

both miracles and Propheſies had a long 
t1mc 
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al time ceaſed. We ſee not our Tokens Pſalm 74. 
us FJ ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) there is not one * 
I Propher lett3 as it & with ws at this 
FE aay. 
al Onely, they had the books of Moſes 
/*- | 2nd the Prophets, Fuſt ſo Conveighed 
ITE and propeunded to them , as our Scrip- 
el-Þ tures have been to we. 
er, Sothat ,if the Queſtion be propoſed 
ony concerning thoſe Fews ; whether the 
preſent miracles of Chriſt , or the com- 
plexion of Motives which thy hal , to 
Ou'y induce them to believe the writings of 
ſes, Moſes, were apter tO create belief, It 
DF is the ſame with our 2ueſtion, Whe- 
ol ther the liveing in The time of Miracles, 
or our Motzves ; are more powerful to 
m-J beheving, To determine which Queſtt- 
ri. on; wemay obſervez That the 4po- 
thel /les after the {fight of all our Saviours 
miracles, Continned in unbelicf, till 
he had opened unto them. the Scrip- 
Nay tures, of Moſes and the Prophets, That 
after many miracles , hereters the Jews 
0 ro the ſearching of the Sctipturesz 
( brioging them 4 notiori ad ignotins, ) 
Andinthe the 5 of Fohn and the 47. 


Pa he decides this Reaction by another , Jo. 5. 47. 
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believing, Others tell by the way fide , 
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<< ifye do net believe the writings 0 
©© Moſes, how ſhall ye believe my Words: 

Thus much concerning the 2 ſuppo- 
ſition. 


3. The 2 is this, that the ſ6ghr off 


miracles, is of it ſelf alone, (ufficicn 
ro bring every perſon to believing, 

We ought indeed to owne it , to the 
eternal Glory of our Blefed Redremer, 
that the Faith of Chriſtians is founded 
upon his Mzracles as well as on his De- 
Frine, and example, And he himſel! 
cells the Fews, thatif he had not done 
miracles they ſhould not have had fin 


(z. e, the Sinof fidelity, ) But Now 


 todreamot miracles , and hankey after 


them or tothink to Excuſe our 7nfi- 
delity , for want of the fight of them, 
( «5 if that alone would certainly make 
believers of us all, ir argues that we 
have been ſloathful readers of the Scrip- 
cures. 

It hapned to our Saviours miracles as 
it did to his Preaching; according to 
his parableof the ſower, Some of them 
lighted upon hearrs that were honeſt 


and good , and brought forth the fruit of 


OT 
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olf or upon ſtony places, or amono the 
i} Thornes. 
| The prepoſſeſſcon of their minds, by 
an expectation of a temporal Meſſiah , 
Yin the Rulers ; The fear of perſecution 
"| by chem in the People; The Cares of the 
World, and deceitf»lneſs ot riches, 
hefl The pleaſures and luſts, rowhich the 
r, | Auſteritics of the Goſpel-rules, were 
elf oppofitz and Many other prejudices , 
-Yceeply rooted inthe hearts of a pervers 
eliand froward Generation , prevailed 4- 
ne eainſt the ſight of miracles , and None 
lin were more pervers and reſolute unbelei- 
on Þ vers, then ſome of thoſe, who had the 
cer] Advantage of this great argument for 
fi- | believing. 
m,| It theſight of Miracles alone, were 
ke Þ ſufficient ro produce belief, in all kinds 
we of Spectators, certainly the Seribes and 
p- | Phariſees , ( who by their learning were 
able to Judge of a miracle, the Coun- 
as | trymen and Kinſmen of Chriſt (with 
to | whom he was moſt Converſant , ) fhould 
2m | have been moſt Eminent in believing. 
Burt behold the inchantment Of prcj «- 
of Jdice and Carnal Intereſt ! Inthe 5, of 1, e414 
ie, | Luke 21, The Phariſees and Doctors 


or ſaw 
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ſaw the miracles of Chriſt, and yet 

they concluded him. a Blaſphemer, 

And when he had healed, him that 

was boine blind ; they ( hypocritically) 

bad the man give Glory ro God , and 

 faidrhiy knew that Feſus was a ſinner, 

Joh.g. 21. They turn'd tis miracles into wanton- 

neſs, tain'd themſelves Juſt men, 

that they might tempt him, 2. e, put 

a trick upon him, demanding a ſzgy for 

La-:0.2-,4 ſieht, onely to ſatisfy their wanton 
= Curioſity, 

As tor his Country,,en , this Prophet 

Mz.1z, Dad no honour there, he Cid not man) 

5. miracles, among them, becauſe & 

their wnbelecf, His friends ſaid he, 

5,032 was beſide hunſeif,and went to lay hold 

'- oh hit, | 

As forthe People , In the 6 of Fohy 

Jo. 6. 10. we find , that Chriſt fed 50co mea 

withs5 loavs and 2 fmall fiſhes , ſo that 

they faid this « of a truth that Prophet, ut 

the Yery next day ( ver, 22,) the Yer) 

men that had eater of the- loaves ( 26) 

Said unto him what fign theweſt thou 

that we may beleive? what do{t thou 

work ! ( 3o.) asita miracle had net 

beena Signe ! 
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«| He wrought a miracle among the wa. «5.1; 
r | Gadarens , and they beſought him co be 
ar] 2one, Others were offended ar him, 
y)} and caſt him our of their City. The 
nd} iſe of all his miracles , was this; Some jo... :x, 
er, faid he was a good man, Others Nay ! 
n-| bat he deceiveth rhe people, And ma- Jo.10. 20, 
n, | oy faid he had a Devil and was mad. 
url Nay ! when he hung upon the croſs they 
for acknowledged lis miracles,and jeered him 
onf with them; He ſaved others himſelf he 
cannot ſave ; let him do one more mira- 
hit cle,ler him come down from the Crofs, 
mand we will beleive him: So Vain is 
ot the pretence of thoſe, who think to ex- 
ie cuſe their Infidelity , becauſe they cannot 
old} ſee « miracle ! So falſe are the Grounds 
of that opin'on, 
phil 3. Briefly ! to bring this Argument 3: 
1enÞ]to an iſſue, - 
hath Ifir were granted” ro theſe perſons, 
-utto ſee a miracle , what kind of miracle 
er[wiuld they chufe, to convince their x#- 
6 \[derftandings , and ſette! them in religi- 
ouſjon 7 We. are here I confeſs 7 lico 
nouſ Coretturals, and no man can tell 
not]what miracle another man would 
chuſe , but I am prrſmaded, thar 
He which 
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which moſt men would agree upon, 2s 
molt conducing to that purpoſe where- 


. of we are ſpeaking would be this; that 


to aſſure them ot the Immortality of the 
Soul and of the rewards and puniſh- 
»ents of the world rocome, and ro fa- 
tisfy their C#roſ;ty in ſome other doubts 
and ſcraples 3 1 hey might once beal- 
lowed to ſee and converſe with ſome 
one, that mig'.t riſe from the dead who 
might reſolve their Queſtions , concer- 
ning the condition of thoſe that are in 
Hades, 

3. Tſaythen, that our Saviour who 
knew, what was in man, and needed 
not that any one ſh-uld tell him foreſee- 
ing this Phantaftical conceit , hath 
ſhewed the folly of it, and preoccupa: 


. tedthis vain reſort. 


Luc. 156. 22. 


In the 16 of Luke 27, Dives make; 
it his requeſt ro Abrahaw; that he 
would ſend Lazarys from the dead. to 
reſtify ro his brethren, thoſe thing 
which theſe mendream of, 

Abraham refers them to the Scrip- 
tures, which were ia the ſame manner 


recommended to them as our Scriptures] fall 


ars 


ml 


tn 
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3s | aretous, **They have Moſes and the 
e- | © © Prophets, &c, let them hear them. 
at ,» He ſaith unto him, *©* Nay fa- 
he | © ther Abrahams, but if one went to 
ſhe |} © © them from the dead , they would 
a- | © © believe, 
"5 Andhe ( Abraham) ſaid ©* If they 
al-Z ©© hear |not Moſes and the Prophets , 
me || © © e:ther will they be perſwaded though 
hoÞÞ ex? roſe from the dead. | 
er This Itake to be a clear and 3 full de- 
e inf termination of the matter in 2ueſftion3 
And if any one ſhould imagine, that 
vhoſ this determination was but Conjedtural, 
ded} Our Saviour afterward tries the Experi- 1 **- 
ſee-} ment , and raiſes another Latarmus trom 
athÞ] the dead, 
4p«} What was the effect of this mans co- 
ming from the dead, did it Convert the 
ike] High Prieſt or the Scribes the ralers or 
- he the pore nay, but from that very 
day they took counſel rogether hew 
they might put Feſus to death, And 53. 
the Chief Prieſts Conſulted , how they 
crip-| might put Lazarw to death Allo, 
nner} Upon theſe Confiderations, we may in- 
ures] fallibly Conclude, that Infidelity in Such 
times aS Ours, is 20 more excuſable , 
C then 
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then it was in the dayes of Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles, the times Ot miracles and 
pbropheſres 
So much of the firſt Suppoſition, in 
the Caveat of the text, the Sinfulneſs 
of Infidelity , in General at all times, 
And the Inexcuſableneſs in our times , 
which matces it our Duty to take heed 
of ir5 
I paſs to the ſecond ſuppoſition , con- 
cerning the Danger of falling into it, 
which makes it our concernment and} ted 
Intereff to: beware of it, For it this | vec 
be clear, the Exhortation will be A 
power'ul, take heed brethren, &c. | 
Now, the Danger of falling into inf-{ per 
aclity , is in it {elf ſo cenſpicaoms , and 
made ſo ſenſible by every day's expert- 
ence, that 7 wiſh the proof of it wereſ Eg 
difficult , (0 as to Juſtify a udious &Þ in | 
{aborious demonſtration of it, SC 
Ar once, to ſhorten my diſcourſe , anc] wer 
to 7emove the {uſpicion of any Satyri- 
cal reflexion upontt ole that hear me 
I ſhall ſhrew , that the Greateſt Advar 
taves, have mot preſerved the beſt 0 
men, from ſometimes talling into 1+ 
fidelity, Take leed therefore _—_ far 
| T e 


3, 
4. 
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The greateſt Helps and Advantazes 


againſt unbelief, I conceive to be thele 
enſucing, 

I, Evidences of Gods Preſence, 2.0r 
theſe lizhting on a good underſtanding, 
3. At leaſt upen the Ableſt of men, 
4. Such as have held Communion with 
Gad. 5, Or have been eminent for 
the habit and exerciſe of faith. 
6.ortheſe with warnines to prevent the 
Danger of falling. 7, And thoſe reitera- 
ted, Tet all theſe, have nor preſer- 
ved good men from {ometimes talling, 
A word of each, 

1. Firſt then, to begin with the 
perſons iz the Context, W hat greater 
Evidences of the Preſence of God can 


-f be Imagined, then they enjoyed; In 


Egypt intheir paſſage over the red Sea, 
in the Wilderneſs, ©* my preſence, faith 
* God, ſhall go along with you, They 
were conducted by a Pillar of a Cloud, 


-| &c, they were Supported, and Corredted 
jſby Yiſtble and palpable inflances of Gods 
T power and preſence, Yet they tempt- 


ed and erieved the Spirit of God, by 
their Infidelity, for ©* they believed not 
for all his Wondrous Works, 

C2 2, Put 
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2, But theſe Fewes were a dull and 
flupid people. If God ſhould once 
manifeſt himſelf, ro a wiſe and ander- 
ſtanding perſon ( Such as we take our 
{elves to be) We may think it impoſh- 
ble to tall into unbelief. 
I ſuppoſe it will be zo diſparagement 
to theſe 0bjeFors, to ſay , that Sele- 
7103 might be as wy and Knowing, 
as Wary and Philoſophical as zhey, 
And as for the manifeſtation of Gods 
preſence, the Scripture tells us Ex- 
Kin." 3. 3. Preſsly, that God appeared to him at 
Gibeon, Where hemade a promiſe t0 
him which he performed, 
Yet Solomon fell into the grofceſt 11 
fidelity: to think there were Gods and 
Goddeſſes, To worſhip Afteroth , the 
Kin. 11.5 GoZdeſs of the Sidonians, and Mil- 
com the Abomination of the Ammo 
nts, | 
3- But it may be yet Objected, 
that Solomon did this in the Dot age 0! 
his years, and his Dotage upon his Ido- 
latrous wives, which turned away his 
heart, but that it conld not have pre- 
ceeded trom him, before his wnderſtan- 
ding was empayred, | 


Þe- 


rit 
| Ge 


Behold then a greater then Solo- 
»0n! even Adam 1n his full flrength 
when he was zewly made after the {- 
militude of God, a little lower then 
the Angels, God ſeveral times appea- 
red to him in the Garden; Yet he fell 
through unbeleit, and drewall his po- 
ſterity into his ruine, 

4. But Adam though he had perfe- 
ion of Nature yer he wanted Grace, 
whereby he might. have held Commu- 
nion with God, which having been 
once enjoyed, would for ever have 
kept him from 7nfidelity , or deliberate 
fn, which alwayes proceeds from it, 


Conſfider then the caſe of David! Sm. 15. 
of whom itis ſaid, that the Spirit of pf ,. 


the Lord God came upon him; That 
God himſelf made a Covenant with 
him, and Sware unto him by his holi- 
neſs, that he would not fail him, 

And as for David who was like un- 
to him , for Devotion and Zeal, for [pi- 
ritual Communion and intercourſe with 
God © He was the ſweet ſinger of 1ſra- 
el, and how ofcen do we find , his Sp:- 
rit incbriated , and tranſported, in the 

C3 Celebra- 
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Celebration of his divine and raviſhing 
enJoyments, : : 

Tet we find him falling from all this 

height, and great and ferrible was his 
fallz he went mourning for it all his 
d«ys,and bowed down his head continu- 
ally. 
A Bur perhaps it may be thought, 
that though David was an Excellent 
man, yet ſeeing his Eminency lay not 
inthe gift of Faith, but in Zeal, or 
in ſome other Grace , the danger may 
ot yet be ſovery conſiderable, 

Behold then even Abraham:the Dar- 
ling of the almighty , who converſed 
with Godas a man converſeth with his] 
Friend : to whom God communicated 
his preſence in Dreams, in Viſtons, 
in Apparitions , ToN\upeeds % Tod 

TW, 

He was imbued with the Habit of 
Faith, heexerred it in the yobleft exer- 
ciſez he maniteſted ir in the heroical 
degree y (o that he became the Father 
of the Faithful, - 

Yet once we find him effendins 
(ripping) at this foxe of funbling ; 
+£quivocative through anbelief. 


6 But 


6. But all theſe inf ances were during 

S | the Ancient Diſpenſation, when the 

Communication of the preſence of God - 

was more Obſcure ; before the fulneſs of 

jj; | ime was come, when the word was 
made fleſh and dwelt amongſt men , and 

they ſaw his glory as the glory of the on- 

ly begotten Son of God. | 

Belides ! we do zo! find chat chey 

or |. WEE particularly and diftineHly warned 
of their danger, which may /eſſex the 
ay | Ponder of the fall, 
2 Conſider then the Caſe, of Peter , 
rſt of the Apoſtles. He had been 
ly coxverſant with Chriſt during 
Y all the time of hs Mzixiftry. Was awit- 
'| neſs of his miracles, ſaw his Tranſfign- 
ration , Heard the Voice which came 
"> rohim from the Excellent glory , ſay- £61 1, 15. 
ing this is my beloved Sou -— 

As for his faith, he it was, that 
made that Confeſſron, upon which the 
the Chriſtian Charch s founded, And 
Chriſt had prayed for him that his fe# 
ſhould not fail.” | 

He was a Yaliant man ; and he Hy- 
dertork that though he died, he would 
neither forſake , nor deny , his Maſter, 

C 4 When 


R the 
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When Chriſt forewarns him, plainly 
and punFually , that his faith would 
fail him, That wery #izht, before a 
certain heur ; So that it was impoſſible 
he ſhould be ſurpriſed, | 

You know hu Undertakines and of 
his Failings it is unneceflary to ſpeak, 

7. I know nothing now that can be 
alledged,, againſt the general propen- 
fity of all men to Unbeleif, but this, that 
Peter was now ſinele and alone , that he 
failed onely this time ; when he was 
envirend with Bills-and Staves and in 
Danger of his Lite. 

Wherefore let us call to mind the 
Caſe of all the Apoſtles, in the great 
| Foundation of our Faith the Article of 
Chriſts ReſurretFion, When theſe 
temptations were away. 

The reſurrefion of the dead was 
m thoſe times ſo commonly believed, 
that it was conceived of Chriſt , that 
he was one of the Old Prophets riſen 
from the Dead, and Herod ſaid he 
_ Fohn the Baptiſt riſen from the 

ead, | 

Of the reſurrection, the Apoſtles had 
ſeen Experiments, in Z4zarac, and | 

- the 
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the bodies of the Saints which arole. 
Concerning Chriſts reſurr:&io ghow 

plainly and often were they forewarned, 

After he was riſen, how often were 

they to/d of it, Tet how groſely and 

often did they fail. 
In the 8 of Mark 31 Chriſt cells his war, 2.35. 

* Diſciples, that he ſhould be killed, 


© and the 3 day he would riſe again. He yg... 


© ſpake this ſaying Openly ; So Open- 63. 
* /y that the Fews took xotice of it(tbes \, 
deceiver ſaid that the third day he 1. 
would riſe again) moreover hepromi- 

ſed them plainly that after he was ti- Mar-16.13 
ſen, he would go before them into Ga- 
lelie , and appointed them a certain 
Mountain where they ſhould ſee him. 

Tet after he was riſen; Mary Magda- 
len told them that he had appearcd to 
her. But they believed not Mary Magd, 
Foanna,and Mary the Mother of Fames, 
told them the ſame, But their Speech 
ſeemed to them as 7ale tales. 

The 2 Diſciples told the ref, that 
he had appeared to them going to Em- 
m4aus, but they believed them not, 

He appe ared in the midſt of ten of 
them at once, ſhewed them hs _ 

an 
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and bis fide, But they believed not 
for joy. : 

a Chriſt when appeared to the Wo- fal 
men, bade them tell the Diſciples and 
Peter , that according to his promiſe, I +, 
they ſhould ſee him in Galle, 

"7 And the 11, Diſciples went mtoGa- | £1 
Lilie, to a mountain which Feſas had poſ 
appointed them, Ani when they ſaw him, © x. 
they Worſhiped , But ſome doubted. Fa 

Mar.16.z4 So that Chiiſt, almoſt in his af th 
words, Upbraided them with their Us- 
belief — becauſe they believed not them 


who had ſeen him , after he was ti- = 

ſen, are 
So prone are even the beſt of men, 

acer their higheſt atteinments, un- 

der the beſt advantages, to fall ſome-J 


time into Infidelity ! So great # the dan- 
ger of Unbelief ! 
It is true indeed , that all theſe,] 
Mic. 7. 8. m1ght ſay with the Prophet, Rejoyce| Fr 
| nor againſt me O mine enemy , for 
thoughlT fall, I ſhall ariſe again. Yet 
© all theſe things are written for our 
learning , that he that thinkerh he ſtan- 
deth , may zake heed leaſt he fall, If] , 
ih:ſe things haye beendonerto the green | + 
| tree, 
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tree, what may be done to the ary? If 
the worthies and the mighty have 


fallen ( how have the mighty fallen?) 


ought not the feeble to take care*? 
Yes certainly they ought, 

Andtouleall means to prevext their 
falling, which is the third thing, ſup- 
poſed in the Caveat, and expreſſed in 
the words following * Take heed bre- 
thren leaſt, &c, Exhort one another 
daily— 

Now the Meanes to prevent the fal- 
ling into T»fidelity are the Arguments 
evincing the ?r#th of the Goſpel which 
are very #merons, WhereofI cannot 
now ſpeak particularly, 

The Apoſtle in this Epiſtle makes 


uſe of 2, ſorts 4z-, 


x.Scriptures ofthe Old Teſta- 
ment , | 

 2,.Common Reaſon whereof I 
ſhall ſpeak a little, 


From 


The Argument from Reaſon is de- 
liveredin the 2, Chap. v. 3. 4. 
© The Goſpel was delivered by the _ 
| "WM 


IIL. 
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*and confirmed (tous) by them that 


« beard him, 


© miracles andeifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
God bare witneſs to 

Chriſt the Author of the Goſpel : 

And to the Apoſtles, the Promulger: 

of the Goſpel, Wherefore it is tobe 

believed, | 

The Antecedent of this Enthymem is 


the ſum of what I ſhall deliver. 


his 
«© God alſo bearing thew Witneſs] Sre 
* with Signs and wonders , 4nd divers} Mi 


his 


fig 


,» When the Phariſees ſaid unto plc 
the 


* Chriſt , thy Record is xot true , be- 
**cauſe thou beareſt record ot thy ſelf, 
* I am one ( ſaith Chriſt ) that bear re- 
* cord of my ſelf, and the Father that 
* ſent me, beareth witneſs of me, 
Moreover he tells the Diſciples that 
the Comforter ſhould teſtify of him, And 
ye. alſo ſhall bear witneſs , becauſe ye 
have been with me from the beginning, 
So that beſide the Witneſs of the 
Apoſiles', the Goſpel had the 4tteſtati- 
o» of all the perſons of the Trinity; viz, 


- 


I, Father, 
Of the 3 2, Son, 
3. Holy Ghoſt, | 
I, God 
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1, God the Father bore witneſs to 
his Son; and that he did, by 1, {ible 
Srgnes, and 2, Audible Yoices, 3. by 
Miſſion of Angels, q. by Cooperating in 
his Miracles, &C. 

1, At his Nativity, a new Star ap- 
peared, At his Baptiſm they ſaw the 
heaven opened, and the Sp7rit ſent from 
the Father in the wiſible ſhape of a 
Dove and lighting upon him. Before 
his Paſſion, he was transfigured in their 
fight, And At zt the Sanne was ecli- 
pſed when the Moon was full, the Yath, 
the Rocks, rent, So that the Centurion 
ſaid, Surely this max was the Son of 
God, Bodies of Saints were ſeen of ma- 
ny, ali theſe were viſible ines, 


2. As for the Þ M2 (the daughter 
of the Voice) In his Baptiſm Lo! 
woice from heaven, Saying , This is 
my beloved Son— At his Transfigura- 
tion a Voice came out of a cloud, which 
ſaid , This # my beloved Son hear 
him. A little before his death , as he 


There came a woice from heaven, Say- 
ing , © I have both glorified it, and will 
glorify it ag2in, 


2, For 


Mar. 
4 17. 


was Praying ©* Father, glorifie thy Name, 16-1 3 $ 


3-37- 
5. 


44 _ The Danger 
3. For miſſion of Anzels by the Fa- 


ther, We find them ſtill ready upon all | of 

occaſions from before his Comme 
down, to the time ot his Aſcenſion into Þ thi 
Heaven. the 
Luc.r, x6. Before his Conception, the Angel I Pr: 
19. Gabriel appeared ro Zachary and to ces 
Mar-1-2%* M/ary,before his Nativity to Foſeph (ay- | Me 
ing fear not Foſeph. At therimeof his] | 
Luc. 2. 9 Nativity a whole Chorus appeared to the Þ be , 
31. Sheapheards. 1» his Infancy an Angel I of | 
M2. appeared twice to Feſeph, admoniſhnig Þ Da 
- him of his going to Egypt and his 7e- | the 
turn from thence, the 
4 11. In his Adult age they miniſtred to} Fu 
Mc22-43 him in his hunger 53 Before his death, } 
Mar.15, 6. they ſtrengthned him in his Agony; {of 
Jo'20. 12» After it, they rolled away the ttone | ces 
Ac.r. x, from his Sepulchers They declared bu | De, 
 refarretion; And in his Aſcenſion, } | 
they ſtood by, and forctold his coming | was 
againto Fudgement, Ye men of Gala-F hin 
lie why ſtand ye gazing © This ſame ma 
Feſus toc 
4. The Father cooperated with him, | : 
according to that of our Saviour | was 
the father worketh hitherio and 1]Po 
work, -— QC, Ve? 

Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome of the Atteſtations 


1] of the Father, 


2, Chriſt bore witneſs of himſelf, And 
this hedid , by proveine himſelt to be 


| The weſſab ;, wiz. by fulfLing all the 


1 Propheſies relating to the Perſon or 0ffi- 


ces; 1 he Life, and the Death of the 


: Meſhah, 


His Generation was ſuch as cannet 
be declared , he was born at Bethlem, 
of the tribe of Fuda, of the Family of 
David, about 490, years After 


{the 7c:arn from Captivity, When 


the Scepier was juſt now departed from 
Fuda, 

He performed not only the Subſtance 
of the Propheſies but all the Circumſtan- 
ces foretold, Concerning the Life and 
Death of the Meſsjah. 

He was to bea Proph:t, and So he 
was, The Spirit of the Lord anointed 


{him to preach, and he ſpake as never 


man ſpake, He foretold many things 
toc ome, they all bare him witneſs, 

2, He was to be 2 Xing and fo he 
was, His Nam: was Wonderful; his 
Power was ſhewen througourt the wni- 
verſal Syſtems of the World, the m__— 

| © goo 
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good and evil, the Heavens, Elements, 
Plants, Fiſhes,Brutes, Health and Sick- 


neſs , Life and Death, were all obedient | 


nato his Ford. 


3, He was tobe a Prieft and ſo he | 


was. He made an Attonement by his 
obedience , and by his ſufferings to the 


leaſt pun7ilio( to the taking of a little 


Vinegar ) and when al things were ful- 
filled , He cryed with a loud voice 
TA itis finiſhed, and he bowed 
his bead and gave wp the Ghoſt. 

Moreover, for the Fuſtification of 
his Goſpel ( and that he might leave ns 
place for Infidelity ; ) he roſe again from 
the dead, appeared to many Copvin- 
ced them by all their ſenſes 3 They ſaw 
him, They heardhim, they fele hi 
hands and his tide, They Eat and Drank 
with himzThey Converſed with him 40, 
dayes;He was ſeen by wore then 500. at 
once and(laſtly,)in the ſight of Many 
of them, he Aſfcended FYiſibly into 
Heaven. 

Theſe were ſome of the Teſtimo- 
nies, which our Lord Chriſt bore to him 
ſelf 

3. The time would fail me,if I ſhould 


ſpeak]* 
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gon of all the Teſtimonies given by 
the Holy Spirit, 
In his Conceptios, to Mary, fulfilling 


1 the Promiſe of Gabriel. 


Before his Nativity to Zachary and 


| Elizabeth, in his Infancy to Sizzcon and 


Hanna, 1n his Baptiſm: to Fohy, I knew 
<* him nor, ſaith John, bur he that ſent 
me to baptize, ſaid unto me,upon whom 


1 <*rhou ſhalc ſee the Spirit deſcending 


*and reſting on him, that & he: and 1 
ſaw the Spirit deſcending : Throughout 
his whole Miniſtry , till his Death, the 


1 Spirit gave witneſs tohim, 


Moreover, In his Reſurrec#ion he was 
declared the Son of God, with power by 
the Holy Ghoſt, After his Aſcenti- 
on, the Holy: Ghoſt fulfilled a'l his 
undertakings, 1n that Grand Manife- 
ſtation at Pentecoſt; at the time and 
place which Chriſt had undertaken 
for; A manifeſtation made to all the 
Senſes, and to men of every nation un» 


tirude of other Inſtances, 
Such were the Atteftations given to 


{Chriſt (the Author and finiſher of our 
faith), 


2, And 


Rom. 


r, 


1 der heaven, Parthians — beſides a Mul- AQ.:. 5 
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2. And for the Apoſtles (the Promul- 
gers of it) Beſides the Change of #heir 
Spirits from darkneſs to light, Whereby 
they were led out of Ignorance and Infi- 
delity ,intoall Truth, And from forpid 
and puſil animons perſons, during the life 
of their Maſter , they became, when he 
was dead, the moſt ative and magnani- 
mous in the world, ( T ſay, beſides this 
Change ) They had beſtowed upon 
them, All things neceflary (either for 
their, 1, Own Aſſnrance, Or for the 
2. Convittion of the World, (Concerning 
the truth of the Goſpel which they deli- 
wered,) | | | 

I. As for themſelves, Beſides the 


* Converſation with their Maſter before 


and after his Reſurrectionz they had 


1. Apparitions of Angels, And to one 


of them Chr:ft himſelf appeared after he 
was aſcended to his father. 


2, They had the Bath Kol, ( Voi- 
ces from Heaven) In the 9 of the Ads, 
We finde a Voice from Heaven main- 
caning a Dialogue with Pal; and at 
another time, a voice ſaying to Peter 
Ariſe Peter, Kill and Eat. + 

3. They had extatical Yiſions, 
Peter 


s 
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Pas! rapt up to the third heaven, 

4. They had monitory Dreames, Pay! 
ſaw a manina Dreamliying unto him, 
Come into Macedonia and help us, 


preach the Word in Aſia: 
II, And for the Convidion of the 
unbelieving World 


Different Adminiſtrations, To one was 
given the Word of Wiſdom, to another 
the Ford of Knowlede,to another Faith, 
to another the gift of Healing, ro an- 
other Miracles, Propheſies, Diſcernine of 
Spirits, The gift of Tongues. 
As it is in the words which I quoted, 
* God bare them witneſs with gifts of 
*the Holy Ghoſt, and with Siznes and 
Wonders ; and that he did,ſo far, that I 
ſhall be juſtified by Chriſt himſelf, it I 
ſhall affirm, that the Apoſtles after his 
death. did greater miracles then he hin:- 
ſelf did in his Life. 
Of the ſame kind with our Saviours, 
ſome they performed , by means, ha- 
ving af appearance of greater ſtrange- 
D 2 neſs 


- 


a a. 


Peter was 1n atrance (AR,10, 10, 19.) At.:2.17 


5. They had Impulſcs of the Spirit, 47 55+ 
$0 Paul was forbi4 by the Spirit to 


They had diverfities of gifts and Co. 12 | 
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ne(s, (Chriſt healed by his touch , his 
word his ſpittle, Peter by his ſhadow, Paul 
by # andkerchiefs taken from his body.) 
But one great thing there was, wherein 
th:y exceeded ; I he Great and Mani- 
feſt, and frequent Effufions of the Spirit, 
The Reception of it upon themſelves,the 
communication Of it to others, by Prayer, 
Preaching, Laying on of Hands ;, By 
theſe it was thit the wnbelieving 
world was cony.nced, and even Simon 
Mazus himſelf, It &s bythe power and 
Vertue of thoſe effuſions that we are 
here mer together at this time, thar 
the World continues Chriſtian at this 


day. And theſe are ſome of thoſe ſtan- | 


ding means and Arguments, whereby 
the Propeneſs of our hearts to Infidelity 


may be overcome; and faith may be be- 
gotten, confirmed, recovered at this day: | 


Theleare theretore to be revolved, F x- 
ho't one an#ther dayly, To come there» 
tore toa Concluſion. 

Myv tex: it felt is an Application, by 


way of Exhortation , Exhertations ate | 


entorced by Reaſons of Duty and Con- 
eSernment, and theſe] have | itherto en- 
cEaVEmed t0 lay before you, 


| 


It 


PRO 


[I P” FIenny D 
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It indeed there were no Sinfulneſs in 


Infidelity. oy, 1f zu ſuch times as ours, 
| it were excnſable,If there were no danger 


of falling into ir, or yo means left to re- 
medy or prevent it; It would then indeed 


| be to little purpoſe to Exhorrt men to 


beware, 

Bur if the ſtate of all theſe things is 
otherwiſe, if that be plain and evident; 
agreeable to Scripture,to Reaſon and to 


| Experience;1f theSpeaker hath zot beaten 


the Air, nor the hearers been careleſs and 
znattentive, 1 know not what can be 
required, to exforce and ſharpen the ex- 
hortation, 

If the time would ſuffer it, andI 
were ſpeaking to a. Common or Inju- 
dicious Auditory, I might think my ſelf 


| concerned, after aff that hath been ſpo- 


ken to the underſtanding, to Apply my 
diſcourſe to your affed#:ons, I ſhould 
take unto me the various forms of Ap- 


| plication uſed in this Epiſtle, I would 


Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort,, 1 would <y 
aloud, and would not ſpare, I would litc 
up my voice like a Watchmans trumpet, 
warning you fiom the Lord, concerning 
that Spirit of itreligion and infidelity 

D 3 which 
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which is ſaid to have overſpread the 
land, 

| I would #ake to my ſelf a Zame- 
zation, yea it ſhould be for a Lawenta- 
tion, for the Profeſſors of Infidelity, and 
the infidelity of Profeſſors , eve- 
ry where. But I may not now be per- 
mitted to enlarge upon theſe things, 
I may onely pray to God to give you 
underſtanding in all things,and beſeech 
you earneſtly to confider what hath 
beenſpoken, Concluding in the words of | 
the Text, Take heed brethren,left there 
be in any of you, an evil heart of unbelief, 


7n departing from the lwving God, Exhort | 
ene another dayly 


FINIS. 


' Two Books newly printed 
for James Collins. 


A {eafonable Recommendation 
and defence ot Reaſon in the 
Afﬀairs of Religion. Againſt 
Infidelity, Srepticiſm and Fa- 


naticiſm of all ſorts, 4* 


A Dilcourle of the Forbearance 
of Penalties which a due Re- 
formation Requires, by Her- 
bert Thorndike, one of the 

 Prebendaries of IWeſtminSter, 
g> 


Againſt the 
AQTISCRIPTURISTS: 


ALSO 
Another concetning the 
Sinfulneſs, Danger, -and Remedies 
| > | 
IYNFADELITY, 
Preached at 


W HITE-H ALL. 


£ Loxe BY 
SETH Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 


b — 


LONDON, 74+ 
Printed by F. 2. for James Collins, at the 
Kings-Head in Weſtminſter-Hall, 

M DCL LXX. 


= 


4a - » 
” s CY wt wt OS, eh * $2 
7, qo Oe no tn I 
+; 4 5 ths 
fry 07 


Againſt the. 
18 TI-SCRIPTURIST S, 


SERMON 


Preached at 
W H I T E-H 4 L L, 


Febrnary 20. 1679 


BY 
SETH Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 


a 


_—_—_— 


——— 


Pzinted by Pfis Wajeſties Special Command. 


- 
— 


. - 


LONDON, 


Printed by J. 24. for James Collins, at the 


Kings-Head in Weſtminſter-Hall, 
M DCL LXX. 


s:, 


M9 HOT TT 2 YEP 


yr eee 


% 


* 
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2 Tim. 3. 16. 


All Scripture is given by Inſpira- 
 . tion of God. 


N the verſe preceding, it ts ſaid 
concerning the Scriptures of 

the 014 Teſtament, that they 

are able to make a man wiſe 

unto falvation, 9:4 ics ris iy 
Xg156 ines (by the faith which 1s inJeſus 
Chriſt) : And it follows immediate- 
ly, All Scripture, &c. 

'1 #igs (the Faith) is often by a 

Metonymy taken for. the Goſpel, 

which 1s. the 0bje#F of the Fuith of 
Chriſtians. We read often of the, _ 
* Preaching, and Þ Hearing of F aith 3» 021-23 
of the® Analogie of Faith, *the com-*Rom.12. 
mon Faith *which was once delivered 


to the Saints ( in the preaching of «Jud. 3. 
. Chriſt, and the Writings of his Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles) and fo I con- 
ceive it is to be taken in this place. 

| A3 So 


% 6s 


6, 
d Tit. 1.4. 
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Againli the 


So that the meaning of the whole is 


this, The Old Teſtament” underſtood * 


and expounded according to the Ana- 
logy of the New, is able to make a 
man wiſe. ' And the Pez-mer of the 


Canonical Books of the 01d Teſta-. 


ment (wherein Timothy had been in- 
ſtructed ws fyiges) and of the Books 
of the New Teſtament (which ex- 
cept thoſe of S. Johz were extant be- 
fore the writing of this Epiſtle) were 
znſpired and direFed by the $prrit of 
God. : 

The word: of the Textare an entire 
Propoſition , aſſerting the Divine Au: 
thority of the Canon of Scripture 
and my endeavour {hall be at this time 
to prove the truth of that Propoſition. 
Wherein, that I may proceed with all 
plainnefs and clearneſs, I ſhall premiſe 
two words by way of F Petition, 

Precaution. 

I. Eyway of Petition, IT ſuppoſe and 
take for or” Fas $'- 

I. |, re principle of the 
ny £22, 3nd his proves 
-0/£rmng the world, 

»f Canonical 
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Anti-ſcripturils. 
Books of the Old Teitament, 
is*the ſame with that which 


was in Uſe 1n the time of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles, And, 


our body of the New Teſta- 


ment the {ame which was ar- 


 ciently received 1n the 
Church. So that what ſhall 
| be proved of thoſe, is applica- 
ble to the Original Scripture 
ſed in our time. 


3. That thoſe Books of New Te- 
ftament whoſe Authors were- 


not anczently queitioned,were 
Written by thole Authors 


whole Nazze they bear. And 


that thoſe few others which 
were ſometimes queltianed 
by uu particular Churches, 
and afterward Univerſally 
recezved, contain 1n them no 
one point of Faith or Manners 
difſentient from the Contents 
of thoſe Books whith were 
never queitoned. 


2. By way of Precaution and Ad- 
10nition | muit intreat you tothe 2- 
fice, that I ſhall not now meddle with 


A4 the 


7 


Azrinl} the 


the Controverſies concerning Apo- 
crypha, Tranſlations, Keri and Chetib, 
Hebrew points, various Leftions, dubi- 
ous Authors or parts of Scripture. 

But my endeavour at this time ſhall 
be to Afert the Divine Authority of 
the body and ſubſtance of the Original 
Books of the Caro of the Old and 
New Teſtament: And this not in the 
way of common place , but in a par- 
eicular Examination or Retiitation of 


the moſt dangerous Opinien: of the . 


Anti-ſcripturiits, whichare th::ſe. 

- I. Of thoſe whopretend to believe 
the truth of the New Teſtament, and 
yet they deny the Divine Authority 
or thevit > ©: Ba 
WH. Of thoſe who pretend to be- 
heve the truth, but deny the divine 
Authority of the New Teſtament. 

IIT. Of ſuch as pretend tobelieve 
matters of faF to have been truly re- 
lated in the New Teſtament, but do not 
believe the truth of the De@Grinal 
parts relating to Faith and Man- 
Hers. 7 

IV. Such as deny the truth of the 
Relation of matters of Fad in the. 

F New 


«\, 


New Teſtament, and in coſequence 
rejeZ the whole Body of Scripture. 
Of theſe as briefly and plainly as I 
Can. | 

'T. The firſt Opinion is of thoſe, 
who pretending to believe the Truth of 
the New Teſtament, deny the Divine 
Authority of the Old Teſtament. The 
Severians, and the Manichees, Baſtli- 
des, and Carpocrates of old: The 


Catubaptiſis of later times , ſome 


Anabaptiſts, Antinomiens, and other 
Fanatical Sectaries amongſt our 
ſelves. 

In oppofition to theſe, Iſhall ſhew, 
that ſuppoſing the zruth of the New 
Teſtament, the Divine Authority of the 
Old Teſtament is to be acknowledg- 
ed : Becauſe the Divine Authority of 
the 01d Teſtament is ailerted by Chriſt 
and his Evargeliſts and Apoſiles in the 
New. | 

I. Next to the Redemption of the 
world, the great buſineſs which Chriſt 
had todoupon Earth, was toCorvince 
men that he was the A2/ſſzas, and fo 
to aflert his Legiſlative Authority. 
And the great Argument which ar 
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Fr 29 - - Againli the , 
| | uſed for the conviction of the world j- 
|: was this. / E 
it þ All the 2arks and the entire Cha- - 
8 raFer of the Meſliah, andof his Acti- 
If | onsand Paſſions, were preferred and 
if | foretold by the Law and the Prophets, 
| and the Pſalzzr, 3.e. in the Yolume of 
[ the Old Teſtament. | : 
| | And all things foretold or prefi- 
i | gured concerning the Meſſiah, were - 
'Y accompliſhed by himſelf. S 
fl | So that though the great Works of 
| | Chriſt, andthe purity and excellency F 
'F of his Do@rize, and of his Life were 2 
Et of themſelves lr prog to jn5tifie the - 
| | Introduction of his Law into the = 
iq .. World, yet he was pleaſed to reſolve 'F 
Cas it were) his own Authority into - 


the Divine Authority of the Old Te- 

| ſtament, and to makeuſe of thoſe 0- 

ther manifeſtations of himſelf,in a co- 
ordination with that principle. 

And therefore we find him {till 

preſſing the Jews with this,#hat 1f they 

did belzeve the Writings of Moſes,and 

their other Scriptures, they muſt of 

neceſlity believe hzzz alſo. 
Joh.s. 4% Moſes wrote of me ( ſaith he) 
| where-_ 


Antr-lcripturitts. rr 8 1 


wherefore, did ye believe Moſes, ye * 2-0 
would believe we. The Scriptures I". 
zeſlifie of me, therefore ſearch them s 
diligently, ipwrere 72; yeapde. For the 1985-395 | £ 
attaining of everlaſting life he refers bu 
the Lawyer to the Law, What js Lukioas IÞ4 
written in the Law ? howreadeſt thou? i 
For the avoiding of the place of tor- | 
ments, he makes Abraham refer the =. 
Relations of Djves to Moſes and the "3159. by 
Prophets. P 


| | 
In all his Di/ſputations with the 
Phariſees and Sadduces, the Lawyers 
and the Scribes, he makes his appeal 
to the Script:rres of the Old Telta-, 
ment. Andleſt any one ſhould think | 
that 1n all this he did only argue ad | 
homines ( that diſputing with the 
Jews he only proceeded upon their = | 
own Hypotheſis) we find him inthe 4 
courſe of his Miniſtration poſetively ,,. . . 

aſſerting, that the Scriptures »xf# be Joh.1 0.35 
fulfilled; that they cannot be bro- 
ken; that he came not to deſtroy the 330 5 
Law and the Prophets, but to fullfilyy., 1; | 
them 3. and that Heavez and Farth : |! 
ſhall paſs away, before one jot or 1 
tittle of theſe ſhould periſh, until all |: 
- \ | was 'Y-+; 


a) 


Luk.24-29 


i 


Azainl the ©: 


was fulfilled. Thus he aſſerted the 


 Authority'of the Old Teſtament be- 


fore his death. 

And after his Refurre&30z he made 
a real demonſtration” that the Old 
Teſtament was piven by inſpiration 
of God ; for on the day of his Re- 
ſurrection, falling into company of 
two of his Diſciples, going to Em- 
mays : He began at Afoſes and all the 
Prophets, and expounded to them 
in all the Scriptures the things con- 
cerning himſelf. 

And afterward when the Eleven 
were come together, as a og mg 
#ior of this his method, and that he 
might inſtru his Diſciples in it, he 
ſaid unto them, Theſe were the words 
which X ſpake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things muſt be 
fulfilled, which were written in the 
Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 
and in the P/alms (in the Volume of 
Old Teftizrent ) concerning me. He 
opened their underſtandings , and 
faid, thus it is written, and thas it 
behoved : And as a ſhort Idea of 
:-hax they were to do, he tells _ 

an 
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and ye are Witneſſes of theſe things. 

2. In purſuance of this method we 
find the Evangeliſts very curions, and 
very frequent mn obſerving the ac- 
compliſhment of the Preſcriptions of 
the Old Teſtament, reciting ſome- 
times the ſpeeches of Chriſt, ſaying; 
that he did ſuch, or ſuch a thing, to 
the end that the Scriptures might be 
fulfilled :- 7 will not eat of the fruit of 
the Vine till all things be fulfill- 
ed. 

Sometimes in their own Perſons 
obſerving the accompliſhment of par- 
ticulars, and noting either particular 
portions of Scriptures which were 
fulfilled, or the fulfilling of the 8cr- 
ptnres cited at large, without any 
particular Quotation. Thus the E- 


vangeliſts writing of the * Concepti- *** mar.x. 
on, b Nativity, « Name of Chriſt, 4of,,,. 
his coming out of Feypr, *dwelling at « Ms 
Nazareth, migration to Capernaum,;, _ 
Eriding to Jeruſalem: Say that theſe _y 


things were done that the Scriptures 
(or the ſing of the Prophet ) at 
large might be fulfilled : So likewiſe 
for the circumſtances of his _—_ 

<W_— the 


. 
A 


4 - Again the 
DATES. the kflight of his Diſciples, i caſing 
125.35. lots upon his Garments, k Vinegar ge 

oh.19.24 ven himto drink, !piercing his ide, 
_ m bones remaining unbroken, &c. 
"  37- Other times they note the partiou- 
*Mar8'ts lar Frophet, Chriſt » healed Diſcafes, 
*Mataz, ® [poke in Parables, and that the ſay- 
par a of 1/::4h the Prophet might be 
© * fulfilled. » When Herod ſlew the 
Children , then was fulfilled that 

which was ſpoken by Jeremy the 
Prophet, Rachel weeping for her Chil- 

aren, &c. and once we find a quota- 

tion of the ſecond Pſalm, and the 

hike : This for the Evangeliſtls, 

3. Laſily, the Divine Authority 

of the Old Teſtament is aſſerted by 

the Apoitles:; Whom we find every 

where in their Writings, citing the 

1 Gal3:10 Teſtimonies of the 4 Law and the* 


o 


\Rom-4-2-2 the Scripture hath concluded fo-or 
3 ſo: Arenize oat of them, oft times 
y atts 18, diredly; thus not only the Apoſtles 

24. 28. but Y 4pollos mightily convinced the 


Ja: 4*5: Tews, ſometimes ab abſurdo, * do-ye 


. think the Scripture ſpeaks in vain? 
| In 
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Ina word, the Apoſtles followed the 
way and method which their 2after 
zaught them 5 they aſſerted that the 
Goſpel was® promiſed by the Prophets, Rom.1.fa 
b witneſſed by the Law and the Pro- Kegan 
phets : *by all the Prophets. Afﬀrrm-'s. & _— 
ing of themſclves, that they belzeved 43: 
41/1 things written in the Lawand in- 
the Prophets : and that they continu- 
ed teſtifying and ſaying * zo her As. 
things than the Prophets and 270ſes did 
fay ſhould COme. 

Finally, leſt any place ſhould be 
left for doubting concerning any part 
of the Old "= cpm the Apoitles 
haveexpreſly aflerted concerning the 
f Law, that it 15holy, juſt, and:good 3 *Rem. 5. 
«that the Prophets are holy, and hthey ,, 77: 
Scriptures holy; that they are the PTimg.1 
* oracles of God, lively Oracles: that Rom.3.-2; 
! God {pake by the \ = that Fo 
holy zen of God fpake 4$ they were * 2 Per.r. 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Laſtly, ** 
(1n the Text) that rhe ® i422 yeouuele, * 2 Tim 3. 
wherein Tzmotby had beeninitituted IS. 
by his Mother, were giver by infþi-. 
ration of God. | 

This 1s the ſenſe of the New: Teſta- 


ent 


> 
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ment- concerning the 01d Teflanrert ; 


ſuppoſing therefore the Trath of the 


New Teſtament , the Divine Antho- 


rity of the Old Teſtanrent is to be 


acknowledged, contrary to the firſt 
Opinion of the Anti-ſcripturiſts. 
_ I. The Second Anti-ſcriptaral O- 
pinion 1s of thoſe whopretend to be- 
tieve the Truth, but they deny or 
doubt the Divine Anthority of the 
New Teſtament, either of the whole 
body of the New Teſtament , or at 
leaſt of that part which delivers the 
Speeches and Writings of the Apo- 

les. To a | 
. Of this ſort there are ſaid to be 
214ny, Who by the power and influ- 


ence of their Education are reſtrained 


from denying or diſ-believing the 


Truth of the New - Teſtament, and 
he infelicity of corrnpe 


get throug 
converſation are fallen from that 
Veneration Which is due to'writings 
ſuppoſed to be of Divine Authority. 
For the Hiſtory of the New Te- 
ſtament they have the ſame reſpect 
which they have for Tacitus or Saluſt, 
or ſomeſuch other Hiſtory; tor the A- 
| ſtery 


bo 
a> as — — Sa "mo am nd x3 aw 
; \ 


— 
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ſlery of the Goſpel, the ſame which 
they have for ſome parts of Plato. or 
remnants of Pythagoras. For the 
prattical parts, the ſame which they 
have for ſome parts. of Cicers of Se- 
eca,or Epietus. All which writings 
they believe to be trxe, but no man 
believes them to be Divine. And ſome 
there are who pretend a great werne- 
ration for the ſpeeches of Chriſt, but 
have a meaner eſteem for the words, 
and writings of the Apoſiles. | 

In oppoſition to theſe Opinions, I 
{hall ſhew, that /ppeſirg the words of 
Chriſt and the Apoſiles to be True, it 
will follow, that they are to be e- 
ſteemed to be of Divine Authority. 

Becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles did 
profeſs and declare,'that what they 
delivered to the world, was of D#- 
vine Authority. | 

And becauſe our Lord _ did un- 
dertake not only for h;zſelf; but far 
the Inſpirationof his Apoſtles allo* * 

I. Inthe examination of the zext 


Opinion, I ſhall be obliged to lay. 


before you ſome of the evidences of 
Divine Authority in Chriſ# and his 
S 9 Apo- 


WAA 
es, Oe _ 


Againl} the 
Apoſtles, here 1t 1s ſufficient to pro- 
duee their a/ertions of it. . 

The t:me of our Lord Chriſts #5- 
niſtration (betwixt three and four 
years) was ſpent in preaching and 
working , and his Authority was of- 
ten queſtioned. 


* Mar, 21; 1 £#ke 20- 1. and in the* paral- 
23. lel places , While he was in the Tem- 
Mar.11:27 p/e teaching the People, and preach- 


ing the Goſpel, the Chief Prieſts and 
the Scribes and the Elders came upon 
him, (aying, tell us by what Autho- 
rity thou doſt theſe things (preacheſt 
to the people) and who gave thee 
that Authority ? 

Knowing the perverineſs of their 
minds, he was zof pleaſed to gratifie 
them at that time with a dire&# an- 
(wer, but confounded them with a 
IE concerning the Baptiſm of 

ohn. 

But at Other times,upon Other occa- 
bons, we find the Divine Authority 
of his teaching abundantly declared 
and afſerted by him. 


oh.14.6 *T ar the way, the truth and the 
oh-6-63 [;ſe : > The words which I ſpeak unto 


You 


Vw 
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you they are ſpir;z?, and they are _ 
life. * The words . which I ſpeak I* Joh.14. 
ſpeak not of my ſelf, but of the Fa- *© 
ther which dwelleth in me. © 24 * Jeb.7:16 
DoFrine 18 not #4ine, but his that. 
ſent me. ®*T do nothing of my ſelf, Joh.$.28 
but as my Father hath taught me ſo 


I ſpeak.'f 7 have not ſpoken of my * Job.r2. 


ſelf, but the Father that ſet me, he P 
gave me a Commandment what 1 
ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. 
8 /hatſoever I ſpeak therefore , even*® Joh. 12. 


asthe Father ſaid unto me, fol ſpeak. T7 


k Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs ayay, » mar. 24; 
but my words (hall zot paſs away. 3% 
Thus did our Saviour affſert the | 
Divine Authority of his Words. 
2. And ſo likewiſe the apoſtles are 
very frequent in aſſerting the Di- 
vine Authority of the things which 
they delivered. 

In the.15. of the 4s, we find: 
them aſſembled about the queſtion of 
Circumciſion 5 and they accounted 1t 
no robbery to entitle their Decrees to. 
the Holy Ghoſt, 1t ſeemed good to 
the Holy Goof and to us, v. 18. : 

Nor do they pretend,to revelation 

B 2 . when 


*. 


6 Againlt the 


when gathered in Council only, 
but each one ſeverally for him- 
ſelf. | 
S. Peter profeſles of himſelf, that he 
* x Per.g.1 Was a *partuker of the glory which was 
revealed: And of his Goſpel, that it 
> 1Pet.1.5. was Þ revealed from Heaven. | 
*3Joh:1.3., $+ John declares that he had *ayayiay 
with the Father and the $05 as for 
his other writings, that they con- 
%Joh.r.z, tained the things * which he had 
heard and ſeen with his eyes, which 
he had looked on, and his hands had 
handled of the Wordof life. 
As for the Apocalypſe, he profeſleh 
* Apoc: 1. that being in the Spzrzt in the Tſe of 
9 19% Patmos hereceived it, and was com- 
fIh.x9, Manded to writeit ina Book. | 
The greateſt writer among the Apo- 
ſtles wasS. Paul, and the greateſt Que- 
ftion hath always been (amongſt Un- 
believers) concerning his Calling and 
the Authority of his Goſpel. 
He knew this very well, and there- 
fore we find him aflerting both his 
Calling and his Goſpel with abundant 
care and diligence. 
He affirms himſelf to have been 
an 
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an Apoſtle not * of an , neither by:igq,, ,. 
man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God. | 
the Father; That by ® God himſelf he»ggmy.r. 
was ſeparatedto preach, conſtituted 2Tim.1.1x 
a Preacher, an Apoſtle, anda Defen- Et 17: 
cder of the Goſpel. As concerning 
his Goſpel, he profeſles to have © re-*Eph.z.r. 
ceived it by Revelation of God. 

As for the Spirit wherewith he 
wrote and preached, he profeſled him- 
ſelf {ready to give a proof of Chriſt «aCor.13. 
ſpeaking in him. He appealed to the Z. 
Prophetick Spirit then in the Church, « ;cer.14. 
* If any man think, himſelf a Prophet or 3 
Spiritual , let him ackhnowledee the 
things which Iwrite tobe the Command- 
ments of God. + | | 

Out of this aſſurance 1t was that 
he erjoined his Epiſtles to be readin , 
the Churches of * Coloſs,, 8 Laodicea, GEE 
b Theſſalonica, and i excommunicates > 2 Thel, 
ſuch as ſhould be diſobedient in that 3: 2 
particular. | 

And leſt any one ſhould here re- 
peat the Obje&#;oz made againſt our 
Saviour, Thox beareſt witneſs of thy 


felf, thy witneſs 1s not ttm”. 
B 3 $. 


\ 


= . Again the 
S. Paul ſpeaking of all the Apoſtles, 
2Eph 4-11 affirms that God had * ſet them in the 
: $8: Church, and that >the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel was revealed to the holy Apo- 
ſales bythe Spirit. 

Particularly, notwithſtanding that 
diſpute betwixt S. Peter and S. Pal 
* Porphy., (from the * firſt Ages of the Church 
» car. to our own Times, objected by Un- 
& inc. 2. belteversto the prejudice of Religi- 
_ on) it 1s remarkable, that, in the ſame 
place where S. Paul gives an account 
: Gal-2. how © Peter was to be blamed, and 
how and wherefore he withſtood him to 
his face at Art;och, he doth expreſly 
affirm, that the Goſpel of the Circumci- 
{02 was committed to Peter, and that 
God wrought effectually in Peter to 

the Apoſtleſhip of the Circumciſior. 
On the other ide S. Peter, 77 that 
 wery place, where he may ſeem to 
wPct-3.15 complain of the * Avayinra of S. Paul, 
yet even there he owns him as his. be- 
loved Brother, acknowledges his Wiſe 
dom tohavebecn given him of God, 
and numbers all his Epiſtles, inter 
7&5 a077es yeapes, amonglt the other 
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| 3. Laſtly, 


ſtles, they may take notice, that the z 
Authority of theſe, reſolves 1t ſelf into 3 
the veracity of Chriſt himſelf. E 


come, that with this Spirit they ſhould 


_ Divine Authority of the Words of 
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3- Laſtly, for ſuch as would put {] 
a difference of degrees betwixt the © | 
Authority of the words of Chriſt, and Hl 


the writings and Sermons of the Apo- 


He it was who being to leave the 
World, promiſed his Diſciples again 
and again, that he would * ſed down :1þ,,,. 
upon them the Holy Spirit, that 26. 
ſhould Þ ;zſiru& them and fearh them » ,,, a6. 
«ll things, that ſhould © Lead them into © 16-13: 
alltruth, * Bring to their remembrance - '* as LN 
all thigs which he himſelf had ſþo- os | 
ken, that ſhould* fhew ther things to* 16. 13- . 


not be lightly daſh'd.,or ſprinkled, but 

that they ſhould be * 3aptized, and cag, 1s. 

as it were plunged into it. Ss 
How all theſe Promiſes were per- 

formed, and how the 4/ſertions of the 


Chriſt, and the Apoſtles were proved 


tobetrue, Iam zextto ſhew. Tn the |. 
interim I conclude, that ſuppoſing the | 
truth of the words of Chriſt and his A- YN. 
poſtler, they are to be eſteemed of Divine il: 
Anthority, B4 Ul. The ; 

q | 


Againſt the 

III. The third Opinion is of ſuch 
as pretend to believe matters of ſat 
to have been truly related in the New 
Teſtament , but. they do not believe 
the truth of the Do@rinal parts re- 
lating to Faith or Manners. 

Of theſe there have always been 
200 great a number, not only preter- 
ders, who under a form of Chriſtia- 
nity deny the power thereof, but ge- 
zerally all ſorts of Hereticks. When 
Porphyrius had revolted from Chri- 
ftianity to Platoniſm, and had bent 
all his Forces againſt the S$cripture- 
Hiſtory, he was refuted not only by 
LaG&antins, and Methodius, men Or- 
thodox in Doctrine, but by Enſeb3us 
and Apollinarjs; and of late days, 
Socinus and others have well aſſerted 
the truth of the Scripture-Hiſtory 
who yet have been offended at the 
dogmatical parts of the Goſpel, and 
concerning the Faith have made fhip- 
wrack, | | 

In Oppoſition to zheſe I ſhall en- 
deavour to demonſtrate, that, Smp- 
poſrug cages Fad to be truly related 


in the New Teſtament. \t 18 unreaſona- 
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Le to ſuſpet the truth of any of the 
DoFrines delivered by Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles. 

AmoneSt the various fancies con- 
cerningReligzon,wherewith the whole 
world hath been always embroiled : 
Two things there are wherein all the 
Sons of Adam have agreed; namely, 
I. That that 1s to be believed which 
hath received the teſtiz2ozy of God. 
And 2. That this teſti-rony is to be ga- 
thered from inſtances of ſupernatural 
Wiſdom and Power. 
 Tathe ſtudy of natural and Philo- 
ſophical Theologie, the Speculativz 
among(tthe Greeks and Romans, and 
other Nations, ſozeht after Wiſdom, 
(Reaſon , and Demonſtration. But ) 


to reduce the People to the forms of re- 


ligious Rites and Sacrifices preſcribed 
them, they were made to believe the 
_ Epiphanies of the Gods, and the ma- 
mfeſtations of their Wiſdow, and 
Power, by Oracles and Works ſuper- 
natural. 
— To theſeeven Mahormer pretended 
though his great Argument was _ 
D — >" 


| Agatn(t the 
the Sword : and of the Jews I need 
not ſpeak. 1. 

For a Foundation of Religion, and 
in our iq/(ition after that, ſhort of 
this Teſtimony we ought not to ſtay3 
further we cannot go: And herezn 1s 
the utmoſt of humane wiſdom to con- 
ffderwellthole Evidences upon which 
weadventure the zrtereſt of our efer- 
nity. | 

To this evidence therefore we ap- 
peal in aflerting the Do@rine of our 
Lord Chriſt, and his Apoſtles Name- 
ly to the inſtances of Sxpernatural 
Knowledge and Supernatural Power, 
whereby their Do@rine was atteſt- 
ed. 

T ſhall not here wave the ſoree, but 
[ ſhall decline the repetitzon of what 
have formerly fpoken concerning 
the atteſtations given to it by YViſcble 
Signs, Audible Voices, Apparitions of 
Angels, Fulfilling the Prophecies, Ewi- 
dences of Ghriſts Reſurredion, Miſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

or” wy 7. 15. the Jews wondred at 
Chrilt that he kxzew any thing : How 
knoweth 
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knoweth this man Letters, ſecing he 
neverlearned them? but if we mark 
the Scriptures, we ſhall fd that he 
knew all things, and that nething was 
withdrawn from the reach of his un- 
derſ{tanding. 

He knew the * ſickneſs and death of | | 
Lagarys, though abſent and at a di-* mw 
ſtance; He ſaw Nathaniel under the ® 4.17. 
Fzg-tree, and convinced hrm that he 
was the Son of God, and the King of 
Iſrael : *Come ſee a man (laid the Wo- 0 
man of Samaria). which told me all 
things thatevyer I did, is not this the 
Chriſt ? | 

He was Kaedroyvurns : The ſecret %, Joh.6.6x 
murmars at his hard ſayings, the 72- 64. 
ward * deſires to ask him @xeſtions 3 «16, 1g, 
thef Reaſonings and Dialogiſms ofthe *Luk.g.47 
hearts of his Diſciples; 5 the 7 Hogg 
Councils of the Scribes and Phariſees, © 
b their evil ſarmiſings, * their irencbe-, Mt-63: 
rous intentions to intrap him, theirs 2 aig 


mental Blaſphemy, were all naked and 7: 
manifeſt before him. | 


He knew what was in man, and'Joh.2.24 


needed not that any one ſhould tell 2 5s 
- him 5 


5 
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28 | Agatnlt the 
* Mat.1q; him5 * He 4zew the various Kinds of 
21 Devils, and how they were to be e- 
"OEM jetted: This Kind cometh not out 
Mat,r7.29 but by Prayer and Faſting. He kxew 


the Fiſhes of the Sea, and where they .- 


were, and what was 7» them. 

He knew not only things paſt and 
<Joh-18.4 ,eſent, but to come; ® He foreſaw all 
* 13.11. things that were to come upon him, 

<©who it was that ſhould betray him, 

:Mar.2o. he foretold his Diſciples all the cir- 

«Marzo. Cumſtances of his Paſſzor, *how he 

c. 23: Wasto be Betrayed, ® Condemned, fde- 

ts ” livered to the Gentiles , 8 mocked, 

£ Joh. 14. ſcourged, ſpit on, kill d and Cru- 
28. cified at Jernſalem. 


| : 3+ kandthe Diſciples of their flight. 


31 . 
b | Ye foretold things to come after 
= his death, the time and manner of the 


 deſtruftionof Jeruſalem : The ſucceſs 
A, of hisGoſpel, the Efe# (unlikely) of 


* Joh. 12. his Crucifixion, ® that it ſhould draw 


*Mat.22, 211 men after him, *that it ſhould be 


14. preached and believed in the whole 
| | world \ 
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world * ſpreading it (elf like Leaven, yarns. 


and hkea grain of Muſtard-ſeed, 41. 


b that Satars Kingdom ſhould be de-" ak 19- 

ſirozed tuddenly like lightnings not © 

withitanding the © falſe Chriſt and * Mar.24. 

falſe Prophets which ſhould ariſe. - 2S- 
Theſe and many more were in- 

ſtances of the ſupernatural 4zowledee 

of Chriſt : And for his power, the time 

would fail me to inſiſt upon themany 


and various inſtances mentioned in 


the Goſpels. | 
I ſhall omit the exerciſe of his do- 
minion over the Sun, Moon. and Stars, 
Plants, and Animals,- Earth, and 
Water, the Wind and the Sea, and 
briefly mind you of thoſe which con- 
cerned the bodies of men ; how he. 
x. Fedtheir hanger, 2. Healed their di- 
ſtempers, 3. Raiſed their dead, and*Mat.14. 
4. Caſt out Devils. © 20 = 
He fed *4000 at one time, and<yar.s. 
b 5000 at another,with 5 or 7 Loaves, 3% 
and a few little Fiſhes. pa fa: 
He healed the © blind, * lame, deaf, "Mar.8.1g 
f dumb, 3 maimed, Þ feaveriſh, * hydro- arg 
pical, Kparalitic, \leprons, and ® Juna-1mar.17. 


tic I'2» 
k "Mat. 4.23 


.* = 


pong : 
ayes vamg ev 


$f”, 
Py y -- 4 
— — v 
”" FR D 4, 


# 
L EPS 4 < S 
——=<& 
RR NR ee Er nana on 
Ys pre e's 
y be ad 


Ps WL IC 


- W_—_ ©" A -D ” Þu Fi 
wig EE Ien "I " » 5 So _— - - wh abner 
CE Ine peri eas as on > i i, nn OO nee” worm wares ho 
- 


— — —— —— 


= Co. OSS | . - AAP DO AO ALICE _m_ 
os by ”" wY 


30 Againlt the 
116.22, Fick, perſons. He cured not « green: 
x. wounds only, but ancient inveterate 
» Mat.9-20 A7aladies of > 12, of £38 years conti- 
: Johe5+5* uance, oze that was born blind. 
Hexſed no Plaſters nor Potions, no 
Teleſmans or other Charms, but per- 
« Multes, formed all theſe things by a 4 touch 
+Mat.9-20 of his Hard or of his* Garment. He 
ear. 8.6, healed f abſent perſons as well as pre- 
$ Joh. 5.5 ent, E he ſpcke the word only and they 
were healed. | 
» Mar. 5.41 He raiſed to life the Daughter of 
 Luk.q.11 h 74y- 25, the i Widows Son at Naim, 
_— his Friend Lazarzs, and 1 zzany bo- 
iMar.27- dies of the Saints. Many of which 


52e healed and raiſed perſons lived till 


Tuſ. Excl. about Trajar's time, as Quadratus a 

#+4-<3- Diſciple of the Apoſtles affirmed in 

PL his Apology to Hadrian the Empe- 
rour. 

Like a ſtrong man armed he caſt 
out Devils, whatever kind they 
were of he quickly diſlodged them3 
= that foazring and tearing Devil 
which withſtood. the power of his 

Diſciples, and threw down and tore the 
- pofleſſed perſon, even as he was yet 
comme 


* Mar. 17. 


— 


BEATS 
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coming to Chriſt h371ſelf}, he preſent- 
ty rebxked, and healed the child, and 
delivered him to his Father. 

Neither their log poſſeſſzor, nor 
their »umbers could ſecure them, he 
caft * ſever at once out of Mary Mae-* Mar.16 
daler, and an Þ whole Legion out a" Luk.b.2y 
certain man of the Country of the 
Gadarens, who had been poſſeſſed 
by them a /ozg time. 

Moreover, for atteſtation to the 
truth of hisGoſpel, he delegated all this 
power to others,to the * 12. Apoſtles,to Mar.rory 
the#70 Diſciples : *He bequeathed it «EF 9:3- 
to Belzevers at his death, and they alſo" 1.--9. 
received and exerciſed this fiper-* Mara: 
natural power. - 


T have given a few jnflances of the 
Supernatural F;/do»2 and Power of 
Chriſt ſ#/ztarily confidered: The 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel affords us many 
Examples wherein they were glort- 
ouſly combined. 


By bis Knowledge he foretold his. 16: 
ReſarreFion, he $performed it by his zmars8.s. 
Power. By his Divine Underſtand-" Johu6. 
3ng heb foreſaw his 4ſcenſer, and by -* 2>.r7, 


20.17. 
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32 Acainlt the 


$Luk.24. the Power of his Divinity het. 


57+ aſcended. | | 
He*aſcended, and by his Power he 
* falfilled the Predictions and Promiſes 
® A&. 2.4. Which he had made. Heb ſext down 
the Holy Spirit, and ſhed forth the gifts 
of ſupernatural Wildom and Power 
upon his Apoſiles. Py 
. Not to mention the Apparition of 
As 9: Angels, and of Chriſt himſelf, the® 
* 10. Bath. Kol. the ©Fxtaſies, Dreams, 
uti, Viſors, and * Impulſes which were 
*16.6,7. g1ven them for their ow# aſſurance: 
That they might be enabled topreach 
the Goſpel to all Nations, and deliver 
to the world thoſe Scriptures whereof 
* we are ſpeaking, they hadfthe word 
. Cor.18:9 of Knowledge and of Wiſdom and 
of Faith, and the gift of divers 
Tongues, and interpretation of 
Tongues beſtowed upon them. 
And to juS7ifie their Do@rine to 


the Ages preſent and to come, they | 


had the Gifts of Propheſie , and of 
Healing, and of Miracles. | 
tap. 41. * John: (the beloved Diſciple) heard 
a voice as 1t were of a Trumpet, talk- 
ing with him, which ſaid, Come up 
; hither, 
( 
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foretold the Famine which was to, 


Anti-ſcripturifts, 33 


hither, and I will ſhew thee #hines 
which ſhall be hereafter; and imme- 
diately he was in the $pzrit, and re- 
ceived the Revelation. * 

*Paut an Apoſtle (though born out *Att-27, 


\ of due time) came to Viſions and *'® ** 


Revelations , he twice foretol; what 
{hould happer ro the $hip where- 
in he was carried Priſoner to Rome. 
He foretold the Þ Apo3facy of the /at-» ,rhers, 
ter times, the riſing of Antichriſt, * 
< the perilloys times which ſhould <2Tim.z x 
comm ypon the world in the laſt 
days. 4 Agabus a Believer at large _—_ 
come upon all the world, f and the faa.s.13; 
binding of Pawlat Jeruſalem, Oc. 

But the Inſtances of ſupernatural 
Power exerciſed in healing of Diſeaſes, 
raiſing the dead, 8 confounding the Op- 
poſers of their Doctrine, and in ſe- 
veral other kinds by the Apoſtles, 
and their Companions and Adbe- 
rents , the Preachers and Writers of 
the Do@rine of the Goſpel, are fo a- 
bundantly delivered in the New Te- 
ſtament, that T ſhall not offer at parti- 
cabins.” C I 


21.10, 
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In the 4. of the As we find all the 
Apoſtles praying iwfuuely, that God 
would ftretch forth his hand to heal, & 
that ſgrs and wonders might be done 
by the Name of his holy Child Jeſws. 
And immediately the place was ſha- 
ken, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power. 

The particular Afracles of partt- 
cular perſons are recorded. In ore 


word, they went and preached eve- 


ry where the Dodftrines which are 


' written in the Goſpel 3 the Lord 
working with them , and confirming 


their words by mighty ſigns and won- 
ders, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This-is the ſtate of the matter of 
Fad, as it 1s propounded in the New 
Teſtament : I conclude therefore, that, 
ſappoſing matters of Fad to be truly 
delivered in the New Teſtament, 
there zs 20 reaſon to doubt of the Do- 


 Franes delivered by Chriſt or his A- | 


poſtles , relating to faith or manners. 
And I come to the conſideration of 
the /aſ? and extreme Qpinion of the 
Anti-ſcripturilts, | 

IV. The 
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IV. The laſt Opinion,js of thoſe who 
deny the truth of the Relation of mat- 
ters of Fad delivered in the New Te- 
ftament, and in conſequence rejed the 
whole body of the Scriptures. 
 T could wiſh there were ao ſuch as 
theſe, and that what I have yetto lay 
were altogether zeedleſs for that rea- 
ſon. 

But what means then the publick 
Rumors which we hear 2 and 
whence 1s an Opinion gone into the 
world, that ſome great Philoſophers 


and men of gemerons reaſon are diſ- 
- ſatisfied concerning the truth of $cri- 


pture, and believe the Authority of it 
Ba wholly derived from the AMugi- 
ate. : 


In reference td theſe I ſhall endea- 
vVour, - Eo 

I. Briefly, toſhew that the ground 
upon which theſe 7/iſemer and Phi- 
loſophers reje& the Scriptures, 1s con- 
trary tothe Keaſor of mankind. 


- 2. To evince, that the belief of the 


Divine Authority of the Scriptures 
Is 0ſt agreeable to Reaſors). 
; | CE < 
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Againſt the 

T. As forthe Argument and ground 
of thoſe (amongſt us Chriſtians) that 
reject the body of the Scriptures, I do 
not remember to have heard of other 
than this. 

They have often called upon Belie- 
vers, Paſtors perhaps, or DodFors in 
the Church, for a clear andundeniable 
evidence of the truth of the ſtory of 
the Goſpel, and they have zot afford- 
edit: therefore they conclude , the 
Scriptures are tobe rejeded. | 

But 3s this the ronhibag of gene- . 
rousWits?and men of mighty deeds in 
Diſputation , of men pretending to 
the depths of Reaſon and qe $66: 

To give a man a clear and xnde- 
niable evidence of any thing , there 
are but two ways, viz. To convince 
either his Sexſes or his Vnderſiand- 
ing5the former whereof is to be done 
by Experiment, the later by Demon- 


ſtration. 


would they have now an Experi- 


ment whether ſuch or ſuch a thing 
were done 16 or 1700 years ago ? 


Would they have a demonſtration of 
| partr- 


— , ——_ , , : 2 ©: 2k Shams. BN 


'Anti-fcripturits. 


particulars, in their nature 435 ys | 


to be done or ot to be done, depend- 
7ng upor the liberty of Cauſes ? 

Well were it for the world, if theſe 
Beaux _ would have the pati- 
ence, and endure the fatigue of ac- 
quainting themſelves with the ways of 
knowledge ( Experiment and Demon- 
ſtration) it would not then be trou- 
bled with the dangerous 1mpertirency 
of ſuch Pretenders. 

Then theſe men would not call for 
Experiment ina ſubjett nncapable of 
It, and (being inſtructed that Demon- 
ſtration 1s only of V»zverſal Propoſi- 
tions in materia meceſſaria , whole con- 
trary Poſitions i-ply a contradiction) 
they would 4zow, that to demand 
this kind of evidence of the truth of 
the oor of the Goſpel, 1s to be-ab- 
ſurdly judicious, and to ad contrary 
tothe Reaſon of mankind. 

For ſeeing we may not with c7- 
vility ſuppoſe this principle to be 
advanced only for the deftrution 
of Religion, and the rnine (or at 
leaſt undeniable hazard ). of the 
| C3 Souls 
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- Againlt the | 
Souls of. men 5 Me ought to believe 
that theſe 7hzloſophers intend this asa 
general Maxim: that (in matters 
<< af leaſt of moment) men ought not to 
<« adventure to at, but upon clear and 
< undeniable evidence, and (\{peaking 
<c properly) that wiſe ren ought to be- 
lieve nothing at all, Wherefore let 
vs ſuppoſe this for a general principle, 
and conſider what will follow. 

Setting aſide the knowledge of the 
AfﬀeTions of a few Lines and Numbers, 
is not all learning to be caſt away ? 
21ſt not the Civil World of mankind 
be brought to {wift confuſron? mult 
not warnkind it (elf, in a few days 


' cometoan end ? 


Suppoſe a SubjeF ſhould not yield 
his Obedience, or a Tenant his Rent, 
till Titles be made out byExperiment 
or Demonſtration. Sxppoſe the Hws- 
band-man and the Merchant, the Ar- 
tificer, the Souldier, the Banker, and 
the Judge ſhould not adventure, but 
{tay for the aflurance of Tpeyfagper 
or Demonſtration,would not the whole 
world be confounded? 


Sppoſe 


Suppoſe men ſhould not »zarry, nor 
take Phyſick, nor eat or drink till they 
ſhould have clear and wndeniable 
evidence, that all theſe things are 
what they ſuppoſe, and ſhall ſacceed 
according to expeFatiovn, would not 
mankind quickly be ſpent, and 
broughttoan end ? 

. If the management of all humane 
concernments, Political, Oeconomi- 
cal, Perſonal, proceed upon the 
grounds of Belief and Hope, and ra- 
tional (but not demonſtrative) infe- 
rence. If neither theſe Philoſophers 
(if they would conſider) nor any 


other Perſon, erther ever did, or polſab- 


ly conld, perform any one ation, up- 
on ſach evidence, as theſe men require 
concerning the truth of the ſtories of 
the Scripture; then to reject them for 
want of ſuch evidence, 1s repugnant to 
the Reaſon of mankind. 
T proceed therefore to my ſecond 
_ «ſjertion, that the Belief of the Dz- 
vine Authority of the Scriptures 1s moſt 
agreeable to reaſon. 
That the Divine Authority of all the 
C 4 _, Scriptures 


\ 
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Scriptures of the 0/4 and New Te- 
ſtament, are . undeniably concluded 
from ſuppoſition of the truth of the 
Relation Or Hiſtory of matters of fa# 
in the New Teſtament, IT have alrea- 
dy ſhewn. And that the reje#70z of 
all Hiſtory is againſt the Reaſon of 
mankind is evident, becauſe all man- 
kind receive ſome Hiſtory or other : 
wherefore [ ſhall briefly ſhew, 

I. That the Hiftory of the New 
Teſtament hath all thoſe advantages 
whereof any Hiſtory 1s capable. 

_ 2. Thatithath greater advantages 
than any other Hiſtory. 

1. The Argumenrs inducing men to 
the belief of any hiſtorical Relation, 
areall of them | 
i Ab intra, Tnternal, from the 1.Cre- 
1 dibility and Scibzlity of the Ob- 
ject. 2. The Knowledge and 1n- 
i tegrity of the Writers. 3. The 

way and manner of writing. 

T 4b extra, External, The I. Re- 
_ ception of it in the world. 2.Con- 
current teſtimonies of ſtrangers. 
>. The Conceſſzons of Advyerſa- 
ries, and the like, | 


Either 


Ta 


 Anti-fcripturitts, 


In all whichparticulars, no Hiftory 
in the world can juitly pretend any 
advantage above that of the New 
Teſtament. | 

1. Forthe Credibility, Object,and 
Cognolctbility of it. 


1. To ſay that inſtances of ſaper- gz, ce, 


natural Power and Wiſdom are impoſ* 
_ f'ble, 1sto deny the power of God and 
his providence in governing the 
world: And to ſay that ſuch things 
are incredible, as are and have been 
actually believed, 1n all times, and by 
all forts of perſons, Jews and Gentiles, 
Chriſtians and Mahometans ( a few 
Atheiſtical perſons only excepted) is 
an abſurdity. 
The Hiſtory that we {peak of, pre- 


tends to no Tntrigues Or Cabaliſtick, 


Counſels,or 1 y_ ofState,but cor- 
teins 1t {elf withinthe /zmzits of things 


Viſible and Audible, things that were 
done or ſpoken; fo that mo Hitory 
can have advantage over it, reſpeu 
 Objedz. 

« 2. As for Knowledge 1n the deli- 
verers, I ſhall ſhew it by a brief Tu- 
duion. 


The- 
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Againl} the © | 

The whole New Teſtament conſiſts of 
the Booxs of the Revelation, Epiſtles, 
Ads of the Apoſtles, and the Goſpels. 

The Arthors of the Fpiſtles and 
the Revelation, in the Narrative parts 
of them, deliver the things doxe or 
ſpoken to or by themſelves, and could 
not be ignorant of their own experi- 
EXNCES. 

The Book of the AFs contains ſome 
things doxe by or to the-ref# of the 
Apoitles , but chiefly the concern 
ments of Fanl; and it was writter: 
by Lxke,who was an individual Com- 
panion of Paul, and intimately con- 
 verſant with the rei7 of the Apoſtles. 

For the things Related in the Go- 
ſpel of S. Luke, he ſaith they were 
delivered to him by #hoſe who from 
the beginning were Fye-witneſſes of 
the works, and MzniSters of the Word, 
and his Hiſtory agrees with the other 
Evangehiſts. | 

The Goſpel of S. Mark hath 0- 
thing which 1s not in S. Matthew or 
S. Johx, and was di&ated by S. Peter, 
the Head of the Apoirles. 

S. Matthew was an Apoſtle, and S. 
Johns 


 Antbſeripturids, 

John the Boſorm Apoitle of Christ. - 
"The Apeitles were choſen by him for 

' Witneſſes of his Words and AdGions, 
they were with him from the begiz- 
ing of is Aniftry, continued with 
him till his death, converſed with him 
till his Aſcenſtor 5 That which they had 
heard, which they had ſeen with their 
Eyes, which they had looked on, which 


43) 


their hands had handled of the word . | - 


of life , that they delivered in writing. 
to the World : 4nd more than this no 
Writer or Relater of HiStory can pre- 
tend to. | 

2. For Arguments of their ſnce- * Cor.s. 8, 
rity , they have left ® Precepts of Ve- 
racity, and Þ prohibitions of lying,un- 


6.4.8, 
Phil, 4.8 
d Jam 3.14 


der.puin of Hell torrents, the Lake Eph-4-25. 


that burneth with fire and brimftone: ©? © an 
They have proteifed that they did not 22.15. 
follow cunningly deviſed Fables; that þo arms 
they did things [tncerely as 1n the (ight 

of God. | 

They have appealed to the ſex rher 

of hearts : The God and Father 6” our 

Lord Jeſus Chrift knoweth th :+ T lie 

not. The things which I write unto 

you, behold, Lefore God ilrenet, Colt. 

20. faith S.Pun!. They 
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44 | Again0 the 
at | iTheſ,2.3, They have left behind them vari- 
ntl 4- ous ir5Fances of their ſprplicity and 
| godly [tncerity m repreſenting their 
| } failings to the world, and of candour 
| 
| 


"vi | and ingenuity 1n diſtinguiſhing the 


diFates of their own Reaſon from the 
inſpirations of the Holy Spirit: T ſpeak. 
by permiſſion, not by commandment 
of the Lord: This ſay I, not the Lord; 
Thus it 1s according to wy judgment, 
Cc. I Cor. 7. 
it | But beſides all thzs, let the matter 
'f be eſtimated acccording to common 
ik | reaſon : If theſe men did dewiſe a 
=_ - Fable and impoſe it upon the world, 
what end could they propound to 
themſelves in ſo doing? was there 
any profit in being def7itute of all 
_ or pleaſure 1n being perſe- 
, _ and tormented ? or ho- 
cing counted Fools and 24414- 
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my | men. 

| lt! Before they began to publiſh the $to- 

| | | r:es Whereof we ſpeak, their Aſaifer 
| was gone, and all worldly hopes were 


j not bound in Conſcience, and in $pi- 
| rit, 


| (3 gone away with him : If they were 


Ne 


ir 


Anti-lcripturits. 


rit 5 what obligation had he laid up- 
on them to labour and ſuffer tor his 
honour as they did ? 

Toomit the ſeverity of his behavi- 
our to them, He called them off from 
their Vocations, Peter, and Andrew, 
James, and John from their Fiſhing, 


Matthew from his Cuſtomers place, the M*9-9- 


reſt according 


ly. 
They forſcok their Nets , their Mar, 4.20. 


* Ships, their Relations, and all their 

zatereSFs,and followed him. 
And this they did ( clearly and 

plainly) believing that he was to be 


a Great Temporal Prince, and in 


hopes of Preferment under him. In 
this Expectation they continued to 
the laſt minute of his converſation 
with them upon Earth, and he per- 
mitted them ſo to do. 


22, 


Their laſt words to him were delt- gg, , 


vered in this queſtion, Lord wilt thou ut 
this time reſtore the Kingdomuntolſrael? 
Of the thing it ſelf they mever 
doubted , they ozly deſire to be i- 


formed of the time, 


Now after ſo long expedation. © 
Conſider his Arſwer. Hl 


46 


. Againſt the - 

Hjzs Anſwer was this, It 3s not for 
yon to know the times, &c. but ye ſhall 
receive power when the Holy Ghoſt is 
rome upon you, and ye ſhall be witneſ- 
ſes of me unto the utmoi? parts of the 
earth; and immediately he vaniſhed 
away. | 

Was this an anſiver to their Queiti- 


 0n? or a ſatisfation to their expe- 


Hation? Was this an Obligation laid 


_ uponthem ? If he had not (ent down 


the Holy Ghoit. this would have 
moved them indeed , but it would 
have been to rage and indignation; 
this would have obliged them indeed, 
but it would have been to dete5# and 
abhor the name and memory of him 
that had 2b»ſed them. But for the 
honour of his name, nottheir own.,they 
did and ſuffered all things, and glo- 


ried 1n it. An irreſragable argument 
of their ſmcerity in the things which 


they delivered. 


3.0f the internal Arguments for the 
belief of Hiitory, there remains only 


the Conſideration of the way and wean- 


- 


er of writing, 
Histories then carry their own cre- 
| dentials 


” 
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dentials in them, when the principal 
parts of them are delivered with fuch 
circumſtances of times, places, and 
perſons, as may render them fiable to 
Examination, and Reſutation, if they 
contain any falſhood 1n them. 
And in this particular, no Hiitory 
th any advantage over that Hiitory 
whereof we are ſpeakine, as will be 
evident to him that conſiders it tho- 
rowout. 
| Concerning John the Baptisf, it 1s 
recorded, that he was born ſome few, ,. 
Months before Coriff that his Adother 
| was Elizabeth, that his Father was Za- 
| chariah, a Prieff of the Courſe of 4- 
6:4,that they /zved in the Hill-Conntry. 
He began to preach in the 15. of Ty- 
berius,, Pilat being Governovr of - 
Judea , Herod Tetrarch of Galilee, Mk3-t- 
| his Brother Philip Tetrarch of 7tnrea, 
| and of the Region of Trachonitis, 
. and Lyſanias Tetrarch of Abilene. 
Pun&tual and particular. 

Soon after this he was 1mpriſoned 
and Beheaded by Herod , fe —_— _ + : 
hending him about Herodias, all which ſep. Ant. 
were matters of Fad, very eafie, if};2** 

falſe, 


: 
o 
4 
£ 
> 


48 Againſt the 
falſe, to have been refuted. 
Concerning Chrift, his birth is (ta- 
ted to have been at a time the 295} 
remarkable that ever was, when the 
whole world was taxed by Auguitus , 
in the days of Herod, when Cyrenus 
was Governour of Syria; the place ea- 
ſe to be enquired of, it was in. a 
Manger, in an Inne, in a Tows that 
Mic.g.2. Was a little one among the thouſands 
of Jud, eaſe to be examined. 
When he was about 3o years old,he 
Luk. 3-23. was Baptized of John, & withina few 
days afterhe called his Apoſtles; and in 
leſs than four years [pace he performed 
all his zghty Works, whereof I ſhall 
mention only ſome few particulars. 
Wn: - At Cana in Galilee he turned Water - 
11, Into Wine, at a Wedding, where was 
Mar. 9.18. much company. He raiſed the Dargh- 
ter of Jayrus, the Ruler of the $yna- 
gogue, there was but one 1n that place, 
ſhe was hzs only Danghter,and about 12 
| years Old. He healed the Servant of 
Luk: 7:2: that Centurion that had built a $yna- 
_ © gogne. Canany thing be more particu- 
lar? | 
joh-11.18 At Bethany > I5 Furlongs from Je- 
( ruſalem, 


{ 


Mat, 4. 6. - 


Mar.8.6, 
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ruſalemr, a few days before his death, 
he raiſed Lazares after he had been 
dead four days, Could any thing be 
more examinable?. 2 s 
His death was at Jeruſalem, at the _ 
time of the Paſſeover, a time of great- 
eſt annual concourſe inthe.world, and 
then it zs ſaid, that the Sun was dark- 
ened, the Veil rent, the Rocks torn a- 
pteces, the Graves.opened. Canany 
thing be more refatuble than theſe 
things, if they had been falſe > 
_ Solikewiſe for the Apoſtles. The 
healing of #neas at Lydda, railing of *&s. $3- 
Dorcas at Joppe, the paſlages with ,,** 
Cornelins Captain of the Band called 
the Ttaliar Band at Ceſarea, and ma- 
ny other aFs of Peter. The increpa- 
tion of Barjeſis at Paphos, in the pre- 
b ſence of Sergius Paulus the Governour. 14.3, 
The healing of a Cripple at Lyſtra, in 
the preſence of the Prieſt of Jupiter, 
. beſides m2any other a&ts of Parl, and 
I ' the reſt of the Apoſtles, are ſocircum- 
{tantiated in the Hiſtory, that if fal/e 
they might have been very cally 
contradided. 


13. 6, 
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But beſides all theſe, this Hiſtory 
contains a Narration of things done 
and ſaid, not only by perſons well 
affected , but by Herod and Pontius 
Pilate,and the Roman Governours, by 
the Phariſees, the Scribes, the High 
Prieits , and the Saunhedrim; all of 
them Eremies bothto the Hiſtorians 
and the Hiſtory and if any of theſe 
things had been convidted of falſhood, 
would-not the credit of the whole 
Goſpel have (at once) been mtterly 
overthrown ? 

T conclude therefore, that in reſpet 
of internal Arguments for belief, no 
Hiſiory hath, or indeed can have any 
advantage above the HiStory of the New 
Teitament. 

2.As for External Arguments, I can 
but name them. Though the whole 
world 7ztereſſed themſelves againſt 
the ſiory (ſo examinableas you have 
heard) though the Books were extant, 
while the z2emory of things was re- 
cent, Matthew within ſever years, 
Mark within dever, Luke about twenty 
four, poſt mortem Chriſtizthe Epiſiles of 


Peter 
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Peter and Part within thirty years, all 
the relt, 7ntra univs hominis atatem.yet 
no man could ever convince them of 


falſhood. 

The ftories were received by men 
of the greateſt Wiſdor, Learning, and 
Virtue amonglt the Greeks and La- 
tines, Many of the hardeſt pi/ſages 
were atteſted and confeſſed by Ene- 
mies and UVnbelievers. | 
. The®* Authors owned by Julian : the * cyrill c; 
b Miracles confeſſed by Celſzs : the cen _— 
<checking of the operation of the Devil « gufeb. © 
by Porphyrizs : 4 the Darkneſs and *TeriioHi- 
Earthquake at the death of Chriſt by rhe Th 
Thallus and Phlegon Trallianus : ©the lis Afr. 3. 
Crucifixion of Chriſt ( by Pilatunder _ 
Tiberius) by Tacitus: And in onec 15.44 + 
word, The entire Volume of the $cri- Amalium. 
ptures, the very ſame which our Church 
receives (by virtue of the belief of the | 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel) * before any ge-* athanaſ, 
neral Council, or the time of Conſtan- Smorſ. 
tine, without any Convocation of the pony 
Clergy, or imperial Edid for that pur- Vide Theo- 
poſe , was inſtinctu quodam Chri-©1*:F1- 
ftiano, gererally receive:! by all Chri- Lar.van. 
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Againlt the 
flians, and the world made Chri- 


ſtians. EO 
In reſpe@ of all theſe Arguments, 
internal and external, I might have 


juitly ſaid, that the Hiitory of the 


. Goſpel hath the advantage of any 0- 


ther Hiſtory; but ſeeing there are 
ſome particulars wherein the advan- 
tages are ſuper-eminent,l (hall ſpeak a 
little of that diſtinily by it ſelf, and 
{aconclude. 
2. Theſe advantages I ſhall reduce 
to two heads, Teſtimonium ; Ret. 
£ Der. 
i. Forthe Teitimoninm Rei, con- 
fider, . | | 
I. Oppoſition to 
- Pins of 5 theGioſed. 
1.. Never ay ſtory was ſo much 


oppoſed as the Books and Hiſtory of the 


New Teſtament, by Jews and Gentiles, 
by the World and by the Devil. | 
The beginnings and propagation of 
the Goſpel was by the Jews malicionſly 
and ſtrenuonſly oppoled in the times 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and in all 

ſucceeding Generations. 
Leſt 


Anti-lcripturits, | " ns 
Leſs all men ſhould believe 1n Chriſt 16,114.48 


(becauſe of his Miracles) the Rulers 
took counſel to deſtroy him, the Peo- 
tir OR out to have him Cruc:- 

ed. 
ny ? the laſt errour (as they called Mat. 29.64 
it) ſhould be worſe than the firſt, they | 
ſealed up his Sepulchre, and ſet a watch 
upon it 3 and laſtly, ſuborned the Soul- 
diers to ſay,that his Diſciples came by 
meht while they were ſleeping (how 
could they kowthis?) and ſtole him 
away. L 

That the firſt Miracle wrought b 
Peter and bl. might not ſpread 64 OA? 
mong the People, the Rulers and Elders 
and Scribes, Annas and Caiaphas, and 
John and Alexander, and all the Kin- 
red of the High Prieſt, laid hands up- 
on them, and pt them m hold, and 
threatned and commanded them not 
to ſpeak, at all in the Name of Je- 
1. 

When Stephen had uttered his teſti- a&.q, 59, 
#ony , the people cried with a loud 
yoice, and ſtopped their Ears, and” 
ray apon him with one accord, and 
D3 eat 
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caſt him out of the City, and ſtoned 


kim. 


ki.gz. Wherever they met with Believers, 


Aten or Women, they halted them in- 


to Priſon, breathing out threatrcings 
and //aughter. Wherever they meet 
with the Preachers, they oppoſed and 
684.13-45 blaſphemed, they tumultuated , they 
22--ſticred” the. Gentiles, they + en- 

3:50, : SS 
raged the chief men of the Cities 
and the honourable women again{t 

them. | | 

The mſtances of their wwalicions op- 
poſition, 1n all ages of the Church, are 
{o many as are not to be xz mbred in 


a few Minutes, but would require ma- | 


ny a4ys only to name them. 
They firſt ſtirred up Nero to perſe- 
cute the Chriſtians, they contrived the 
Eaſ4*15* Jeath of Polycarpus, they ſtood by, 
and 77ſulted over the dying Martyrs; 
1n a word, whoever ſhall read the ſfo- 
ries of primitive times, he will find 
that the Jews were generally the Sct- 
ters and Informers againſt the Martyrs, 
and the Brokers for their Goods al- 
ter Execution: And the Hiſtories of 
| | our 
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| Anti-lcripturiſts. ; 
our own and other Natzors will ſhew 
us the height of their malice, and the 
continuance Of it. 

Now. be/rde the little Nation of the 
Jews, the reſt of the whole world, 
when this Hiſtory began to be publiſh- 

ed, and the Books writtex, were Hea- 

then, univerſally devoted to the Devil, 
whom therefore our $4v7oxr tiles, 
the Prince of this world. 

And now that feud which had de- 
pended betwixt the ſced of the Serpert 
and the ſeed of the woman 4000 
years, was by the preaching and 
writing of theſe things brought to a 
Crilis. | 

The profeſſed and declared defgn of 
the Goſpel, was to 'drive the Devil 
out of his Dominion; Notwithitanding 
the antiquity of his poſſeſſzon, the uni- 
verſality of his Church, and the cor:- 

ſent of all Nations, whereby he held 
his title. Notwith5tandine his Em- 
pire was: ſupported by Governours and 
Laws, and fortified by the - Arms 
and actual ſirength of all the world, 


he ſaw,that it the Goſpel were not ſup- 
D 4 preſſed; 
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Againlt the 
preſſed, a little tizre would ſpoil the 
pride of all his glory, 'that in a mo- 
z:ent heſhould fall hke lightning from 
Heaven. FOE 

That he ſhould be exorciſed out of 
the bodies 'which he poſſeſſed: That 
his ſe-zons Oracles ſhould ſoon be put 


to ftlence: his gorgeous Temples and 


Tmrages ſhould be torn down, his My- 
Sterzes and lying wonders ſet at 


nought : That Prayers and Yows 


would be »:2de to him no more, and 
he ſhould ceaſe to be celebrated in the 
Songs Of his Poets, and Hymns of his 


Hierophante. 


That hzs revelling Feitivals would 
be turned to mourning, no more gifts 
would be preſented , no beaits, not 
children, women or men ſacrificed up- 
On his Altars. 

The Contention was de rerum ſunm- 
»ms (pro aris & focis) and his rage 
was kindled accordingly : He ſum- 


ns together all his wiles and ſirata-* 


germs, he mnifers all his forces, he 
ſounds an Allarm to the world , ſtirs 
up young and old, rich and poor, al 


ages, 


T1 


Anti-leripturitis. 57 
ages, ſexes, conditions, the people 
wiſe and unwiſe, the Common&ouldiers gg, cc 
and Communders, Counſellors and. 1. 
Judges, Senate and Emperonrs, by 

_ ſuppreſſing thele Books, and deſtrozing 
the Felzevers of them, to eraſe the we- 
mory of the Goſpel, and aboliſh it for 
ever. 

The people were exraged againſt the 
Believers, as againſt the common Emne- 
my of mankind, and pro ſolenni ſuo, 
they ſlandered them with unthonght 
of wickedneſs, they imputed to them 
all the calamitiesof the world: And 
required them to death: $i Tiberis 4- 
ſeendit in menia---Chriſtianos ad Leo- 

Me S-—= | ; 

Againſt theſe Boks, the Learned 

employed their Learning, and the 

IVitty employed their Wit. Celfzs. 

Porphyrins, Jamblichus, Hierocles, and 

other Philoſophers, endeavoured to 
diſpute them out of the world. $ym- 
machus and Libanins, and other Rhe- 
tors to declaizs them away. Julian 
and Lxciar and other Scoptick wits, 
endeavoured to jeer and droll away 
the ored;t of them. Mean 


58 


b Plin. Ep. 
10.97. 


Againlk the 
Mean while the Senators and Law- 


ers employ themſelves to d-/zroy the 
Books, by ſtretching againſt them 


the ancient Laws againſt bringin 


in Foreign Religions, and again 
Magical and Fatidical Tooks: And 
to deftroy Books and Believers by 
New Laws made for that purpoſe, a- 
gainſt Þ Combinations ( Heterie) $4- 
criledge, Treaſon, the Law that none 
ſhould b»y or ſell, or draw water with- 
out Thurification to the Gods, and the 
like. 

By force of theſe they perſecute the 
Believers, as Enemies to the Common- 
wealth, and Traytors to the Emperonr, 
as ſacrilegious perſons, and contem- 
ners of Religion. 

The people ſometimes ri/7g upon 


them without any Fdi#, ſometimes. 


by virtue of Edifs Imperial or Pro- 
conſular. | 

From the beginning of the Goſpel to 
the erd of Dzocleſran and Maximian, 
this was the ſtate of Zeliewers, 

Their Scriptures were forbidden to 


be read, and required to be burneds 


their 
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their Oratorzes and (obſenre_) Churches 
were pulled 1n pieces 3 their Eſtates 
were plundered and confiſcate; their 
bodies were impriſoned and tormented, 
Fire and Sword, hot Tron Chairs and 
Coffins, Gridirons , and Cauldrons, 
Hooks, Stakes, and Gibbets, the Teeth 
of Lions, and Tygers, &*c. were their 
portion. 

Tt cannot be ſhewed, that ever any 
Book, or Story met with equal Oppo- 
ſtiomn. | 
" 2. Conlider then how it prevailed, 
how quickly and largely , how dceply 
and effeFxally, although the Precepts 
were not contrived to ſollicit the Af- 


fedions, nor the DoGrines to conrt the 
Reaſon of men. | 


At one Sermon of Petey 3000, at AR.2, 


another 5000 were converted : With- 
1na few years after the death of Chr; 


59 


41. 


we\find by S. Peter , that the Goſpel 1Pet.1.1. 


was preached throughout Pontus, Ga- 
latia, Cappadocia, Ara, Bithynia 3 and 
Paul had planted it from Feruſalent 


roundabout to 7yricum: Beſides what ,a,,,. 


wasdoneby other Apoſiles,in the Pro- 
vinces a{ligned them at the Conncil 


of Teruſaulem. -» Win 
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Againlt the 

Within 66 years this grane of Mu: 
Sard ſeed was become a Tree, Pli- 
y Proconſul of B:thyniu (to whom 
the care of Religion, ex officio, 
did apperteir) appointed by Trajar 
to ſuppreſs the Chriitians, he writes 
to him, that this Belief was Loxge la- 
1295 diffuſa Civitates, Vicos, Agros,im- 
pletos Chriſti cultaribus. 

During the ſecond Century, \t had 


ſhot out 'great branches, the boughs of 


this Tree were \tretched out, HeSternz 


ſumus & weſtra omnia implevimus. 


Tertullian reckons up the knows parts 


Adv.Fude- of the World, in quibus omnibus Chri- 


v5, c,7,8, 


ſti nomen regnat, and concludes, ubiqz 


porrigitur, creditur, colitur, regnat, a- 


avoratur. | 
Aud laſily , During the third ( 2 
morte Chriſti) the Fowls of the air,and 
Beſts of the field lodged under the ſha- 
dow of it: The Net drew good and 
bad to ſhore; the Roman Emperonr 
and Empire declared themſelves Chri- 
ians, 1.6. Believers and Afſertors of 
theſe Pooks : So mightily grew the: 
word of God and prevailed. 
T8 
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It went on conquering and to con- 
guer, not by the Spirit of the Sword, 
but by the ſword. of the Spirit; the 
powers of the Farth, and the gates of 
Hell could not withſtand it; it drove 
the Devil away with all his Temples, 
Idols, Oracles, Prieſts, Sacrifices, Ser- 
vices, like lightning : So fell the Dra- 
gon, the old Serpent that deceived the 
World, he was caſt out.with all his 
train. - 
So fell Lucifer the Son of the zrorn, 


| his Friends and his Followers lament- 


ing. 
ow art thou fallen from Heaven, 9 
Lucifer the Son of the morning ! De- 
folata Templa rariſſumis Vidimarun 
emptor ! Some complain of people for- py, 
ſaking of the Gods, others of the Gods 
forſaking their Oracles and Temples, 
and becoming »ſcleſs to the World : *9Mr- 
He ſid T will aſcend into Heaven,and 
exalt my Throne above the Stars, but 
he was ſoon brought down to Hell. 
For the Goſpel like Leaven or Fire 
from Heaven, ſeized upon all that ſtood 
before it; it /eaven'd Cities, Iflands, 
Caſtles, 
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Tert. Ap.37 


| Again the | 
Caſtles, Councils, Camps, the Tribes 
and Decuries, the Palaces, Senate, 
Pleading-places. 

Tt took poſſejſron of the Learned, 
and the Wiſe, the greateſt and nobleſ# 
Wits of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Nati- 
ons: It raiſed up Philoſophers tocon- 
found the draws , and zoble Ora- 
tors to confound the Rhetorick where- 
with it was oppoſed. 

Againſt Celſys it excited Orzger, 
againſt Porphyrie, Apollinarius,& Me” 
thodius; againlt Porphyrie and Hiero- 
cles, La&Fantins and Enſcbins (beſides 
what was written ſpar nm by Jerom, 
Arguſtine, Cyril, Oc.) It ſet up Chry- 
ſoſtom againlt Libanins, Prudentias 
againſt Symmachys and the Rheto- 
YIC1IANS. . ; 

And as it ſpread it elf large and 
high, lo where it took peſſeſſcor, tt 
took a deep poſlefiion, Qrantun ver- 
tice---tantum radice : Thoſe that re- 
ceived 1t truly, received 1t 1n the love. 
thereof, it took poſſeſſron of their 
hearts : 1t penetrated their ſpirits, and 
took its lodging in the inmoſt rece 2 
O 
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of the ſoul. The Contents of theſe 
Books was their moſt preciozs Pearl, 
and they h3d it in their heart. The 
Books themſelves were their greateſt 
worldly treaſure, and rather than they 
would deliver them to be bxrned,they 
choſe toſuffer the loſs of honeur, liber- 
ty, eſtate, Wives, and Children , nay 
even [ifeit ſelf. When Diocleſian re- 
quired the Scriptures that they might 
be barned,, In one Province (Feypt) 
in ove Month, 17000 perſons choſe ra- 
ther to dye than to deliver them : In 
compariſon of theſe they connted not 
their /zves dear to them 3; the love of 
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them was ſtronger than Death, many 


waters could not quench it , neither 
could the flonds drown it. This was 
. Teſtimonium Rei, und an advintage 
above all other Hiſtories, or Writings its 
the World. 

2. Moreover they had Teſtimoninn 
Dei. Indeed all that is already ſþo- 


ken 1s an evidence of a Divine aſſi-_ 


ſtance: But more particularly, God 
gave Teſtimony to theſe Books, by 


I. Their 
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Againli the 

I. Their operation upon Believers of 

them. | | en 

2. His co-operation with Believers of 

them. - F | WM 

I. The Goſpel which they contein, 

was the power of Godto every trae Be- 

liever. That which o Inſtirtion 1n 
Philoſophy, nor Initiation 1n the My- 

vide Orig. ſ{eries Of any of the Gods, was ever 
C.Celſ.1.3. able tO accompliſh, that was every 
where atchieved by the belief of the 

Goſpel ,,in a moment. Like a charm 

from Heaven, it ſtilled the paſſions, 

and mortified the lyſis ot men. What 

a Beadroll doth Paul reckon up in the 
Corinthians: But ye are waſhed ((aith 
he) but ye are ſandified, but ye are 
juſtified, in the Name of the Lord Je- 

ſus, and by the ſpirit of our God, | 

|  Notwithſt.mmding all the' calumnies 
Laf. de thrown upon Believers, and the pre- 
26 Judice wherewith they were loaded, 
the wrpropitions and reluf{ing world 

were forcibly convinced that the Be- 

lievers of theſe Books were effeTFually 
taught to dey ungodlineſi and morld- 
ly luſts, andto live ſoberly, _ 
ail 


x Cor.6.9. 
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pents 3 If they drink any deadly thing, 
, E 


atid godly in this preſent world : 


through the cloud of jgr0miny where- 
with they were encompaſſed , their 
innocency broke forth as the light, 
and their juſt dealing as the oor day 3 
the' piety, loyalty, Juſtice, charity, 
magnanimity, patience, ek th and 
purity of Believers of theſe Books, con- 
vinced the znbelieving world., that 
God was in them of a truth: for they 
teach as having Authority and Pow?r, 
and not as the writizgs of other 
Scribes.. 

2. But beſide the operation of theſe 
oy #pox the Believers, God was 
pleaſed to give teitimony to them by 
his co-operation with ther in {igns and 
wonders, and mighty deeds. © 

The Hiſtory of the Goſpel tells us, 
that when Chriſt was even now /cav- 
zng the world, he left this Legacy to 
Believers for confirmation of the 


truth of the Goſpel 3 Theſe ſfrens ((aid 
he) ſhall follow them that believs: 3 


In my name they ſhall cat out Devils; Mara6 9 


Speak with new tongues 5 Take wp Ser- 
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it ſhall not hurt them; They ſhall lay 
hands on the Sick, and they ſhall re- 
cover. | | 

Now that this was »:ade good, and 
that theſe ers ((o long as there was 
zeed) were continued among Belieu- 
ers, we have as good aſſurance as we 
can have of any thing beyond our own 
anemory Or experience. | 

They have been delivered to us by a 


| Cloud of Witneſſes ; by mer of the 


Dial. cum 


 Tryphone. 


greateſt Wiſdom and Learning in their 
Generations, by perſons of ſuch inte- 
erity, that they laid down their l;ves 
in tefFi-0ny of their veracity 5 deli- 
vered not by hear-ſaz, but upon their 
certain knowledge; delivered 1n their 
Diſputations with , and Apologies to 
the Adverſaries of Chriitianity, with 
a challenge to the examination of the 
truth, or a convidion of the falſhood 
of them. Inſtances are very wume- 
rows, 1 ſhall produce only a wery few. 
Juſtin the Afartyr ( who ſuffered 
Anno 165) affirms to Tryphothe Jew, 
that theſe ſupernatural gifts were. 

found in his t;zze among Chriſtians. 
| Irenem 


[ | 
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| Anti-ſctipturilts. 
.  Ireneman Auditor of Polycarp,who 

was 4 Diſciple of S. John ( ſuffered 
circa 206,) «firms upon his own know- 


ledge , that the giſt of Propheſie was ,, 
then 4 0a inthe Church, that ma-c. 56. 
e gifh of tongues, ipſt audi-Elb.5.c-7 
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ny hadt 
ima; Others caſt out Devils,Others 
healed Diſeaſes , Others raiſed the 
. dead; and thoſe raiſed perſons conti- 
nued many years amongſt them, pro 
certo. ' 

Tertullian in his Apologetica adver- 
ſus Gentes, affirms that Jam de wobjs 
Demonas ejiciunt. 

Origen againſt Celſies, ſaith, that he 
himſelf had ſeen by invocation of 
God, and the Name of feſwe very ma- 
ny that were delivered from grievous 
maladies,en' inceaoy (alienatione men- 
15 ) uavioy x dvov uveiay. 

| Notto mention others, S. Auguſtine 
in his Book de Civitate Dei (begun a- 
bout 410, but many years in writing) 
l. 22.c.8. gives an account of very 
many Miracles done at Hippo, Car- 
thage, and other places, of no great di- 
{tance, noting times, places, perſons, 
| E 2 0CCa> 
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occaſions, appealing tothe Conntry, de- 
lrvering them under terms of the 
greateſt aſſurance; Scio egoz ay.7 ae 
ego; nos interfuimus, & oculis noſtris 
aſpeximmus : And in his Retractations, 
Fa que cognoſctimus neqs reſerre neq3 
emmerare poſſumus. 

Other Hiſtories and Writings , and 
the Authors and Believers of them can 
pretend no higher than to the teſtimony 
of neen , thele have the teſtimony of 
God alſs : If we be'teve the teſtimo- 
ny of men, the teſtimony of God 
1s greater. 7 conclude therefore, that 
there is greater Reaſon to believe the Hi- 
ory of the New Teſtament than any 0- 
ther Hiſtory in the world. 

The ſam of all isthis, The Divine 
Authority of the $criptures 1s the great 
fundamental and comprehenſine Prin- 
ciplc of Ckriitianity, which being ad- 
mitted it ſtands, and being removed 1t 
preſently fz{ls to the gronnd. 

Againſt this therefore the great E- 
»emy of Religion in theſe later days 
Cunder pretence of Reaſor and Phi- 
toſophy) dixefts his Forces, and is ſaid 

| to 
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;_ "I | | 
to-haye found a ſucceſs very perni- 
cious and deplorable. 

[ huztbly conceive that the Reſolu- 
t50n Of the belief of the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Scriptures into the Decrees 
of Popes, or Determinations of Conn- 
cils with thoſe who call themſelves 
Roman-Catholicks, into private im- 


pulſes and diFates of the Spirit with 


the Enthuſiaſts, and into the Luws and 
Edi@s of Princes and Magiftrates with 
our new preterders to Reaſon and 
Philoſophy, is that engine whereby the 
Devil hath prevailed to ſcandalize 
the world and caſt it into Aztiſcriptu- 
rl infidelity. | ER 

[tis for this caſe that I have con- 
ceived it requz/ite (after many others 
who have doxc worthily) to have re- 


courſe ( once more) to the Original p;u, pi. 
Reaſon of things , and the common leſ. Eſay. 


grounds whereupon mankind. doth 
proceedin matters of this nature. 
Where (hoping that T have eſcaped 
the abſurdity of beeging the matter in 
Queſtion, diſcourſivg 1 a circle, and 


the zucontenrences of ſome other me-: 


thods) 
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mon I have bed 7 to de- 
moo ate: That ſuppoſing the truth 
et, e New Teſtament, both 1. The 
Id Teſtement , and 2. The New Te- 
Pament are to be recezved as of Di- 
vine Authority. 

3. And ſuppoſing z2atters of fa to 
be truly related, the DoFrinal parts 
are to kebrved 

4. For the Hiſtorical Relation of 
matters of fa,that there is no ground 

to diſ-behevet. 
'  Thatforthe Receptior of it, it hath 
r. All the advartages whereof an Hi- 
ory" is capable. 

2. Far greater advantages than a- 
ny ether Hiſtory. 

Wherefore I conclude, that Al! 
the Scriptures ( 1. e. the Canonical 
1 Books of the Old Teſtament and the 
Books of the New T, ne) were given 


by inſpiration of Gad. Quod erat 
demonſtrandum. 


PINTS. 


POOP PE BED / wo eg Ie nr een nes 


carts eo IH 
A IO 
Ro, ST re bes and 7 EIT EIRT RIES 


